Bulldog Highlights
Hello, Bulldogs!

I would like to highlight the academic achievement of our students in light of a new statewide
assessment. Many of you are aware the State of Iowa has replaced the Iowa Test of Basic Skills
and Iowa Assessments with a new test called Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress
(ISASP). This assessment is more aligned with the state required curriculum standards and is
much more rigorous. For example, instead of just computing 2 + 2, students must explain how
they solved the problem. These explanations can prove to be difficult, even for adults.
Additionally, the assessment is computer based. Computers add a completely different
complexity to the assessment; familiarity with operating a computer and typing, to name a few.
I believe it is very important to note that even though the new assessment has been challenging,
Le Mars Community Schools has more students, percentage-wise, proficient on the ISASP
math and English/Language Arts tests than our local region and state of Iowa. We only had
one grade level that did not meet this mark; however, they continue to improve. Although the
ISASP is only one indicator of student achievement, it is an indicator that we are on the right
track in preparing students to be successful adults.
Additionally, our high school students continue to exceed the state and nation on the ACT
college entrance exam! This has been the case for years. Our outstanding faculty, staff, and
supportive families, continue to be an ever-present force in helping LCSD graduates to be
successful. This is worth celebrating!

Le Mars Community’s 8th grade
Literacy teacher, Nicole Mena,
won the Barb Schubert Award
from the Iowa Council of
Teachers of English. This award,
for beginning teachers with less
than 5 years of teaching
experience, recognizes
individuals who demonstrate
exceptional literacy interactions
with students and families,
utilizes a carefully-planned rich
curriculum, encourages and
participates in professional
collaboration, and implements
innovative pedagogy. Nicole
traveled to Johnston, Iowa, on
October 14th to accept the
award.

The joys of winter will be coming soon. During times of unfavorable travel weather, we do our
best to evaluate road conditions and make a determination as to whether or not we have a late
start, early dismissal, or school cancellation; always with our students’ safety as the priority.
Your best source for accurate and timely school-related weather announcements will be
received by signing up to receive alerts through Plymouth Alert at
www.tinyurl.com/plymouthalert. You are also encouraged to listen to KLEM 1410 AM or 96.9
FM, or watch KTIV Channel 4 or KCAU Channel 9. During the past few winters, there have
been times when the Plymouth Alert system has not been able to get information out in a
timely manner due to alert overload on the system. It is recommended to utilize other media
outlets if there is a time when the weather is questionable and a Plymouth Alert has not been
received; just in case.

It is a growing local and nationwide concern; the lack of substitutes to fill much needed
positions due to employee absences. Substitutes help our school systems continue to function
and provide our students minimal lapses in learning opportunities. We ask that if you know of
someone who would like to become a substitute, please have them contact the district office at
(712) 546-4155. Thank you for helping!
Go Dogs!
The Le Mars Community School District will not engage in any illegal discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, socioeconomic status, and marital status in its educational programs, activities or employment policies and practices.

Le Mars Community Elementary Schools
Celebrate Red Ribbon Week
Students at the elementary schools got to show that they
were proud to be drug free during the week of October
25th-29th. The theme for Red Ribbon Week this year
was “Drug Free Looks Like Me”. Here is a little information about the background of Red Ribbon Week from the
National Family Partnership website that organizes the
national Red Ribbon Week event each year:
Since its beginning in 1985, the Red Ribbon Week has
touched the lives of millions of people around the world.
In response to the murder of DEA Agent Enrique Camarena, angered parents and youth in communities across
the country began wearing Red Ribbons as a symbol of
their commitment to raise awareness of the killing and destruction caused by drugs in America. In 1988, NFP sponsored the first National Red Ribbon Celebration. Today,
the Red Ribbon serves as a catalyst to mobilize communities to educate youth and encourage participation in drug
prevention activities.
Here at LCSD, we are committed to educating youth
about the dangers of drugs and alcohol and celebrating
our students who pledge to stay drug free in order to live a
healthy and happy life. Students and teachers in the elementary buildings showed their commitment to being
drug free by participating in fun dress up days during the
week. We were able to show “Drug Free Looks Like Me”
by wearing our sunglasses and that we say “Peace Out to
Drugs” by wearing our tie-dye and hippie clothes! Older
students shared announcements each day over the intercom about the dangers of drugs and alcohol. Students got
to participate in drug free lessons and activities in their
large group guidance classes. All students also signed our
pledge banner to make a public statement about being a
drug free kid. Stop by the elementary buildings to check
out our Red Ribbon Week banners!
As a parent, we encourage you to talk to your students
about the dangers of drugs and alcohol. Conversations
are one of the most powerful tools you can use to connect
with, and protect your child! Another important parenting
tip is to be aware of who your kids are spending time with
and where they hang out. It is ok to ask lots of questions
and make tough decisions for your child by saying “no”
when you feel that a situation is unsafe. Finally, make sure
they know that you support them in their efforts to be
drug and alcohol free!
Abby Mehlhaff and Kari Kopperud
Elementary Guidance Counselors

It is hard to believe we have already finished the first
quarter. As we move into November, the weather is
starting to change and we will see an uptick in students
being ill. If you do keep your child home, please call
into the high school office to let the school know.
Students can check Schoology to keep up with their
school work.
I would like to thank the parents that attended our
Parent/Teacher conferences. For those of you who
could not make it, please take the time to talk with your
child’s teachers. It only takes a moment and it
demonstrates to your child their education is important
to you.
The high school is ending our semester prior to winter
break. This means that December 17 will be day 1 of
semester tests and December 20 is day 2. December 21
will be the make-up day. On day 1, students will take
the odd periods (1, 3, 5, and 7), on day 2, they will take
the evens (2, 4, 6, and 8). During the make up day,
students will take any tests they miss. All students will
have open campus for lunch, this includes freshmen.
Also, students will not need to report to Study Hall or
Success Center on these days. Students will need to
attend all other classes regardless if they have a semester
test or not.
We do have a few trimester classes that will be ending
on November 17th. Students taking PE, Careers,
College Welding, and College English classes will begin
new classes on the 18th. Report cards for Trimester
classes will be sent home on November 22nd.
Senior parents, now is the time you should be
completing the FAFSA. This form is used to determine
eligibility for financial aid next year for college. If you
have questions regarding the FAFSA, the counseling
office can be of some assistance. Please visit this site to
fill out the form: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-foraid/fafsa.
Hopefully you have had a chance to talk with your
child’s teachers through email, on the phone, or in
person. If not, please take the time to contact them,
especially if you have a concern about how your child is
doing. I have asked the teachers to do the same. Also,
feel free to contact Mr. Formanek or myself if
something comes up.

Students, parents, employees and others doing
business with or performing services for the LeMars
Community School District are hereby notified that
this school district does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, gender,
age, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability,
socioeconomic status, and marital status in its
educational programs, activities or employment
policies and practices in admission or access to, or
treatment in, its hiring and employment practices.
Any person having inquiries concerning the school
district’s compliance with the regulations
implementing Title VI, Title VII, Title IX, the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), § 504 or
Iowa Code § 280.3 is directed to contact: Mrs.
Rachel Leavitt, Curriculum Director, 940 Lincoln St
SW, 546-4155.

Congratulations! The following students auditioned
and were selected to be part of the 2021 Northwest
Iowa Middle School Honor Band. They will
rehearse all day and have a 4:30 pm performance in
Storm Lake on November 6, with guest conductors Rich Nicklay and Onsby Rose.

Briar Hoppe - flute
Jenna Fisher and Jasmine Mason - clarinet
Carter Goodman - tenor sax
Seth Moss - baritone sax
Sarah Tilberg - French horn
Claire Beitelspacher - trumpet
Landyn Anderson - trombone
Brett Mc Innis - baritone
Ethan Hargens and Megan Brennan - percussion
Jenna Fisher was also selected to be part of the 2022
All Iowa State Middle School Honor Band, that will
take place in Des Moines in May.

Students, parents, patrons and staff of the LeMars
Community School District are hereby notified that
complaints/allegations of sexual or physical abuse of
students by any school employee or person who
volunteers services under the control of the district
shall be investigated promptly with the investigation
handled confidentially to the maximum extent
possible.
The Level I Investigator:
phone

.

The alternate Level I Investigator:
phone
.
If the Level I Investigator finds sufficient cause for
further investigation, the matter will be referred to the
Level 2 Investigator:

Yearbooks for the 2021-2022 school year are now on sale! The price gets higher the
longer you wait to order. Go to https://bit.ly/2MQuYt3 to order one today!

melissa.hill@lemarscsd.org
judd.kopperud@lemarscsd.org
LCHS Counseling Page:
https://sites.google.com/lemarscsd.org/lchscounseling/home

Twitter account: @lemarsguidance

December 11, 2021
February 12, 2022
April 2, 2022
June 11, 2022
July 16, 2022

November 5
January 7
February 25
May 6
June 17

November 19
January 21
March 11
May 20
June 24

October was National Bully Prevention Month and I
wanted to share with you some of the things that we discussed and did in the middle school during the month of
October. We began by providing the students with seven techniques they can use to stand up to a bully. Those
techniques are:
– Not reacting when someone says
or does something hurtful is often the most effective
response to bullying.
– Telling a bully to stop in a
strong and confident voice can be very effective since
most bullies do not expect someone to stand up to
them.
– When you laugh with a bully it diffuses any power the bully thought they had over you
and makes their methods less effective.

Log onto CollegeWeekLive.com for free ACT, SAT,
and Toefl practice and test taking tips

– Sometimes all it takes to
prevent bullying is to avoid places (when possible)
where the bullies like to hang out.

Saturday, November 20th 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Saturday, December 11th 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

– Bullies often look for kids who
are alone or isolated so hanging out with friends can
be a great way to prevent bullying.

11/01/2021

– Always know
where the exits to a room are and use them if needed. Students can also make a lot of noise or attract
attention as needed when being bullied.

2:00 PM
11/02/2021
10:00 AM
11/09/2021
10:00 AM
11/16/2021
10:00 AM

– The best way to
prevent bullying is to report it. Without adult intervention, the bullying will often escalate and continue.
Please take some time and speak with your child about
using some or all of these techniques if they find themselves the victim of a bully. We also had a whole school
assembly on October 27 with Mr. Jeff Veley. Mr. Veley
has spoken with the middle school before and is famous
for his “peace sign” approach to bullying. You can learn
all about Mr. Veley and his outstanding message at
Jeffveley.com.

By Monica Flory
produced by special arrangement with Playscripts,
Inc. (www.playscripts.com)
Tabitha and her brother Louis open a mysterious box
at their home in New York. Their curiosity unleashes
five imprisoned fairy tale villains whose main goal
seems to be creating mayhem. The Big Bad Wolf, the
Wicked Witch, Rumplestiltskin, the Evil Queen, and
the 13th Fairy discover that they can stir up even
more trouble and control other characters when they
write in Tabitha’s special notebook. The only way
Tabitha can restore order is to rewrite the story, but
that’s tough to do when the villains have her tied up!
Crazy antics, bumbling villains, and a silly storyline
make Once Upon a Pandora’s Box a great comedy
that is suitable for all ages. Performances are November 11, 12, and 13 at 7:00 pm in the high school Little
Theatre. Tickets are $5 and may be purchased at the
door or in the high school office after November 1.
Audiences will enjoy seeing how the power of the
written word comes to hilarious life in this fanciful
play!

PARENTS ARE REMINDED THAT ONLY UNDER VERY
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES ARE STUDENTS LIVING IN
TOWN PERMITTED TO RIDE COUNTRY ROUTE BUSES. WE DO NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT ROOM ON THESE
ROUTES TO BE ABLE TO PERMIT TOWN STUDENTS
TO RIDE HOME WITH COUNTRY STUDENTS FOR VISITS, BIRTHDAY PARTIES, ETC. LIKEWISE, COUNTRY
STUDENTS CANNOT RIDE THE TOWN ROUTE BUSES
TO THE HOMES OF FRIENDS.

.
: In the event there is an emergency requiring a school
building lockdown, lockout, evacuation, or shelter, parents/guardians and
community are directed to do the following:
This is a request from the Le Mars Police
Department, Plymouth County Sheriff’s Department, Le Mars Fire Department,
and school district. Our public safety servants request this of you due to their
inability to provide total focus on student safety while attempting to control
parents/guardians and community members at the site.
Your child may not be able to use their
phone; which may cause you alarm if they do not answer. Additionally, if there is
an intruder, your contact may alert the intruder to student locations. Also,
student information may not be accurate. Accurate information will be provided
to parents through Plymouth Alert and KLEM.
Employees will be working to secure the situation and
phone interruptions may prevent this effort. Information will be provided
through Plymouth Alert and KLEM radio stations 96.9 FM and 1410 AM.
. Communication from
the Le Mars Community School District will be provided through Plymouth
Alert, and when appropriate, through KLEM radio stations 96.9 FM and 1410
AM.
A. Plymouth Alert information will include:
I. Alert notification of the situation
II. Parent directions
III. If needed, a designated community gathering location to receive information,
when available
IV. If needed, a number to be called for information
V. If needed, a designated location for parents to pick-up students
B. KLEM radio information may include:
I. Other information to keep parents and community informed
: The Le Mars Community School District and public safety
servants understand parent and community desire for quick information. However,
our priorities, in the order they will occur, are as follows:
- Student safety.
- Details of the situation will be communicated with parents and
community after student safety, true understanding of the situation, and consultation
with public safety officials have been established. Then, information will be
provided to parents and community.

We are trying to make the best decisions we can with
the information we have (and it may change) for the
health of your child and our community. We know
some things will look different than how we have done
it in the past. Currently, your child must stay home if
they have a positive Covid test or a fever within the last
24 hours; no exceptions. Please contact the front office
or school nurse for an exact return to school date.
- All students entering kindergarten and 9th grade must have a dental screening
or an exemption form submitted to the school per Iowa
Law. Please submit completed forms to the office.
(7th-12th grade)- Any student
planning to participate in sports, including cheerleading
and dance, must turn in a completed physical report
from a medical doctor, nurse practitioner, or chiropractor, with the parent’s signature on it, before they are
allowed to participate in practice. These forms can be
picked up from the High School Guidance office for
high school students or the middle school office for 7-8
grade students. You will also need to complete the
Athletic insurance waiver/parent or legal guardian permission form and the “Heads up” Concussion form.

November 19, 2021
9:00am-1:30PM
New Gym Entry

16 years old or older
***Permission Slip required if under age 18
Weigh 120 lbs or more
Photo ID with name; worse case scenario lunch cards
will be accepted if you have a photo.

Please eat a good breakfast/lunch before donating
Have permission slips signed in advance.
Here is the link to the minor consent forms as well as a
link to important information regarding donation!

See below for Standard Protocol Response alert definitions:
Lockout- A lockout is called when there is a threat or hazard outside of the school
building. Students do business as usual within the building and doors will be
locked; no person will be allowed in or out of the building.
Lockdown-A lockdown is called when there is a threat or hazard inside the school
building. Students will be inside locked classrooms and/or remain out of the line
of sight.
Evacuate-An evacuation is called when there is a need to be moved out of a
specific location due to a threat or hazard.

Tips for Donating Blood - LifeServe Blood Center
Minor Consent - LifeServe Blood Center
Eligibility FAQ's - LifeServe Blood Center
Dona Jean Lias
HS/MS Nurse

