
Bulldog Highlights

The month of February is a busy time for the Le Mars Community School District.
Our winter sports season is starting to get ready for tournament time and our music and
speech programs are participating in many different competitions.  All of these pro-
grams are representing the community of Le Mars in great fashion; exhibiting hard
work, strong character, and great success!  It won’t be long until we will be getting ready
for spring activities.

Le Mars Community School District is excited to announce that our official social me-
dia accounts within Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube are now live.  These
accounts will not replace the great social media accounts that have been created in the
name of Le Mars Community School District by coaches, teachers, and directors; we
appreciate these individuals for creating these accounts to keep everyone informed
about general information and student success!  You can access the new LCSD social
media accounts by clicking https://www.lemarscsd.org/?page_id=7582 and subscribe to
your desired social media outlets.

The Le Mars Community School District Foundation's scholarship campaign is cur-
rently underway.  The Foundation, which formed in 1991, has partnered with generous
contributors to award over $1.2 million in scholarships to date.  Last year alone, 59 do-
nors awarded 141 scholarships totaling $82,850.  A special thank you goes to all who
contributed last year.  I also want to thank the members of this year's scholarship com-
mittee:  Kristin Koerselman, Rosalie Ellefson, Debra Ahlers, Terri Martin, Toby Sulli-
van, Kay Michaelson, Michelle Connor, Julie Hurt, Joann Johnson, and Zach
Lancaster.

If you would like to establish a scholarship or contribute to the general scholarship
fund, any Foundation member or Lisa Eisma (712-546-4155 or
lisa.eisma@lemarscsd.org), can assist you in getting started.  If you are interested in cre-
ating a legacy with an endowment fund, please contact your investment advisor.  Thank
you for your support!

Additionally, I encourage you to consider nominating a teacher for the Decades of Ex-
cellence Crystal Bell Teacher of the Year Award.  Anyone can nominate a teacher for
this award, co-sponsored by the Le Mars Community School District Foundation and
the Le Mars Community Alumni Association.  You will see further information as you
read this newsletter.  Thank you for your consideration.

Go Bulldogs!

It’s that time of year again when
nominations are sought for the 2023 LCSD
Distinguished Alumni.

The non-monetary award was established in
2012 by the LCSD Alumni Association and
LCSD Foundation as a way to honor Le
Mars Community School graduates for their
outstanding achievement and contributions
to society following their graduation. 2013
we had our first recipient, Norman Barker,
class of 1939.

Criteria for candidates are they must have
graduated at least 15 years prior from the Le
Mars Community School District, which
includes Le Mars High School or Merrill
High School. They also must show an
exemplary manner of contributing to
society, wherever they live. The award is
given for achievement in various fields of
service, whether profession or other
significant area of achievement.

A printed form is available in the
Superintendent’s office or a pdf version on
the home page of the Alumni Association
website – lemarsalumni.org.

Nominations are due to the Alumni
Association office (second floor) at the
Plymouth County Museum on February 17,
2023.

Past Distinguished Alum:
2013 – Norman Barker (1939)
2014 – Glada Reichert Koerselman (1947)
and Dr. Paul Summerside (1976)
2015 – Dr. Tom Starzl (1944)
2016 – Mary Lou Schulz Fisher (1962)
2017 – Keith Renken (1953)
2018 – Dr. Gary Warnock (1963) and
            Kevin Petersen (1969)
2019 – Richard Schultz (1946)
2020 – Gayle Albert Vonk (1973) and
            Dr. Steven Collins (1969)
2021 – Alan Marty (1974)
2022 -  Kevin Westhoff (1982)

The 2023 recipient will be honored at the
annual LCSD Foundation banquet on
April 26, 2023.





The Le Mars Community School District Foundation and the
Le Mars Community School Alumni Association are seeking
nominations for “Teacher of the Year” to represent the many great
teachers who exemplify our school district and its educational goals.

The award is called the Decades of Excellence Crystal Bell Award.
Its purpose is to recognize and honor teachers who demonstrate
excellence in education by meeting the needs of the students. Two
$500 awards will be presented to the winner; $500 for personal use
and $500 for classroom use.

Anyone wishing to nominate a teacher for the Decades of Excellence
Crystal Bell Award may stop by any of the principals’ offices or the
Superintendent’s Office, or visit the school district’s website
(www.lemarscsd.org) to obtain nomination materials. The
nomination papers must be submitted by Friday, March 24, 2023.

This award will be presented at the Foundation’s Annual Awards
Banquet to be held on Wednesday, April 26, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. in
the lower level of the Le Mars Convention Center. Tickets for the
banquet will be available for the public by stopping in or calling the
Superintendent’s Office, 546-4155.

CRYSTAL BELL AWARD
TEACHER OF THE YEAR RECIPIENTS

This summer’s program will be divided into two sessions.  The
first session will run on three Saturday’s:  April 29,  May 6, and
May 20, then every weekday from June 1 to June 9.

The second session will be Monday, June 19 through June 30.
Classes run 7:00 am to 10:00 am.

Starting dates are subject to change due to extended school year
due to weather.

.

Le Mars Community & Gehlen Catholic students will need to
pay $350.00 for this class.  Gehlen Catholic students who live
outside the Le Mars Community School District will need to
pay $475.00. Those students residing outside the Le Mars
Community School District that attend a school other than
Gehlen Catholic will pay $475.00.

A Moped Safety class will be held for students in the
Le Mars area at the Le Mars Middle School in room
C15 (Mr. Fehringer’s room) on Saturday, March 11.

Class goes from 8:00 am to 2:15 pm.   Iowans 14 and
15 years of age are required by law to take the moped
course before receiving a license to operate a moped
on public highways.

Minimum age for this course is 13 1/2.  Students
wishing to take this class should sign up and pay in the
MS office (Mrs. Bergquist or Mrs. Gross) before the
class. Students that aren't in Le Mars Community
school district can sign up and pay on the day the
course is taken.

If you have questions please email
bkdalton6@gmail.com. Cost is $45.00;
checks can be made out to Bill Dalton or
parents can pay with cash.



Is it February already? This school year is really moving
along. As we get ready for graduation, the counselors will
be performing credit checks with the seniors. Graduation
is set for May 21 at 3:00 pm. Weather permitting,  the lo-
cation will be the Le Mars Community Stadium. We are
also working on next year’s class schedule. It is our hope
to get the 23-24 class schedule to students in April so they
can make adjustments before the summer and the start of
next school year.

As we are a month into the second semester, I encourage
you to check out your student’s grades to see how they are
doing. Just a reminder about second semester exams, if
he/she misses fewer than 4 days, 5 or fewer tardies, and
has no grade lower than a C-, he/she will be exempt from
second semester exams. Starting this year, absences due to
illness do not count in the 4 day total. The school does
reserve the right to ask for a doctor’s note if multiple days
are missed. Some of our concurrent classes require the
semester exams to be taken. This requirement comes from
Western Iowa Tech and the exam is needed to receive
college credit.

Prom is scheduled on April 1. Junior and Senior students
may have a date from another school or may ask a sopho-
more from LCHS. Freshmen and people not attending
school will not be permitted as dates. Parents interested in
helping at prom with either decorating or supervising,
please contact Ashley Ludwig. You may reach her at the
high school by calling 546-4153 or emailing
Ashley.Ludwig@lemarscsd.org. The after-prom is also in
need of parent assistance. If you are able to help out with
after-prom, please contact Tina Laskie at
tlaskie@premieronline.net or 712-540-7494.

Again, if you have any concerns about your child and their
progress in school, please contact the teacher to arrange a
meeting to discuss your concerns. We want to see all our
students succeed.

Have a great February!

Dr. Mark Iverson - HS Principal

Every February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month,
where we bring awareness and advocacy to teen and young
adults about healthy relationships. Teen dating violence is
more common than discussed, especially with teens and
young adults. About 1 in 3 teenagers in the United States
experience physical, sexual or emotional abuse from
someone they are in a relationship with. Teen Dating
Violence Awareness month was created to educate and
advocate to stop dating violence of any form before it
happens.

The theme for the 2023 Teen Dating Violence Awareness
Month is: Be About It. “Be about it” is a call to action for
young people and those who support them to engage in
meaningful conversations about healthy relationships and to
create a world free from relationship abuse.

For a week in February, the middle school will have daily
announcements on statistics to bring awareness to the issue
of dating violence and how to know if you are in a healthy
relationship. During each grade's lunch time, we will have
Safe Place in the commons with information on healthy
relationships, along with games about healthy relationship
qualities to help students identify healthy vs. unhealthy
relationships. Within the 8th grade guidance class, we
explore healthy and unhealthy relationships more in depth
to know what qualities to look for in a dating partner. If you
have any further questions about our discussions about
healthy relationships, feel free to reach out any time!

Parents or guardians of students in the Le Mars Community
Schools have the right to review their child’s education
records.  If parents or guardians believe that information in
the record is inaccurate, misleading or violates the privacy
or other rights of the student, they may request that the
records be amended.  In the event of a disagreement, a
hearing will be held in an attempt to resolve the matter.

Questions concerning this or any other parental rights
should be directed to:
Superintendent’s Office
940 Lincoln St. SW
LeMars, Iowa  51031
Phone 546-4155







Hearing screens will be on February 23, 2023 for all 8th grade students, previously deferred students and new stu-
dents with no history of hearing screen on file will be checked.

7th graders need Tdap & Meningococcal vaccination and Seniors need 2nd Meningococcal vaccination by the start of
the school year. If this hasn't been done already or an exception form completed, please do so ASAP.

All Freshman need to show proof of a dental exam within the last year. If you need a form, have your student stop by
the office to grab one. Otherwise, one can be found at any dental office.  This can be dropped off to the office or
faxed to 712-548-4450.



February is all about KINDNESS
at LCSD Elementary Schools

“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wast-
ed.” –Aesop

Our new Second Step guidance curriculum focuses on
empathy and kindness for Unit 3.  The students in all
grades will be learning about the definition of empa-
thy–feeling or understanding what somewhat else is
feeling.  In other words, being able to put yourself in
someone else’s shoes!  They will be practicing their
empathy skills by practicing acts of kindness through-
out the month.  The younger students will focus on
kind acts that they could do for their friends, teachers,
and families, while the older students will look at kind-
ness from a broader picture by doing kind things for
their community.

Our goal at Le Mars Community elementary schools is
to have all students feel safe and cared for while they
are in our buildings.  Improving empathy and kindness
skills will not only help us reach this goal, but also help
students be productive citizens and happy family mem-
bers when they grow up.

The biggest impact a parent can have on their child’s
empathy skills comes from being a good example at
home and in public.  Please reach out to your elemen-
tary counselors if you would like other ideas of how to
implement empathy building activities at home.  Have
fun doing some kind things together as a family, and
remember, no act of kindness goes unnoticed!

Abby Mehlhaff, Kluckhohn
Elementary School Counselor

Kari Kopperud, Clark and Franklin
Elementary School Counselor

Le Mars Community School District will accept online
applications for 4 yr. old preschool beginning Wednesday,
March 1, 2023.  The online application link can be found on
the school website www.lemarscsd.org under the Clark
Elementary tab/Elementary Quick Links on March 1, 2023.
If needed, computers will be available at the Clark
Elementary office for parents to use to complete the
application.  Preschool applications must be submitted by
Monday, April 3, 2023.

Enrollment is open to 4-year old children in the community
with the goal of having a well-rounded diverse group of
children that is representative of the population of Le Mars.
Children must turn 4 years old by September 15, 2023 to be
eligible.

Selection of children will be held during the week of April
3rd and parents will be notified about the selection of their
child sometime during the week of April 10th.  Selection will
be based on a random selection process.  The Le Mars
Community School District reserves the right to enroll
children based on gender, age, race, ethnicity, special needs
and membership of low-income families for the purposes of
high-quality preschool experiences.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jodi
Fisher, Clark Elementary Secretary at 546-8121 or
jodi.fisher@lemarscsd.org.

The Le Mars Community School District will soon
be conducting Kindergarten/Transitional
Kindergarten Pre-Registration.  Eligible students are
children who will be five years old on or before
September 15, 2023. Parents should complete our
2023-2024 Kindergarten Pre-Registration form found
at lemarscsd.org under “Announcements."  This link
will be available February 21, 2023.

Please save the date for kindergarten orientation on
March 6, 2023 (location and time details to come).  If
you have any questions please contact Stacy at
Franklin Elementary School at 712-546-4185 or
stacy.regennitter@lemarscsd.org



MENuMASTERS 2023 was the hot topic during
LEEP’s January meeting. At this time MENuMAS-
TERS is scheduled for September 23, 2023.

MENuMASTERS is the event that raises money
that LEEP gives back to LeMars Community Staff
to enhance the education of all students educated
in the district. Points of discussion involving
MENuMASTERS were how are eight active mem-
bers going to organize and orchestrate such a huge
event? This is where the community comes in. The
LEEP board needs volunteers to commit their time
to assist the chairs of each aspect of the event.

Areas in need of volunteers include: set-up and
take down, recruiting chefs, recruiting MENu-
MAIDS, secure the music, decorations, signage,
ticket sales, advertising, etc. If you want to volun-
teer or receive more information, please contact
LEEP President, Gayle Vonk, at
wall.elements@yahoo.com.

LEEP will have their FACEBOOK page up and
running soon, please check it in the next couple of
weeks for updates regarding MENuMASTERS and
meeting details.

Teacher requests honored during the January 2023
meeting totaled $636.92. All teaching staff are en-
couraged to fill out a request for funds using the
form found under staff forms on the district web-
site. Follow the directions to submit. All requests
must be signed by the building principal and sent to
Cole Berkenpas at the middle school before the
first Monday of the month. The next LEEP meet-
ing is scheduled for February 6, 2023 at 5:30 pm,
LCMS library, use door “C”. Meetings are open to
the public.
Stay Warm!

melissa.hill@lemarscsd.org
judd.kopperud@lemarscsd.org

LCHS Counseling Page: https://sites.google.com/lemarscsd.org/lchs-
counseling/home

Twitter account: @lemarsguidance

February 11, 2023 January 6         January 20           February 3
April 15, 2023 March 10          March 24           April 7
June 10, 2023 May 5          May 19           June 2
July 15, 2023* June 16          June 23           July 7

Log onto CollegeWeekLive.com for free ACT, SAT, and Toefl practice
and test taking tips.

Saturday March 11, 2023 1pm-4pm
Saturday May 6, 2023 1pm-4pm
Students can sign up at https://bit.ly/LCHSACTPREP
(Bring a Calculator & Writing Utensil)

All applications are due into the Counseling Office by 
.

 We will practice for the ceremony that morn-
ing at 7:30 am.

The Le Mars Community School District will not engage in any illegal discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, socioeconomic status, and marital status in its educational

programs, activities or employment policies and practices.

Attention LCHS Class of 2023

LCSD Foundation
Scholarships

LCSD Foundation Scholarship application
materials will be available on

February 15, 2023
on the district website.

You can access the
website by going to:

www.lemarscsd.org
Foundation Scholarships

under “What’s New” links area

Application deadline is
Friday, March 31st

www.lemarscsd.org

