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Student planners arrive...better late than never
by Madison Ouradnik

     The LCHS planners are 
booklets that give space for 
students to write down their 
assignments and upcoming 
activities, look up school 
schedules, and find the school 
rules and expectations. 
     This year the planners were 
stuck in transit for many weeks 
due to shipping issues. They 
finally arrived here at LCHS in 
late September.
   The planners were ordered by 
Vice Principal Kyle Formanek 

in June. They were ordered 
from School Datebooks and 
shipped using third party 
shipping companies  that store, 
pack, and ship the products. 
 These planners 
usually arrive by August 1. 
While many people thought 
they were lost, they were never 
“lost.”
 Formanek said, “The 
manufacturing overseas was 
completed on time, but the 
issue was the shipping. They 

[the planners] arrived in July 
in a port in California...due to 
shipping delays due to Covid--
planners were not a priority to 
get them shipped right away.  
So it took an additional month 
to get here.” 
   The planners provide many 
benefits to the students. 
Planners help keep track of 
the workload and help students 
plan for future events.
   Senior Allison Feeney said, 
“Having a planner helps me 

organize everything [that] I 
need to have done for the next 
day, and reminds me when I 
have tests and quizzes. I would 
go crazy if I didn’t have a 
planner.”
     The in-hand planners are 
nice, but many students are 
using electronic planners due 
to every student having a 
school Chromebook.
    Many students decided 
not to use the planners which 
resulted in the planners getting 

thrown away.
     “I like to use electronic 
planners because it is right at 
my fingertips for whenever 
I need it,” said senior Kylie 
Biggs. 
   Formanek does plan on 
creating a Google site with the 
information from the handbook 
to make it easily accessible to 
parents and students on their 
phones.

     Choir members will take a 
six-day field trip to Washington 
D.C. June 1-June 7. 
    Many of these singers sold 
cheesecakes to help pay for 
their trip. The trip will cost 
each student $1,150. 
   It would have cost each 
student $1,250, but choir 
director Randy Ewing said “I 
had some funds left over from 

the last trip and have been able 
to credit each account $100 
to help bring the overall cost 
down to $1,150 per student.” 
     Students are looking forward 
to attending the trip. 
     Senior Madison Gonzales 
said that she is most looking 
forward to “going to the 
Holocaust Mueseum.”
   Luke Larson said that 

he is anxious to “visit the 
Smithsonian building and 
learning about American 
history.”
   Junior Jeslyn Miller is looking 
forward to “being with friends 
and making memories.”
Senior Cheyenne Webb said 
that she will enjoy spending 
her “18th birthday with her 
friends.”

     Art club first met this year 
on Thursday, October 19, 
in Kathy Bork’s classroom 
after school. Everyone who 
attended planned to meet a few 
times a month on Tuesdays 
from 3:45 until 4:30. Under 
Bork’s direction, the art club 
has completed many projects 
for the school; some can be 
seen around the building. 
     The most well-known and 
visible projects are the murals 
in the commons. The first 
one depicts school athletics; 
beside it, fine arts; and further 

down the wall, academics.  
     The final mural on the wall 
is three bulldogs with a quote 
that states, “The future is built 
on a foundation of the present 
and past.” The bulldog images 
represent mascots from the 
past and present to indicate 
the hard work past students 
and teachers put into LCHS. 
    The art club has also 
painted a bulldog and the 
words “Le Mars Community” 
in Assistant Principal Kyle 
Formanek’s office, a bulldog 
in the competition training 

room, and different types 
of foods along the front 
of the lunch buffet table. 
   Plans are also forming 
to complete more murals 
throughout the school during 
the next few years. The art 
club members are hoping to 
paint a mural in the hallway 
connecting the middle school 
and high school. Their ideas 
include stars and silhouettes 
of students growing older 
as they complete milestones 
of their school years.
    Bork said she first became 

involved with the art club 
“back in the 90’s when it was 
a paid position and part of my 
teaching contract at MMC.” 
    She then carried the tradition 
to LCHS four years ago. To 
her, art club is much more 
than art. She shares that the 
club “is a chance for kids to 
get together and not only meet 
new people but to share their 
talents in art in a way that in 
art classes we don’t really do.”
       “To see kids interact with one 
another and to let them come 
up with the art projects instead 

of me,” is Bork’s favorite 
thing about running the club.
Some community projects 
the club has done in the past 
include painting the windows 
downtown for holidays, 
decorating a Christmas tree 
to be displayed in Pioneer 
Village, and helping with 
putting artwork on display 
for the high school art show.
  Bork often says, “All 
are welcome and the club 
would love new members.”

Art Club makes school masterpieces
by Taylor Rolling

Choir plans summer trip 
to Washington D.C.

Life at LCHS

Seniors, please 
email a picture for 

the yearbook to 
Mrs. P. ASAP. 
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    Members of the class of 
2022 have some advice for 
underclassmen on how to get 
the most out of their time at 
LCHS. 
    First, 89% of the seniors  
who responded to a recent 
Dog Pound survey said 
extracurricular activities are an 
important part of being happy 
in high school.  
   Taylor Rolling advised, 
¨Join as many activities as 
possible; being involved lets 
you meet new people and gain 
experience.”
      Hailey Mulder added,¨I 

regret not trying new 
activities.¨ 
     Hannah Albrecht said that 
she regrets not joining student 
council. However, she wants 
underclassmen to know that ¨A 
fun way to get involved is to 
join the tennis team.¨
   Ashlee Faust said, ¨Join a 
sport or a club; try something 
new that you typically 
wouldn’t do.¨ 
    Another piece of advice is 
to work hard right away. Many 
seniors said they wish they 
would have known when they 
were younger how important a 

GPA is. 
   Jaydon Palsma said that 
freshmen need to stay on top 
of their homework so they do 
not fall behind. 
    Seniors also have study tips 
for underclassmen, such as 
using Quizlet and flashcards to 
memorize information. 
    Madi Ouradnik added,¨Go 
hard and focus for 15-20 
minutes while studying; then 
give yourself a 5-minute break; 
then do it again.¨
    More advice includes not 
encroaching on senior territory, 
whether it be in the student 

section at sporting events or in 
the senior lounge; over 80% of 
respondents said they do not 
like it when underclassmen 
step on the tiles. 
     Kyle Hubbell explained how 
he feels: ¨Almost disrespected 
in a way because seniors have 
to earn the right and the grade 
to be on the tiles.¨
     Ouradnik added,¨It hurts my 
feelings because when I was a 
freshman I got screamed at by 
a senior because I accidentally 
stepped on them.¨
    Other advice includes 
how to deal with instructors. 

Allison Feeney said, ¨Be nice 
to your teachers and ask for 
help whenever you need it. It’s 
their job to help you! Don’t be 
afraid to ask for help. You’ll 
need it at some point.¨
    Taylor Rolling has two more 
suggestions: ¨Become friends 
with anyone & everyone. 
Everyone needs a friend,” and 
“Make sure to put your mental 
health before everything.¨
   Overall, seniors want to 
remind underclassmen that 
high school is a once-in-a-
lifetime experience, so work 
hard and have fun.

by Allison Feeney

    The Le Mars Area Gaming 
team, or LAG, meets 
throughout the whole year on 
Tuesdays from 3:30-5:00 pm 
and on Thursdays from 3:30 
-4:30 pm in the band room. 
The purpose of LAG is to have 
a place to come together to 
play games and have fun. 
   Joshua Jennings is the only 
senior who is a part of LAG 
this year. 
Most of the kids who joined 
LAG joined this year or last 
year.
   Although LAG is fun, 
members do see some 

difficulties. For example, 
freshman John Lundula 
sometimes finds it hard 
“learning new games.” 
     Sophomore Landon Jeppesen 
finds it difficult “planning the 
stuff we are going to do.”
     Senior Joshua Jennings finds 
“trying to coordinate strategies 
during games” to be the most 
challenging part. 
 Sophomore Joseph 
Rassmussen gets frustrated 
when “people [do not] show 
up consistently.” 
   Freshman Gavin Fisher 
agrees with Rassmussen; he 

wishes that more people would 
come to the meetings.
   Sophomore Cole Grohs 
explained, “Nothing is 
necessarily hard; we do 
whatever we want as long as 
we have fun and it’s safe.”
   However, most of the 
members have a lot of fun 
participating in LAG. For 
instance, Jennings enjoys 
“playing Dungeons & Dragons 
[DnD]” the most. 
   Lundula finds “playing and 
meeting new friends” is the 
most fun part about LAG.
    Rasmussen loves “the weird 

things that happen in DnD.”
  Fisher agrees with 
Rasmussen; he enjoys the 
weird conversations that 
happen during DnD.
   Jeppesen commented, “we 

mainly play games and have 
fun.”
    Grohs loves “the games and 
events” that partake in LAG. 
  Band director Michael 
Prichard is the adviser of LAG.

Le Mars Area Gamers’ Club meets in band room

by Kylie Biggs
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Bulldog Candids

   All-State is a music 
competition for very talented 
students in band, choir, and 
orchestra. 
    According to music 
directors, preparing for tryouts 
provides an opportunity for 
students to hone their skills, 
play challenging music, meet 
other talented musicians from 
around the state, and strive to 
achieve goals. 
     All-State encourages students 
every year to challenge 
their musical abilities and 
themselves. 

   Freshman Jacob Hargens 
explained why he tried out for 
all-state: “I made it in honor 
band every year of middle 
school and so I wanted to try to 
reach for something new that is 
even harder.” 
   Junior Trinity Brunsting said 
she “wanted to improve as a 
musician.”   
     Students find many 
rewarding aspects of trying out 
for all-state. Brunsting enjoys 
“seeing the improvements 
made from the first day to 
audition day.”

  Sophomore Trayden 
Goodman explained,  “You 
will greatly improve musically 
whether you make it or not.”
   Junior Abigail Tilberg said, 
“The most rewarding part 
about trying out is realizing 
how much better you are 
because of the process.” 
    Freshman Greta Tilberg 
said, “The most rewarding part 
of trying out for all-state is 
that you can have fun learning 
new music and improving your 
playing skills.” 
     Sophomore Kennedy McInnis 

explained that “knowing that 
the process is making [her] a 
better musician” is rewarding.
    Freshman Asher Moss 
said, “For me, my goal is 
just to get recalled. Only one 
percussionist from all of NW 
Iowa will make it, and as a 
freshman the odds are not 
great. If I get recalled, that is a 
win for me.”
   The process is also very 
challenging. Senior Grace 
Gerdes, junior Samuel 
Johnson, and junior Spencer 
Schnetzer said the hardest part 

of auditioning is the stress, 
high expectations, and singing/
playing correctly. 
    Out of the many students 
that auditioned, these LCHS 
students were selected: choir 
students Kemper Bowden 
and Trayden Goodman; band 
students Bradyn Anderson, 
Sam Johnson, Spencer 
Schnetzer, and Asher Moss 
(alternate); orchestra students 
Greta Tilberg and Abigail 
Tilberg.

Musicians work to improve skills, try out for all-state
by Kristina Haakenson

Seniors give advice for surviving high school
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     The holiday season is 
a good time for people to 
express what they are grateful 
for and spread more positivity 
around the world. Many LCHS 
students responded to a survey 
explaining what they are 
grateful for and why. 
      Freshman Alyssa Dreckman 
explained, “I am grateful for 
my teammates because they 
are always uplifting, and we 
get along so well. The second 
I walk into the locker room 
everyone is positive and it 
makes playing a sport way 
more fun.”
   Sophomore Brookelyn Britt 
appreciates her family: “I 
know they will always be there 
for me.”
    Junior Melfeena Kitilach 
said, “I’m grateful for the 
friends and family that I have. 

I’m thankful for them because 
they have always been there 
for me, and I could never be 
more grateful to have them in 
my life.”
   Senior Conner VonHagel 
explained, “I am grateful for 
veterans and those who are 
currently serving because they 
put their lives at risk everyday 
to maintain our country’s 
freedom, and my family 
because they mean a lot to 
me.”
    Freshman Olivia Gomez 
feels blessed to have her 
friends, family, pets, and 
Mr. Fehringer: They all have 
helped me through so much 
:).”
  Sophomore Riley Ernst 
commented, “I am grateful 
for my friends and family. I 
am also grateful for all the 

teachers and staff at LCHS!”
    Junior Camila Zamorano 
said, “As an exchange student, 
I am grateful for my host 
family; they have been very 
good to me. I am also very 
thankful for my family in 
Chile. They are the best thing I 
have; they are fundamental for 
me, and I will never be able to 
express in words how thankful 
I am for them.”
    Senior Madison Gonzalez 
replied, “I’m grateful for the 
experiences that I have had 
and the ones that made me into 
me. The ones that reinforced 
me to remember what I don’t 
want. Because of it, I now have 
everything I could ever ask for, 
a healthy relationship, money 
for food, money for clothes, 
and finally being accepted.”

Students express gratitude 
by Allison Feeney

     Some students at LCHS have noticed that 
WiFi and data do not work on the school 
grounds for Snapchat, Instagram, and mobile 
games. The students’ suspicions are warranted 
because the school does in fact block things on 
the WiFi.
  Vice-Principal Kyle Formanek said, “Things 
like gaming and social media are blocked on 
student and guest wifi. The reason is…gaming 
and social media apps have little educational 
value.”
   In regard to cellular data, Formanek said, “Our 
building is brick which causes connection loss if 
they are using data in most areas.”
    According to a Dog Pound survey, 96.9% 
of the 98 students surveyed have confirmed this 
disruption of connection for their favorite apps, 
which usually fall into the categories of social 
media and gaming.
    Most students, 68.4 %, report that the 
disrupted connection makes them “angry.” The 
other 28.6% feel “indifferent” and 3.1% are 
“happy.” 
    Some of the students who are “angry” feel 
very passionately. Freshman Emma Anderson 

said, “It makes me mad because everything is 
slow.”
     Senior Monday Chol said, “Once I enter the 
school building, my data disappears! That’s 
frustrating!”
     Junior Carter Jenness said, “No social media 
apps work which limits the amount we are able 
to connect with one another.”
     Those who feel “indifferent” are generally 
less dependent on their phones. One anonymous 
student said that they have experienced 
“Nothing much..it’s just rather annoying more 
than anything.”
    Students also have found a way to get around 
the WiFi blocking. One app that anyone can 
get for free on their smartphones encrypts the 
connection. This app is called VPN for virtual 
private network. 
     Senior Dominic Varenhorst confirmed that 
it works: “I have a VPN active on my phone.”
    Many students, though, have noticed that 
VPN can be slow or even not work at times. 
However, it is students’ only option to use social 
media unless they have cellular connection.

Wifi, data woes detected
by Matthew Ahlers

Many foreign exchange students have joined LCHS this year from all around the world.
     Maria Ribas Graell is from 
Barcelona, Spain. Her favorite 
food in America is Reese’s and 
Chick-fil- A. 
    Graell’s favorite classes are 
geometry and Literature of a 
Genre. The biggest differences 
are “the food, the customs, and 
the way people relate to each 
other.” 
    Graell speaks Catalan, 
Spanish, and English. She 
misses her family, friends, and 
food. 

       Eduardo Silva is from Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil. 
     He has enjoyed learning 
new things and making new 
friends. 
    Silva’s favorite food in 
America is pizza. 
       His favorite class is strength 
with Gabe Tardive. 
      Silva speaks Portuguese 
and English.

     Alonso Villalobos is from 
Mexico City, Mexico. His 
favorite food here in Iowa is 
corn on the cob. 
     This fall, Villalobos joined 
the football team. 
    Villalobos’s favorite classes 
are Team Sports and Personal 
and Family Health. 
    He speaks Spanish and 
English and a bit of French. He 
misses his family and friends 
the most.

Foreign exchange students join LCHS
by Matthew Ahlers

     Maialen Ruiz De Argandona 
is from the Basque Country, 
Spain. 
    Her favorite food in America 
is chicken wings. Ruiz De 
Argandona enjoyed the 
homecoming dance. She says 
that the biggest difference is 
“that here everything is huge.”    
     Her favorite class is physics. 
She speaks Basque, Spanish, 
English and French. She 
misses her family and friends.

     Another foreign exchange 
student is Camila Zamorano 
from Santigo, Chile.      
    Her favorite event was 
“Homecoming!!!” 
     Zamorano likes almost all 
the food here and fittingly her 
favorite class is 21st Century 
Foods with Molly Kruse. 
   She speaks English and 
Spanish. 
     She misses her dog, family, 
and friends the most.

    Most LCHS students enjoyed 
Thanksgiving break, and many 
have family traditions of food, 
football, and fun, family times.   
    Senior Morgan Lancaster 
said, “We go to one of my 
family members’ houses and 
have a big dinner, and then 
sometimes we go Black Friday 
shopping the next day.”
 Ninth grader Madison 

McCannon explained, “We 
always go to my great 
grandma’s house in Aurella 
for Thanksgiving. It’s been 
a tradition since we moved 
back when I was 3!! All of my 
family members meet up at 
her house for Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and Easter.”
     Junior Melfeena Kitilach 
said, “Eating as much food as 

I can” is what she does during 
Thanksgiving. 
  Senior Maggie Allen 
responded with, “We get 
together [to] eat, watch 
football, and then eat again.”
   Freshman Taeya Pollema 
explained, “All of my 
family [will] meet up at my 
grandparent’s place. We all 
help make something for 

the meal, and we also play 
board games while football is 
playing.”
   Junior Ethan Gengler 
responded, “My family from 
Arizona always comes down 
for a week and visits.” 
   Senior Katie Carrol 
explained, “I mostly go to my 
dads for Thanksgiving;... every 
once in a while I will go to my 

grandma’s house on my mom’s 
side, and we mostly talk about 
Christmas stuff when I’m with 
my mom while the guys watch 
football.”
    Freshman Keira Hessenius 
commented, “We go to my 
grandparents that live 5 hours 
away” for her Thanksgiving 
tradition.

Students enjoy family time during school breaks
by Allison Feeney

     LCHS sells parking passes  
to students who want them. In  
past years, these sales started 
the first day of school. 
    This year passes were sold 
starting at registration, both in 
the office and online.
   The parking passes cost $20 
and must be registered to the 
student’s car and the student’s 
car only. Without this pass, a 
student must find a place to 
park either on the boulevard or 
on 3rd Ave SW in front of the 
school. 
    Many students feel that 
parking passes are a good idea; 
freshman Bristen Benstead 
believes “that they are a really 
organized smart idea.” 
   On the other hand, some 
students think that the passes 
are not beneficial to anyone.
   Senior Maggie Allen stated, 

“I believe we shouldn’t have 
to pay for parking passes 
because we made the parking 
lot bigger.” 
The money that is collected 
from these passes goes into 
a parking lot funds account 
that is used to buy secretary 
cameras and upkeep the lot. 
  Ally Sanow agrees with 
students having free parking 
by stating “I think it’s honestly 
ignorant. You shouldn’t have 
to pay for a parking space for 
the school you attend. The 
parking lot should be open to 
all students, not just the ones 
who can pay for it.”
 Senior Morgan 
Lancaster thinks that “Only 
underclassmen should have 
to pay for passes, and seniors 
should get them for free.” 

    Because LCHS is located 
in Iowa, sometimes school 
is called off for weather. For 
example, if the roads are too 
icy, it has snowed too much, 
or it is freezing cold, a “snow 
day” might be announced. 
   Weather delays and 
cancellations are decided 
by Superintendent Dr. Steve 
Webner and Transportation 
Director Codie Kellen. These 
two work together to decide if 
it is safe enough to drive and 
get to school. 

    At the end of the year, the 
School Board decides to 
forgive the snow days or make 
them up. According to Vice 
Principal Kyle Formanek, 
the board considers whether 
students have had enough 
educational hours when 
making this decision. 
     The majority of students 
look forward to snow days 
throughout the winter and 
usually stay home for a little 
break from school. 
     The favorite snow-day snack 

is hot chocolate according to a 
recent survey sent out to the 
student body. Most students 
sleep in or watch movies on 
their snow days. 
     Junior Sam McIntyre said 
he likes to “play rocket league 
with the boys” during snow 
days. 
    Senior Aaron Johnson 
responded, “[I like to] ride 
[the] snowmobile and four-
wheelers.” 
      Freshman Lucas Cray has 
a favorite snow day memory: 

“There was like 3 feet of snow, 
and I fell into the snow while 
I was walking. Something 
in my little delinquent brain 
said jump a little higher, [and]  
long story short, I jumped off 
the roof into the snow with no 
injuries.”   
     Sophomore David Sanchez’s 
favorite memory is “making 
a[n] igloo for the first time.”
     Freshman Cole Brownmiller 
remembers “going tubing 
behind our ranger in a lot of 
snow.”

   Senior Taylor Rolling’s 
favorite snow day memory 
goes back to elementary 
school. “It snowed so much 
that when the wind blew, the 
snow piled up against the side 
of an old shed in my backyard. 
My older brother and I didn't 
have to go to school, so we 
put on our snowsuits and went 
out. The snow was so high 
that we climbed up to the top 
of the shed and slid down the 
icy slope on our bellies like 
penguins for hours.”

Weather delays and cancellation days memorable
by Madison Ouradnik
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Parking passes sold
by Hailey Mulder     A noticeable problem at 

LCHS is the trash thrown into 
the parking lot. Extra trash 
cans have been added, yet 
trash still piles up every day. 
     Some students volunteer to 
clean up the lot during study 
halls once or twice a week to 
help keep the school clean. 
    Junior Taylor Ouradink 
explained, “It’s a good way to 
make up time that you owe for 
being late to school.”
    Most of the garbage consists 
of fast food packages, cups, 
and bags. During school days 
this gets dumped into the lot 
after lunch or after school.      
    During the summers the 
garbage starts accumulating as 
the day goes on, but it is most 
prominent from 8-12 PM. 
  Freshman Lucas Cray 
believes the problem exists 
because “people are lazy.” 
    Penalties if someone is 

caught include the loss of 
parking passes according to 
Vice Principal Kyle Formanek. 
    While it does not bother 
everyone, many students are 
not happy about it.
   Senior Allison Feeney 
explained her frustration: 
“Trash in the parking lot 
aggravates me because we 
have trash cans everywhere. I 
don't understand why people 
can't take their trash and throw 
it away in the garbage. Instead, 
they make the janitors work 
harder than they have to.”
    Freshman Jenna Rood shares 
the same viewpoint: “It’s kind 
of annoying because there are 
garbage cans all over the inside 
and outside of the school and 
people still don't have the 
common decency to throw 
garbage in a trash instead of on 
the ground.”

Garbage piles up
by Madison Ouradnik



     The Bulldog softball team 
has been participating in a fall 
softball league on Sundays at 
the Riverside softball complex 
in Sioux City. This league 
is run by the Morningside 
softball team and coaches. 
     Brooke Haage, a former 
bulldog softball player 
and 2020 LCHS graduate, 
is currently playing for 
Morningside. Her father, Kurt 
Haage, decided to cover the 
costs included in participating 
in this league to encourage 
the softball team to improve 
during the offseason.
     The Bulldogs ended the 
2021 season with a record of 
25-13. They came short of 
back-to-back state trips after 
a tough loss to Sergeant Bluff-
Luton in the second round of 

regionals. 
    Fortunately for the Bulldogs, 
they have a promising season 
ahead of them. They have 
been getting extra reps from 
this league and have four all-
conference players that plan on 
returning next season. 
    Fall ball differs from regular-
season softball quite a bit. 
     Junior Payton Wright stated, 
“The intensity is way different. 
Fall league is more for reps 
than it is for winning.”
  Sophomore Sarah Brown 
explained, “Fall ball is about 
trying new things to prepare 
for the regular season.”
     Many of the bulldog softball 
players enjoy participating 
in the fall softball league, but 
they understand that the league 
has a main purpose to it. 

     Junior Libby Leraas said, 
“The purpose of fall ball is to 
keep the team in the game, [to] 
grow connections with each 
other, and to give all of us a 
chance to try new things.”
    Freshman Charli 
Grosenheider added that the 
main purpose of fall ball is to 

“practice your desired position 
and learn about things you need 
to work on before in season.”
   Overall the Bulldogs are 
enjoying the preparation for 
next year’s season. All of 
the players enjoyed fall ball, 
which ended October 10, and 
they all had positive comments 

about it. 
     Freshman Brenna Leraas 
said, “I love playing with 
the softball team in the fall 
league.” 
   Wright also stated, “I enjoy 
it because it is easy-going and 
pretty carefree but still a great 
way to continue playing.”

Bulldog softball competes in fall league
by Maggie Allen

Volleyball end-of-season awards presented 
by Alli Britt

     The varsity volleyball team 
ended their season on October 
19 against Thomas Jefferson 
in Council Bluffs. The team 
wrapped up with 5 wins 
throughout the whole season. 
     All the girls have worked 
hard since the end of June 
with summer practices before 

volleyball season started.
     The team included seniors 
Kelsey Feuerhelm and 
manager Hannah Rolfes; 
juniors Jenna Allen, Meredith 
Arnold, Karly Ellis, Libby 
Leraas, and Payton Wright; 
sophomores Sarah Brown, 
Lexi Hurd, Taylor Mackey, 

and Grace Van Otterloo; and 
freshmen Holly McNaughton. 
     The girls were coached 
by Jakki Tentinger and Emily 
Pick. This was Tentinger’s 
second year coaching the 
varsity team. However, she has 
been coaching volleyball for a 
total of nine years. 

    Feuerhelm, who has played 
volleyball since 5th grade, 
said, “The most challenging 
part about volleyball is 
working together as a team and 
communicating on the court.” 
    Many of the girls on the team 
have played volleyball for six 
years or more. They have 

participated in Y.M.C.A, club 
ball, and school ball.
    Hurd said that the team loved 
taking photos and listening to 
music before games.
     The volleyball banquet was 
held November 7. Feuerhelm 
and Rolfes were given senior 
awards. Leraas received the 
Spirit Award. Mackey received 
the Offensive MVP award.   
    Brown received the 
Defensive MVP award. Allen 
received the Most Improved 
award. Lastly, Brown also 
received the Honorable 
Mention Conference award 
during her sophomore year. 
    Academic awards were 
given out to the following team 
members with good grades:  
seniors Kelsey Feuerhelm and 
Hannah Rolfes; juniors Jenna 
Allen, Meredith, Arnold Karly 
Ellis, Libby Leraas, and Payton 
Wright; and sophomores Sarah 
Brown, Lexi Hurd, Taylor 
Mackey, and Grace Van 
Otterloo. 
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Cross country teams finish season, earn awards
     The cross country seasons 
have finished, with awards 
presented to several members 
of the team.   
     The following members 
were presented with MRAC 
Academic Conference Awards: 
Hannah Albrecht, Claire 
Blezek, Kylee Britt, Kade 
Calhoun, Katie Cunningham, 
Brock Feldman, Delaney 
Geddes, Kendal Hamerlinck, 
Rebecca Hulinksky, Callie 
Kluver, Noah Laursen, Jacob 
McGill, Lillian McNaughton, 
Payton McShane, Michael 
Meis, Abigail Tilberg, and 
Caden Wurth. 
     Alyssa Ciaffa and Caden 
Wurth earned Most Improved 
Awards. 
     Most Inspirational Awards 
were given to Sienna Kass and 
Trace Obink. 

     Hannah Albrecht, Kade 
Calhoun, Monday Chol, Alyssa 
Ciaffa, Delaney Geddes, 
Kendal Hamerlinck,  Luke 
Hulinsky, Sienna Kass, Noah 
Laursen, Jacob McGill, Payton 
McShane, Ryder Mullally, 
Michael Murra, Ellaina Pick, 
and Jett Schmid earned their 
1st Letter Awards. 
     Claire Blezek, Konnor 
Calhoun, Rebecca Hulinsky, 
Emma Langel, Trace Obink, 
Abigail Tilberg, Seth Vander 
Sluis, and Caden Wurth 
received their 2nd Letter 
Awards. 
     Kylee Britt, Emma Brennan, 
Lillian McNaughton, and 
Michael Meis earned their 3rd 
Varsity Letter Awards. 
     Seniors Katie Cunningham 
and Grace Heeren earned their 
4th Varsity Letter Awards. 

     The following students 
became members of the 100 
Mile Club Award:  Britt, 
Hamerlinck, McNaughton, 
Schmid, and Tilberg.      Obbink 

and Juan Sanchez both earned 
the 200 Mile Club Award. 
     Kendal Hamerlinck and 
Jeremy Condon received 
Tough Dog Awards. 
     Hannah Albrecht and Brock 
Feldman received Encourager 
Awards. 
     Michael Meis and Kylee 
Britt both received Leadership 
Awards. 
     Junior Rebecca Hulinsky’s 
favorite thing about cross 
country is “the friend group 
that the whole team is.” 
     Junior Juan Sanchez thinks 
running in cross country is 
“relaxing;” he loves “all the 
long runs from 5 miles to 11 
miles.”
     Freshman Luke Hulinsky 
thinks the running is 

“miserable” some days. 
     A lot of runners love cross 
country, but they sometimes 
do not enjoy it. Junior Abigail 
Tilberg’s least favorite part of 
cross country is the meets. She 
thinks they are very stressful 
and some other cross country 
runners agreed. 
     When asked, almost all of 
the cross country runners said 
they wanted to join the team 
because they enjoy running 
and “hanging out with the 
other runners on the team.” 
Most runners on the team plan 
on going out for cross country 
next year.
     The teams were coached by 
Abby Melhaff who was in her 
first year of coaching at LCHS.

by Morgan Lancaster

     The Lady Bulldog wrestling 
season is off and rolling with 
15 girls on the team. They look 
to pick up more matches after 
Christmas break. 
    Coach Weiland talked about 
this season: “This group of 
ladies work hard, and are 
always asking questions trying 
to improve their technique. 
Effort in practice has been 
good!” 
     He continued: “We are a 

young team led by 3 juniors: 
Kylie Hessenius, Bailey Brady, 
and Jacey Theisen. With their 
leadership and state experience 
from last year, they will help 
lead the charge and the type of 
intensity that will be needed to 
make a good run at the IWCOA 
state tournament in January.”
     Junior Bailey Brady recalled 
her favorite wrestling memory: 
“The moment after I wrestled 
my first boy on boys varsity 

last year, Shane Hessenius said 
how proud of me he was and 
he had the biggest smile I have 
ever seen.”
   One of sophomore Riley 
Ernst’s favorite wrestling 
memories is going to nationals 
on her AAU team. 
     Sophomore Desiree Breuer 
went out for wrestling because 
she “wanted to do a sport in 
the winter” but does “not like 
basketball” and is not good at 

bowling.
    Most of the girls warm-up 
and listen to music to get ready 
for meets. “Till I Collapse” by 
Eminem is a lot of the girls' 
pump-up song. Some other 
songs they listen to are “I’m 
So Sorry” by Imagine Dragons 
and “Lot Of Me” by Lil Tecca.
    Junior Kylie Hessenius’s 
favorite move to do is a “high 
crotch to a double”
     The most enjoyed snack 

during wrestling season is 
peanut butter honey wraps. 
Fruit and vegetables are also a 
go-to snack during the season. 
   Coach Weiland said the 
coaches are proud of their 
team: “As a staff we are 
excited to see the Ladies in 
action! The staff can’t wait 
to see what type of fireworks 
these girls will bring rest of 
season! Can’t stop us…  won’t 
stop us…#BulldogPride.”

Lady Bulldog wrestlers show intensity
by Kylie Biggs



     The Bulldog football team 
finished their season with a 4-5 
record, an improvement from 
last year’s 1-7. 
     Several players were 
awarded at the end-of-the-
season banquet. Brandon 
Vander Sluis, earned an All-
District Offensive Lineman 
of the Year Award. Vander 
Sluis and David Leusink were 
named 1st team All-District. 
     Junior Elijah Dougherty won 
a 2nd team All-District Award. 
Honorable Mention Awards 
were presented to quarterback 
Tyler Iverson and linebacker 

Caleb Eckstaine. 
  This season16 seniors, 15 
juniors, 20 sophomores, and 2 
freshmen played on the varsity 
team. 
     Vander Sluis stated that his 
favorite part of football season 
is “Everything.”
   However, being successful is 
not always easy. Quarterback 
Tyler Iverson said, “The most 
challenging part is getting 
everyone to buy in and give 
their all to the team.”
    The Dogs gained Ken Vigdal 
as their new varsity head 
coach. Vigdal was assisted 

by Cody Dyhrkoop, Trevor 
Hightree, Tyler Phelan,  Kurt 
Van Kley, Caleb Van Otterloo, 
Thomas Vigdal, and Le Roy 
Wichers. 
   The football team also 
embraced a new motto called 
“Pound the Stone.” Vigdal 
stated at the homecoming pep 
rally, “We don’t want to leave 
anything unturned; we want 
to pound the stone everyday.” 
The meaning behind “Pound 
the Stone” comes from the 
stone cutting times according 
to Vigdal. 
     If a stone takes 100 hits to 

break, stone cutters have to 
work until they succeed. This 
relates to the football team 
because goals take more than 
one try to accomplish. The 
players had to keep pushing 
until they became successful. 
   The Bulldogs devoted 
themselves to the team even 
during the off season to prepare 
themselves for upcoming 
seasons. Players worked to 
stay in shape in different ways. 
Some lifted weights. Some 
attended camps. 
   Sophomore Teagen Kasel 
said he uses other sports as a 

way to prepare himself. 
     Senior night was held on 
Friday, October 8 against the 
Denison Monarchs where these 
16  seniors were recognized for 
their last season: Derek Allen, 
Brody Bates, Keeyan Butcher, 
Alex Chihak, Drayden DeBoer, 
Caleb Eckstaine, Mason 
Gengler, Tyler Iverson, Carter 
Kolker, David Leusink, Riley 
Sadoski, Tei Tei Selet,  Reece 
Spieler, Brandon Vander Sluis, 
Dominic Varenhorst, and 
Dylan Wurth.

Football players recognized at banquet
by Hailey Mulder
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     The Le Mars girls basketball 
team looks quite different this 
year. They are young and 
small. They graduated a total 
of six players and one manager 
last year.    
     The coach, Cody Dyhrkopp, 
is also only in his second 
season at the head coach 
position. 
     Being young and small does 
not phase the Bulldogs as they 
look forward to the rest of the 
season, and have many goals 
in mind. 
     Freshman Alyssa Dreckman, 
stated her goal was, “to 
become a better athlete and 
make it to state.” Many of 
the other players stated very 
similar goals.
     The Bulldogs also have a 
multitude of difficult games 

coming their way this season, 
but they are up for the 
challenge. 
     A majority of the girls said 
they were most excited for the 
Sergeant Bluff-Luton game. 

This comes as no surprise as 
SBL is the team that ended the 
Bulldogs’ season last year. 
     Games are not the only 
thing the Bulldogs are excited 
about this year. Junior Payton 

Wright, said “spending time 
with her teammates” was what 
she was looking forward to the 
most this season. 
     Sophomore Lexis Hurd is 
most excited about “playing 

with the girls.”  
     Although the Bulldogs are 
quite different from previous 
years, they are ready to face 
the adversity that lies ahead of 
them. 

Girls basketball players ready for challenge

     The Le Mars boys basketball 
team kicked off their season 
starting with practice on 
November 15. This year’s 
varsity team is led by Dave 
Irwin and assistant coaches 
Benji Kasel, Gabe Davis, and 
manager Kelsey Feuerhelm. 

    The varsity team consists 
of Matthew Ahlers, Kade 
Calhoun, Konnor Calhoun, 
Caleb Dreckman, Caleb 
Eckstaine, Connor Jalas, 
Teagen Kasel, Gavin Koons, 
David Leusink, Tommy 
Majeres, Kaden Milbrodt, 

Carson Ott, Nolen Parmalee, 
Reece Spieler, Dylan Walking 
Eagle, and Brady Williams. 
This season the boys will take 
on a series of 19 regular-season 
games and 13 conference 
games. 
    Senior Dreckman is the most 

excited for the game against 
“Sioux City East.” 
    Senior Caleb Eckstaine 
believes that “postgame 
celebrations with the team” are 
the best part of basketball.
    This season the boys find 
many hardships. Senior Spieler 

says that the hardest part about 
the season is “probably playing 
as a team and communicating 
effectively.”
   Dreckman believes “being 
able to click as a team” is the 
toughest part. 
   Walking Eagle thinks that 
the hardest part of basketball 
is “learning all the plays 
and getting prepared at the 
beginning of the season.”
    Irwin has big goals for this 
season: “Each year my primary 
goal for every team is to 
improve on a daily basis. This 
is especially important this 
season after losing a quality 
group of seniors last year and a 
season-ending injury to one of 
the primary players this year. 
In order to be successful this 
year, our guys need to come 
together and be willing to lead 
by example.” 
    The majority of the Bulldogs’ 
biggest goal for the season is 
to make it to state and work as 
a team to complete their goals.

by Maggie Allen

by Hailey Mulder

Boys basketball team sets season goals
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by Tyler Sundt
     November was teacher 
appreciation month. Here are 
just some of the many teachers 
who are appreciated at LCHS.
     Sophomore Ethan Gengler is 
grateful for Tami Dunn: “She’s 
always helping me in science 
and she’s always helping me 
get my homework done and 
making sure I do what I need 
to do to get a good grade and 
she’s always letting me come 

in to her class fourth period to 
help me on my work.” 
     Senior Lauren Duhn 
appreciates Kasey Schindel: 
“This teacher is always helpful 
and willing to help when ever 
needed, school wise or outside 
of school. 
     Freshman Baze Postma 
wants to recognize Melissa 
Hill:  “I go to her office in the 
guidance office most mornings 

to talk to her about my week 
or weekend, and if something 
isn't going well she comforts 
me.”
     Sophomore Brianna De Raad 
appreciates Jill Bomgaars: 
“She is super chill and helps 
you understand and does her 
best to help you in any way 
possible.”
     Freshman Olivia Gomez is 
grateful for Blake Fehringer: 

“Mr. Fehringer was my 
industrial technology student 
teacher last year in 8th grade.”
     She continued, “Mr. Dalton 
got sick and was out for so 
long, most of the trimester, but 
Mr. Fehringer had everything 
under control. Mr. Fehringer is 
one of the best teachers I think 
I have ever met in my entire 
10 years of going to school. 
He always made sure we were 

doing good and always put his 
students first.
    “Mr. Fehringer is so caring 
and just an amazing teacher 
overall, and this is his first 
real year of teaching. I will 
be taking some of his classes 
every year of high school. :)” 

Students appreciate teachers

     The basketball cheerleaders 
work hard to pump up the 
crowd and help the student 
section show their Bulldog 
spirit.
     The basketball cheer 
team consists of seniors Alli 
Britt, Amanda Martin, Kylie, 
Martin, and Yadira Ramirez; 
juniors Karly Ellis and Lizzie 
Koonce; sophomore Brooklyn 
Britt; and freshman Lilly 
Abdelwahab.
     Basketball cheerleading 
consists of chants, jumps, 
leading crowd cheers, sideline 
dances, and some stunt work.  
     Kylie Martin stated, “My 
favorite part of basketball 
cheer is student section cheers, 
stunting, and car rides.” Martin 
has cheered for basketball all 
four years of high school. 

      This is Abdelwahab’s 
first year of cheerleading. 
She originally lived in Cairo, 
Egypt, and then transferred to 
Le Mars at the beginning of 
this year.  Lilly said the most 
difficult part of cheering is 
“learning about 50 different 
chants and being in front of 
a crowd.” Abdelwahab was 
first involved in wrestling 
cheerleading but decided to 
transfer to basketball cheer 
because she understands the 
game better. 
Ellis said her best qualities in 
cheerleading are “jumps and 
kicks.” Ellis has participated in 
basketball cheer for three years 
while balancing out dancing 
during her free time. 
 Coach Paige Tracy 
is coaching her first year of 

basketball cheer. She attended 
the University of Nebraska and 
the University of South Dakota 

and was a cheerleader at both. 
Paige graduated in 2015 from 
Le Mars Community High 

School. She was a football 
cheerleader and a dancer for 
the Bulldogs. 

Cheerleaders raise school spirit
     Many students are excited to 
be going out for wrestling this 
year. 
    Students said they joined 
wrestling because of family 
and enjoyment of the sport.  
    Others like freshman Kaleb 
Breuer, sophomore Evan Jalas, 
and senior Jaydon Palsma 
joined because of friends. 
     Many of this year's wrestlers 
have been wrestling for years. 
For example, freshman Brock 

Hessenius has been wrestling 
for 13 years, sophomore 
Michael Murra for 9. 
   Wrestlers have many good 
memories. Freshman Brock 
Hessenius, sophomore Ayden 
Hoag, and senior Aaron 
Johnson said their greatest 
accomplishments were going 
to state or doing well in 
national tournaments. 
    Junior Nathan Tyler is proud 
of “getting better every year.” 

    Sophomore Evan Jalas said 
his favorite accomplishment 
was “being JV conference 
champ.” 
   Wrestlers each prepare 
themselves a little differently 
for meets. Junior Nolan 
Hodgson said, “I try to calm 
myself and focus on the moves 
I need to make and the form I 
need to use.” 
     Murra said he does a “full 
body stretch and lots of high 

movement exercises.” 
    Arik Burnett and Aaron 
Johnson listen to music to help 
prepare.
    Although wrestling can be 
hard, team members enjoy it. 
Many said their favorite thing 
about wrestling is the family it 
creates. 
    Others like Riley Ernst, 
Nolan Hodgson, and Kaleb 
Breuer said their favorite parts 
are the feeling of a team and 

the support. 
     Many wrestlers’ least favorite 
thing is the conditioning 
required to be successful.
Hoag and Jalas said their least 
favorite thing is cutting weight. 
     Finally, Jack Chamberlain, 
Murra, and Breuer hate losing 
the most. 

Guys wrestling squad works hard, creates memories

Nine girls make up the LCHS 
wrestling cheer squad. 
The girls practice twice a 
week to prepare to support the 
wrestling teams at meets.
 Sophomore Ava 
Penne describes wrestling 
cheerleading as “pounding on 
the mat cheering on the LCHS 
wrestlers and making new 
amazing friends.”
 Penne continued, “It 
is a super fun season, you meet 

amazing people, you should 
be prepared to learn a lot of 
cheers, and we get a lot of 
food.”
Tracey Sadoski has been 
coaching cheerleading for four 
years. Her favorite thing about 
coaching is getting to know 
students in a different setting 
outside of school. Her biggest 
struggle is trying to not let her 
cheerleaders down. She works 
hard to make sure everyone has 

a fun and happy cheerleading 
experience.
Sadoski added, “The girls 
learn 86 cheers in the first six 
practices. Wrestling cheer is 
not as easy as it looks, but it is 
super fun.” 
 Coach Sadoski’s favorite 
cheer is, “Boom Snap Clap.”  
Junior Maria Graell’s favorite 
is “You’ve Got To Go” because 
it gives the wrestler the power 
to fight and win.

The girls enjoy team bonding 
and cheering at both duals and 
tournaments. 
Sadoski’s favorite memories 
include going to state wrestling 
in 2020, car rides to meets, 
and picking up Starbucks and 
Krispy Kreme. 
This year the cheer team 
has three foreign exchange 
students. Maialen Ruiz De 
Argandona is from Basque 
Country. She joined cheer due 

to not having cheerleading in 
her hometown and wanted to 
try a new activity. 
Camila Zamorano came 
from Chile. She became 
a cheerleader because she 
“wanted to meet new people 
and make new friends.¨
Maria Ribas is originally from 
Catalonia. She said, “The 
hardest part about cheer is 
learning cheers that I have 
never heard of.”

Leading wrestling cheers harder than it looks

 The guys and girls 
bowling seasons are in full 
swing. An interesting start to 
this season is that the guys 
team has a new coach. Travis 
Jones replaces former coach 
Kellie Bork. 
     When he heard about the new 
coach, senior Isaac Thompson 
stated, “We’re looking forward 
to having Travis as our new 
coach. It will be a fun and 
interesting journey.” 
     Last season went well for 
both the guys and the girls 
teams in the 2020-2021 season, 
but with covid it was not as 
exciting for home meets since 
only two people per varsity 
bowler were allowed to watch. 

     The girls varsity team is 
coached by Gary Brady who 
was rewarded with District 
and State coach of the year last 
season, which was a successful 
season by any measure.
     Five members of the varsity 
team were named 1st team all-
district: Samantha Schiefen, 
Olivia Schiefen, Alyssa 
Williams, Emily Peters, and 
Kaitelin Konz. 
     Samantha Schiefen was 
1st team all state; 2nd team 
all-state honors went to 
Alyssa Williams, Kaitelin 
Konz, and Olivia Schiefen. 
Konz, Williams, the Schiefen 
twins and Peters were 1st 
team all-conference; Riayn 

Höbelheinrich was 2nd team 
all-conference. 
    For the guys, Isaac Thompson 
placed 5th individually at 
substate, and Brody Vanderloo 
placed 3rd individually at 
substate. 
    Vanderloo placed 8th 
individually at state.
    This year’s team is anxious 
to continue the teams’ good 
track records.
    The team members love 
bowling for many reasons. 
    Freshman Sebastain 
McGregor said that his 
favorite part is “being at 
meets and spending time with 
teammates.”
    Sophomore Kyle Koopman 

likes bowling for multiple 
reasons: “The fact that I get to 
compete and that it’s helped 
me get stronger physically and 
mentally.”
   Senior Isaac Thompson 
enjoys “the bond that forms 
between teammates.”
    Freshman Kole Schroeder 
said his favorite part is “making 
new friends when bowling on 
the team.”
    Even though bowling is fun, 
it also has challenges. 
   McGregor said that the 
most difficult part is “Being 
consistent and making the 
same throw every time.”
    Koopman said “trying to hit 
[his] mark” is sometimes hard.

     Thompson said it is not easy 
“being able to throw the same 
ball every time.”
    Schroeder said his most 
difficult part of bowling is 
“timing.”
     Even with challenges, the 
bowlers have made some great 
memories. 
    “Qualifying to go to the 
state tournament last year” is a 
highlight for Thompson.
    Koopman’s favorite memory 
is “When the boys varsity team 
shot their 300 baker game.”
Schroeder fondly remembers 
“when he bowled his career 
high game of a 209.” 

Bowling teams look to continue successes
This year's winter dance will 
be held January 28. 
According to a recent Dog 
Pound survey, many students 
plan on going to the dance.
 Sophomore Brooklyn 
Britt plans on going even 
though she does not like “the 
kids that cause trouble, or the 
massive group of people in one 

area and how hot it gets.” 
The majority of the other 
students who responded to the 
survey do not like how hot it 
gets at the dances.
 Freshman Noah 
Olson is also going to the 
dance, but he has some 
concerns. He explained,  “I 
understand the dress code, but 

the rules about dancing are a 
little strict.”
 Addalyn Anderson, a 
junior, enjoys the music at the 
dances, but she does not like 
some aspects. She said, “I don’t 
like how sometimes the floor is 
wet or dirty. At homecoming I 
stepped in chewed up gum that 
was on the floor.” 

 Sophomore Riley 
Ernst likes going to the school 
dances and enjoys the music 
because “it’s music people 
know.” However, she thinks 
the dances “seem too short” 
and thinks they should “go 
longer.”
 Sophomore Bartolo 
Gutierrez does not like “how 

strict the teachers are about 
stepping outside for a bit.”
 Sophomore Fernando 
Diaz and sophomore Isabel 
Crosgrove think the dances 
should be more “decorative” 
and “flashy.”

Winter dance scheduled for end of January
by Morgan Lancaster

by Alli Britt

by Tyler Sundt

by Kylie Biggs

by Kristina Haakenson
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     Taylor Swift first aimed 
for the spotlight when she 
was only 14 years old. The 
country singer signed with Big 
Machine Records in 2004 and 
released her self-titled debut 
album in 2006. 
     Only a few years later, she 
produced Red. Recently she 
dropped her rerecorded version 
of the album, sending fans and 
social media into a frenzy. 
Some do not understand the 
“hype” behind the rerecording, 
so here is the scoop.
     When Swift first signed 
her contract with Big Machine 
Records, she handed over 
the ownership of her first six 
albums. Every time someone 
plays a song from those 
albums, it is Taylor’s voice and 
lyrics, but someone else makes 
the money.
      The deal lasted until 
2018, and Swift immediately 
switched to a new label 

allowing her to secure the 
complete ownership of any 
new music she created. The 
original albums can still be 
listened to, but Scooter Braun, 
current owner of Swift’s 
masters, earns a profit anytime 
her original albums are played; 
however, whenever a song has 
“(Taylor’s Version)” behind it,  
Swift is the actual owner who 
is earning a profit.
    Although the singer is known 
for writing songs about her exes 
and breakups, a much deeper 
meaning is hidden behind 
them that many of her fans 
connect with. “All Too Well 
(10 Minute Version) (Taylor’s 
Version) (From The Vault),” 
a ten-minute and 13-second 
song, is assumed to be about 
the singer’s relationship with 
actor Jake Gyllenhaal. 
     Originally the couple kept 
things quite private. With 
the release of the first song, 

listeners were given only a 
glimpse into the real emotions 
she experienced. Swift released 
the new 10-minute version and 
short film, both revealing a 
much more vulnerable side of 
what the singer went through. 
Actors Sadie Sink and Dylan 
O’Brien portrayed Swift’s 
relationship with Gyllenhaal. 
     The lyrics take listeners 
along on a journey from the 
beginning honeymoon stage 
to the crashing of the then 
19-year-old and 29-year-old’s 
relationship. Watching the 
video while the song plays 
in the background definitely 
leaves a dark feeling in the 
air, and many listeners took to 
social media to unleash their 
rage with Gyllenhaal.
     One of my favorite songs from 
Red (Taylor’s Version) is one 
from the vault, which means it 
was not on the original album. 
The track titled “Ronan” is 

about a mother whose son had 
cancer. Ronan Thompson died 
of neuroblastoma three days 
before his fourth birthday. 
Swift came across Maya’s 
story and wrote the song, 
later performing it during a 
televised event called Stand 
Up 2 Cancer. 
   Listening to the heart-
wrenching lyrics over the slow 
music while pictures and clips 
of Ronan’s life flash across 
the screen brought tears to 
my eyes, so listeners should 
definitely keep tissues nearby.
     According to a recent Dog 
Pound survey, LCHS students’ 
top hits of the album are “We 
Are Never Getting Back 
Together,” “I Knew You Were 
Trouble,” “All Too Well,” “All 
Too Well (10 Minute Version),” 
and “Red.” Most students rated 
Red (Taylor’s Version) a 10 out 
of 10, and I wholeheartedly 
agree with them. 

     Some students declared 
Red (Taylor’s Version) as 
their favorite album in Swift’s 
discography. 
     “[It’s] amazing. [She] 
deserves the rights to the music 
that [she] wrote. [I] think it’s 
ridiculous that [Big Machine] 
[made] money off her old 
albums and not her when she 
literally wrote every song 
on them,” said Bailey Gill, a 
freshmen. She also considers 
herself to be a Swiftie, a 
member of the singer’s 
fanbase. 
    Sophomore Brena Bock’s 
favorite album is 1989, but 
she likes Taylor Swift’s older 
music. She explained, “I prefer 
her country music more than 
her other music.”
     Junior Montana Allen thinks 
Taylor Swift “is pretty cool: 
she inspires a lot of young kids 
and teenagers.”

Rolling reviews Taylor Swift’s rereleased album
by Taylor Rolling

     Students were excited 
for Thanksgiving break this 
year. Most students said they 
enjoyed spending time with 
their family, sleeping, and 
eating lots of food. 
     Some students had plans 
to travel on vacation or to see 
family. Sophomore Samantha 
Otto said her Thanksgiving 
break plans were to travel 
to Florida. Another student 
freshman Danyel Sanchez 

plans were to travel to 
California. 
   Most students said 
their favorite thing about 
Thanksgiving break is 
spending time with family and 
sleeping in.
    Senior Alessandro Chagolla 
said one of his favorite things 
about Thanksgiving break 
is “being able to spend time 
doing hobbies.” 
     Freshman Gavin Fisher said 

his favorite thing is “playing 
video games with friends.” 
Most students said their 
least favorite thing about 
Thanksgiving break was how 
short it was. 
    Several students, including 
senior Aaron Johnson, 
freshman Theo Trimble, and 
sophomore Riley Ernst, along 
with many others, said one of 
the worst parts of  Thanksgiving 
break was coming back to 

school afterwards. 
   Freshman Olivia Gomez 
said her least favorite part was 
when her family had to go 
home. 
     Although it was short, many 
students enjoyed Thanksgiving 
break as it was a great time 
for spending time with family, 
creating memories, and 
enjoying traditions. Angel 
Garcia and Kambria Stinton 
have good memories of pulling 

the wishbone. 
    Freshman Tate Murphy's 
favorite memory is going 
hunting. Kara Garnatz and 
Taeya Pollema’s favorite 
memories are time spent with 
cousins. 
    Freshman Aiden Kramer’s 
favorite memory was when his 
mom made a rice krispie turkey 
with M&M’s as stuffing. 

Holiday break allows family gatherings
by Kristina Haakenson

     LCHS students were very 
opinionated about whether 
Thanksgiving break should 
have been longer, shorter, or 
the same length. This year, 
Thanksgiving break started 
with an early out on Tuesday, 
November 23, and students 
returned the following 
Monday.
     According to a Dog Pound 

survey 80 percent of 78 
responses are in favor of a 
longer break; 18 percent say 
break should be the same, 
and 2 percent say it should be 
shorter.
     Those who wish for a 
longer break generally say that 
they want more time to spend 
with their families. Freshman 
Destiny Fisher said, “I think 

it should be longer because 
people are going to see their 
families from far away and 
they deserve to enjoy their 
time instead of rushing it.”
    Junior Nolan Hodgson said, 
“Just make it the whole week.”
Other students went to the 
extreme and said that the break 
should extend all the way from 
Thanksgiving to after New 

Year’s.
     Many students, though, make 
good cases against lengthening 
the break. Sophomore Elaina 
Bloebaum said that if the 
break was longer, schoolwork 
“would be jam packed in those 
few weeks before Christmas 
break.”
     Senior Madison Ouradnik 
said, “As much as I would 

love a longer break with winter 
break in just a few weeks, 
students do not remember 
anything after long breaks.”
     Sophomore Brianna Deraad 
summarized one viewpoint 
when she said that the current 
break provides “plenty of time 
and school is important.”

Students contemplate benefits of longer breaks
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     Students participate in lots 
of different hobbies in their 
free time outside of school. 
     Senior Allison Feeney 
likes hanging out with friends 
because they “can all be 
together outside of school.”
    Junior David Sanchez and 

his friends enjoy “going to the 
gym and going bowling.”
     Freshman Brock Hessenius 
enjoys playing video games 
because playing them “brings 
[him] joy and gives [him] 
something to do.” 
    Senior Alessandro Chagolla 

thinks video games are “a fun 
way to distract [him]self from 
real world stuff and also to just 
have a fun time with friends.”
    Sophomore Brookelyn Britt 
enjoys dance; she explained, 
“It’s a time for me to leave all 
emotions behind and do what 

I love.” 
    Junior Malfeena Kitilach 
thinks dancing is “a fun hobby 
to do. It clears the head, and 
it’s good for the body.”
    Senior Maggie Allen enjoys 
sports in her non-school time. 
She said, “It relieves stress and 

allows me to be competitive, 
which I love doing.”
     Sophomore Zoe Wittkop 
also likes to take part in sports. 
She explained, “It’s fun and I 
like to hang out with friends.”

Students use hobbies to relax and have fun
by Morgan Lancaster

     As Christmas gets closer, 
LCHS students become more 
excited for the breaks, but 
many are also thinking about 
what gifts to buy for friends 
and family. 
     With excellent sales 
occurring, some starting 
even before Black Friday, the 
shopping frenzy is at a peak. 
    A few students think 
Thanksgiving was 
overshadowed by Black Friday 

sales. 
     For example, freshman Lily 
Kirby said that because people 
were focusing on Black Friday, 
“you [couldn’t just] sit and 
watch a movie or spend time 
with your family.”
    However, many students 
report getting good deals. 
Ninety-one percent of the 
student body shopped on 
Black Friday, but only 61.8% 
actually went in person. The 

top stores for students are 
Walmart, Best Buy, Target, 
Kohls, and Scheels. The rest 
of the students that enjoy 
shopping online prefer buying 
from Amazon and going 
to online storefronts of the 
popular stores.
    Many popular items were 
found on Christmas lists, but at 
LCHS, most students prioritize 
electronics and clothes. 
Other wish-list items include 

appliances and toys. 
     Many students admitted 
to purchasing items to spoil 
themselves, but still spent time 
shopping for others.
   “I [buy] for dance friends, 
dance coach, some teachers, 
and family, and school 
friends,” said freshman 
Meredith Brunsting.
    Seventy-seven percent of 
the student body say they 
found themselves impulsively 

buying items because they 
were at a low price, but many 
had budgets they followed.
    “I base my budget off of who 
I am buying for,” explained 
senior Maggie Allen.
    Senior Zachary Hoffman 
said he did not have a budget. 
    Freshman Destiny Fisher 
said her budget “depends on 
how much [she has] to spend 
that day.”

Good sales spur shopping amongst LCHS student body
by Taylor Rolling

     The LCHS large group 
speech team started practices 
in early December. This 
competitive group will work 
through January to prepare for 
their district contest at Sioux 
City East on January 22, 2022. 
Groups will then perform at 
the state contest at Spencer 
High School on February 5.
     Students on the large group 
speech team will compete 
in many different categories 
including choral reading, 
ensemble acting, group 
improv, group mime,  one-act, 
radio, readers theatre, short 
film, solo mime, and TV news. 
     The team is coached by 
Molly Kruse, Erin Ohrlund, 
and Sherri Permeswaran. 

Kruse is in her second year of 
coaching. Ohrlund has sixteen 
years under her belt, and 
Permeswaran has fifteen.
     Ohrlund enjoys coaching for 
many reasons: “Watching kids 
develop their talents, expand 
their thinking, and create new 
friendships makes coaching 
speech one of my favorite 
activities. I love being able to 
work with passionate kids who 
choose to devote hours to this 
wonderful program. Speech 
kids are the best!”
     One popular category is 
group improvisation. Senior 
Allison Feeny stated, “I enjoy 
group improvisation the most 
because you don't have to 
memorize anything. You can 

take the story wherever you 
want it to go.”
   Permeswaran also likes this 
category: “I LOVE coaching 
improv! It’s amazing to see 
what the actors come up with. 
They are so creative and 
talented!”
   Speech students have 
many reasons as to why 
they participate in speech. 
Senior Hannah Albrecht 
participates because she wants 
“to be involved and practice 
speaking.”  
     Speech is very enjoyable 
according to its participants, 
but it also comes with a lot of 
challenges. Freshman Jenna 
Morris stated that the most 
challenging part of speech is 

“lining up our schedules so we 
[can] have practices.” 
     Many speech students 
enjoy having their friends in 
their groups, but some prefer 

meeting new people. Junior 
Helen Goeken, said, “Either is 
fun to work with in a group.”

Large group speech team prepares for contests
by Maggie Allen

Alli Britt and Allison Feeney practice improv acting. 


