Bulldog Highlights
On January 14, 2022, I sent a message to the families of our school district, by email,
regarding the slowness of our emergency alert system during a “No School” alert due to
weather. As I communicated within that email, we apologize for the fact that the texting
system did not work that day. I need to mention that the issue is not the result of the
Plymouth Alert System, but it is a shortcoming of WENS Company. We are
researching new companies who may provide a more reliable alert system. In the
meantime, if you do not receive text alerts, email, or a phone call from WENS on the
Plymouth Alert System during times when late starts, early dismissals, or school
cancellations are a possibility, please refer to KLEM Radio, KTIV 4, or KCAU 9. We
will keep you posted as to future alert system changes.

Le Mars Community Schools has implemented the Center for Disease Control’s
(CDC) new guidance regarding COVID-19 isolation and quarantine. The Iowa
Department of Public Health has communicated:
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Students and staff testing positive for COVID-19, or having symptoms
(regardless of vaccination status):
a. Stay home for 5 days (previously 10 days). If there were no
symptoms, use the test date as day 0.
b.

If you have no symptoms or your symptoms are resolving after 5
days, you may return to school.

c.

CDC recommends wearing of a mask for days 6 through 10 if no
longer isolating to minimize infecting others.

Students and staff that are exposed to COVID should be isolated only if they
are having symptoms or test positive themselves. If they become symptomatic,
they should be home and consider getting tested.

The Le Mars Community School District Foundation's scholarship campaign is
currently underway. The Foundation, which formed in 1991, has partnered with
generous contributors to award over $1,060,000 in scholarships to date. Last year
alone, 58 donors awarded 148 scholarships totaling $81,250. A special thank you goes
to all who contributed last year. I also want to thank the members of this year's
scholarship committee: Joe Sitzmann, Kristin Koerselman, Rosalie Ellefson, Kent
Pauling, Debra Ahlers, Terri Martin, Toby Sullivan, Kay Michaelson, Michelle
Connor, and Julie Hurt.
If you would like to establish a scholarship or contribute to the general scholarship
fund, any Foundation member or Lisa Eisma (712-546-4155 or
lisa.eisma@lemarscsd.org) can assist you in getting started. If you are interested in
creating a legacy with an endowment fund, please contact your investment advisor.
Thank you for your support!
Go Bulldogs!

February 10, 2022
All 8th grade students and new
students (grades 6-12) that do not
have a hearing screen on file in our
district.

The LeMars Community School District Foundation and the
LeMars Community School Alumni Association are seeking
nominations for “Teacher of the Year” to represent the many great
teachers who exemplify our school district and its educational goals.
The award is called the Decades of Excellence Crystal Bell Award.
Its purpose is to recognize and honor teachers who demonstrate
excellence in education by meeting the needs of the students. Two
$500 awards will be presented to the winner; $500 for personal use
and $500 for classroom use.
Anyone wishing to nominate a teacher for the Decades of Excellence
Crystal Bell Award may stop by any of the principals’ offices or the
Superintendent’s Office, or visit the school district’s website
(www.lemarscsd.org) to obtain nomination materials. The
nomination papers must be submitted by Friday, March 25, 2022.
This award will be presented at the Foundation’s Annual Awards
Banquet to be held on Wednesday, April 27, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. in
the lower level of the LeMars Convention Center. Tickets for the
banquet will be available for the public by stopping in or calling the
Superintendent’s Office, 546-4155.

CRYSTAL BELL AWARD
TEACHER OF THE YEAR RECIPIENTS

This summers Driver's Ed. Program will be divided
into two sessions. The first session will run on 3
Saturdays; April 30th, May 7th, and May 21st, then
every weekday from May 31st to June 8th. The second
session will be from Friday, June 17th through June
30th. Classes run 7:00 am to 10:00 am. Starting dates
are subject to change if there is an extended school
year due to weather.
Preference will be given to older students in requesting
sessions.
Starting March 1st you may pick up your form from
the LeMars Community High School Principal’s office.
These forms must be returned on or before Friday,
April 22nd with the proper fee attached. LeMars
Community & Gehlen Catholic students will need to
pay $350.00 for this class. Gehlen Catholic students
who live outside the LeMars Community School
District will need to pay $475.00. Those students
residing outside the LeMars Community School
District that attend a school other than Gehlen Catholic
will pay $475.00.

A Moped Safety class will be held for students in the
LeMars area at the LeMars Middle School in room
C15 (Mr. Fehringer’s room) on March 12. Class goes
from 8:00 am to 2:15 pm.
Iowans 14 and 15 years of age are required by law to
take the moped course before receiving a license to
operate a moped on public highways. Minimum age
for this course is 13 1/2.
Students wishing to take this class should sign up and
pay in the MS office (Mrs. Bergquist, or Mrs. Gross)
before the class. Students that aren't in
LeMars Community school district can
sign up and pay on the day the course is
taken.
If you have questions please email
bkdalton6@gmail.com. Cost is $45, checks payable to
Bill Dalton or parents can pay with cash.

Every February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month,
where we bring awareness and advocacy to teen and young
adults about healthy relationships. Teen dating violence is
more common than discussed, especially with teens and
young adults. About 1 in 3 teenagers in the United States
experience physical, sexual or emotional abuse from
someone they are in a relationship with. Teen Dating
Violence Awareness month was created to educate and
advocate to stop dating violence of any form before it
happens.
The theme for the 2022 Teen Dating Violence Awareness
Month is: Talk About It. Talk About It is a call to action for
young people and those who support them to engage in
meaningful conversations about healthy relationships and
navigate what may be unhealthy or even abusive.
For a week in February, the middle school will have daily
announcements on statistics to bring awareness to the issue
of dating violence and how to know if you are in a healthy
relationship. We will also have a prize wheel during their
lunch time. If they answer questions correctly about healthy
relationships, statistics, and ways to find help, they win a
prize! Within the 8th grade guidance class, we explore
healthy and unhealthy relationships more in depth to know
what qualities to look for in a dating partner. If you have
any further questions about our discussions about healthy
relationships, feel free to reach out any time!

Abby Weiss & Jason Martin
Middle School Counselors

Parents or guardians of students in the LeMars
Community Schools have the right to review their
child’s education records. If the parents or guardians
believe that information in the record is inaccurate,
misleading or violates the privacy or other rights of the
student, they may request that the records be
amended. In the event of a disagreement, a hearing
will be held in an attempt to resolve the matter.
Questions concerning this or any other parental rights
should be directed to:
Superintendent’s Office
940 Lincoln St. SW
LeMars, Iowa 51031
Phone 546-4155

Is it February already? This school year is really moving
along. As we get ready for graduation, the counselors will
be performing credit checks with the seniors. Graduation
is set for May 22 at 3:00 pm. Weather permitting, the
location will be the Le Mars Community Stadium. We are
also working on next year’s class schedule. It is our hope
to get the 22-23 class schedule to students in April so they
can make adjustments before the summer and the start of
next school year. We are making a change in our
freshmen social studies class for the 22-23 school year.
American History will become a freshman social studies
class and World History will become a sophomore social
studies class. Next year, the freshmen and sophomore
classes will both take American History in order to make
this change.
As we are a month into the second semester, I encourage
you to check out your student’s grades to see how they are
doing. Just a reminder about second semester exams, if
he/she misses fewer than 4 days, 5 or fewer tardies, and
has no grade lower than a C-, he/she will be exempt from
second semester exams. Starting this year, absences due to
illness do not count in the 4-day total. The school does
reserve the right to ask for a doctor’s note if multiple days
are missed. Some of our concurrent classes require the
semester exams be taken. This requirement comes from
Western Iowa Tech and the exam is needed to receive
college credit.
Prom is scheduled on April 23. We will be going back to
our Prom guidelines prior to the Covid pandemic. Junior
and Senior students may have a date from another school
or may ask a sophomore from LCHS. Freshmen and
people not attending school will not be permitted as dates.
Parents interested in helping at prom with either
decorating or supervising, please contact Nancy Isebrand
or Ashley Ludwig. You may reach them at the high school
by calling 546-4153 or emailing
Nancy.Isebrand@lemarscsd.org or
Ashley.Ludwig@lemarscsd.org. The after-prom is also in
need of parent assistance. If you are able to help out with
after-prom, please contact Maria Pippett at
mariajpippett@yahoo.com.
Again, if you have any concerns about your child and their
progress in school, please contact the teacher to arrange a
meeting to discuss your concerns. We want to see all our
students succeed.
Have a great February!

Le Mars Community School District will accept applications
for preschool starting Tuesday, March 1, 2022. Applications
can be found on the school website www.lemarscsd.org on
March 1, 2022. If needed, computers will be available at the
Clark Elementary office for parents to use to complete the
application. The completed application must be e-mailed by
Friday, April 1, 2022 to the following addresses:
Dr. Neal Utesch: neal.utesch@lemarscsd.org
Ms. Jodi Fisher: jodi.fisher@lemarscsd.org
Enrollment is open to 4-year old children in the community
with the goal of having a well-rounded diverse group of
children that is representative of the population of Le Mars.
Children must turn 4 by September 15, 2022 to be eligible.

The upper grade students have been learning some
important lessons during guidance class that will keep them
safe and out of trouble when they are online. As students
are exposed to technology at a younger age, it is important
to teach them how to protect themselves and use technology
in a respectful and responsible way.
Students learned about their DIGITAL FOOTPRINT and
that everything they do online leaves a trail about them that
can never be erased. They were taught the “grandma test”-if what you post isn’t something you would want your
grandma (or parents, teacher, principal, or the police) to
see, then you shouldn’t post it!

Selection of children will be held during the week of April
4th and parents will be notified about the selection of their
child sometime during the week of April 11th. Selection will
be based on a random selection process. The Le Mars
School District reserves the right to enroll children based on
gender, age, race, ethnicity, special needs, and member of
low-income families for the purposes of high-quality
preschool experiences.

We also discussed what type of information is safe to share
online. PRIVATE INFORMATION are things that could
identify you online and in real life. Your phone number,
address, birthday, and credit card information are examples
of things students should not be sharing online.
PERSONAL INFORMATION are things that are safe to
share because they could be true for many people. Your
favorite foods, names of pets, or number of siblings are
examples of this type of information.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Dr.
Neal Utesch or Jodi Fisher at 546-8121. Please email the
completed application by Friday, April 1, 2022.

As a parent, the BEST things you can do to help your child
be safe and responsible online are:

The Le Mars Community School District will soon be
conducting Kindergarten Pre-Registration. A parent meeting
will be held Monday, March 7, 2022 in the Middle School
Auditorium at 7:00 p.m. The meeting is for parents only.

*TALK WITH THEM ABOUT HOW TO BE SAFE
ONLINE
*LIMIT THEIR USAGE OF ELECTRONICS AND
TECHNOLOGY
*MONITOR THEIR DEVICES AND THE APPS
THAT THEY ARE USING
*KNOW THAT IT IS OK TO TAKE SCREENS AWAY
WHEN THEY AREN’T BEING USED
APPROPRIATELY!

Eligible students are children who will be five years old on or
before September 15, 2022. Before the meeting, parents should
complete the 2022-2023 Kindergarten Pre-Registration form
found at lemarscsd.org under “Announcements." This link will
be available February 21, 2022.
Computers will be available before the meeting from 6-7 p.m.
for parents who do not have internet access or need assistance
filling out the Pre-Registration form. Parents should also bring
their child's original birth certificate or immunization record to
the meeting.
If you have any questions please contact Stacy at Franklin
Elementary School at 712-546-4185 or
stacy.regennitter@lemarscsd.org

If you have any questions about how to address these topics
with your children, please reach out to us and we would be
happy to help!
Kari Kopperud
Abby Mehlhaff
Elementary Guidance Counselors

melissa.hill@lemarscsd.org
judd.kopperud@lemarscsd.org
LCHS Counseling Page:
https://sites.google.com/lemarscsd.org/lchscounseling/home

There are several reasons to become a volunteer.
One of the top reasons is volunteering strengthens
a community. Volunteers provide insight regarding
resources, education, and family needs. Become a
volunteer.

Twitter account: @lemarsguidance

February 12, 2022
April 2, 2022
June 11, 2022
July 16, 2022

January 7
February 25
May 6
June 17

February is the month of purification. It is a time to
prepare for spring and longer days. It is the perfect
month to become a volunteer. The L.E.E.P. board
would like to extend an invitation for volunteers to
join the L.E.E.P. Organization.

January 21
March 11
May 20
June 24

Log onto CollegeWeekLive.com for free ACT, SAT,
and Toefl practice and test taking tips

L.E.E.P. meets the first Monday of the month,
September through May. The next meeting is
Monday, February 7, at 5:30. Meetings are held in
the middle school, room A-09.
Please contact the following officers for more information.
Gayle Vonk, president
wall.elements@yahoo.com

Saturday, February 12 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Friday, March 11 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Saturday, May 7 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Students can sign up at https://bit.ly/LCHSACTPREP

Helena McDougall, vice president
helenamhm@yahoo.com

To be considered for federal student aid, complete the
FAFSA at www.FAFSA.ED.Gov. If you need additional
help, contact the guidance office or check out these resources: www.icansucceed.org
Twitter – federalstudentaid @FAFSA, ICAN –
ICAN@icansucceed

Lorraine DeJong, co-secretary
lorraine.dejong@lemarscsd.org

Jill Rutledge, co-secretary
jill.rutledge@lemarscsd.org

Become a volunteer it is good for your physical and
mental health!

All applications are due into the Counseling Office by
.

We will
practice for the ceremony that morning at 7:30 am.

The Le Mars Community School District will not engage in any illegal discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, socioeconomic status, and marital status in its educational
programs, activities or employment policies and practices.

