Bulldog Highlights
Hello, Bulldogs!
Congratulations to Randy Ewing on being named the Decades of Excellence Crystal
Bell Teacher of the Year in the Le Mars Community School District for 2021. Mr.
Ewing is very deserving of this great honor! Members of the Foundation Board,
students, staff, administration, family, and those nominating him, surprised Mr.
Ewing with the announcement during a vocal concert. The Decades of Excellence
Crystal Bell Award is co-sponsored by the Le Mars Community Schools Foundation
and the LCHS Alumni Association. Both the Foundation and the Alumni
Association are outstanding supporters of the Le Mars Community School District.
We would like to thank Iowa State Bank for their $50,000 donation to the ball
diamond renovation project! The district will signify their generosity with the Iowa
State Bank logo placed on the new concessions and restroom building. The newly
updated ball diamonds will be ready for business come May practices and games.
We are all thankful that we live in a community in which residents support projects
for the schools and community betterment!
Reminders: May 3-7 is National Teacher Appreciation Week and May 4 is National
Teacher Day. If you feel so inclined, please consider sending our teachers a message
of thanks for their efforts to improve the lives of every student. The month of May is
also School Board Recognition Month. This is a time to recognize and show
appreciation for our great volunteer school board members who put much time and
effort into being one of the best school boards in the State of Iowa. They also
deserve a message of thanks for creating and improving a school system in which all
students are provided opportunities for success.
As another school year draws to a close, I would like to thank the students, families,
staff, School Board, Plymouth County Public Health, and community for their
support during this pandemic. We were fortunate, through the input and guidance of
our local health officials, to be able to make educated decisions about mitigation
strategies and keeping our children in school every day this year. Our students were
able to continue their education in a safe environment, receive social/emotional
support, enjoy the social aspects of school, and continue their activities throughout
the school year. This school year has been a success! Thank you! We are hopeful
that we are able to return to normalcy next school year. However, we will continue to
monitor the situation closely and seek the expertise of our local health experts on
future decisions. Again, thank you to everyone for a great, successful school year!
Le Mars Community is a great place to live and raise children. Have a great summer!

Le Mars Community School
District is accepting applications
for preschool. Applications can
be found on the school website
www.lemarscsd.org or in the office
at Clark Elementary School. The
completed application process will
be open until all available spots
are filled. Enrollment is open to
4-year old children in the
community with the goal of having
a well-rounded diverse group of
children that is representative of
the population of Le Mars.
Children must turn 4 by
September 15, 2021 to be eligible.
The Le Mars School District
reserves the right to enroll
children based on gender, age,
race, ethnicity, special needs, and
member of low-income families
for the purpose of high-quality
preschool experiences.
Applications will be accepted until
all available spots are filled.
If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact Neal Utesch at
546-8121, 546-4185, or
neal.utesch@lemarscsd.org

“I am truly amazed how Mr. Ewing touches the lives of all of his students and instills in them a true love of music,” reads one of the
nominations submitted.
Mr. Ewing has served the Le Mars Community School District as its high school vocal music teacher for the past fifteen (15) years. In
his role, he teaches and directs the chamber, concert, treble, and bass clef choirs, madrigal singers, and show choir. In addition, he
prepares students for solo and ensemble contest, All-State, Opus, and other honor choirs, and organizes, directs, and produces the
bi-annual Madrigal Dinner.
Randy resides in Le Mars with his wife Nancy of 30 years who is the middle school vocal music teacher at Le Mars Community. They
have two children. Katelyn and her husband Layton Elscott live in Hampton, Iowa, where she is the 9-12 vocal music instructor for
the Hampton-Dumont School District. Karter is a Sales Department Manager for the Menards store in Ames, Iowa.
Mr. Ewing’s nomination was coordinated by parent Christy McInnis and her son Jack McInnis, and supported by colleagues and other
students of Mr. Ewing. They described him as “not just a teacher, but a leader, a great student influencer, and a contributor to the music program as a whole”. “He is a wonderful teacher who not only cares about the content he teaches, but about his students as well.
He truly cares for his students, and he wants them to succeed; not just in music, but in life.”
Congratulations, Mr. Ewing! Thank you for your passion, dedication, and commitment to the LCS music program and its students.

1996-Jane Mertes
1997-Tom DeKoster
1998-Glendon Peterson
1999-Myrna Kreykes
2000-Mike Storm
2001-Steve Mohning
2002-Vicki Borchers
2003-Matt Oleson

2004-Daletta Bruggeman
2005-Melissa Leraas
2006-Jim Denekas
2007-Ted Hallberg
2008-Kay Powell
2009-Sherri Permeswaran
2010-Julie Theisen
2011-Curt Ohrlund

2012-Jeanne Rust
2013-Jayne Willer
2014-Mary Kay Benton
2015-Kim Rohrs
2016-Tracy Wingert
2017-Mark Vonnahme
2018-Doug Martin
2019-Kelley Johnson

has spent her first twenty-five years at
Le Mars Community as a 7th grade Literacy teacher and will assume the role of the 6-12
Literacy/Generalist Coach in the fall of 2021. In
addition to teaching, Kelly has been a member of
the district’s Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment (CIA) team since 2005.
Kelly and her husband Cliff have three children.
Kendra and husband Greg live in Omaha with their two boys Owen (2
years) and Ira (1 month). Kasie and husband Brady are the parents of
Berkley (2 years) and Oakley (9 months) and reside in Le Mars. Brenden and his fiancée live in Des Moines.
Kelly is a life-long resident of Le Mars and enjoys attending extra-curricular activities of LCHS students. Her husband and three children
are all LCHS alumni.
Kelly’s favorite memories include being hired by John Mandernack,
planning the middle school “Iowa thematic unit”, developing and leading professional development with the CIA team, and working everyday with “wonderful, awesome” teachers.

has been serving lunch, and
breakfast since that program began, at Kluckhohn Elementary throughout her tenure at Le
Mars Community.
Eileen and her husband Steve have three children. Jessica and her husband have one daughter and one son. John and his wife have twin
daughters. Chris and his wife have two boys.
“Being a grandparent is wonderful,” adds Eileen.
“I have enjoyed working at Kluckhohn, and I’m fortunate to have
worked with some great and fun people”, remarks Eileen. “I love
working with the young kids; you never know what they are going to
say or do. Serving breakfast has given me a better chance to get to
know some of the kids more personally.”
joined Le Mars Community as a
teacher associate for the middle school.
Throughout her years at LCS, she has served as
a teacher associate for Clark Elementary and
Franklin Elementary in addition to the middle
school. Renee has also been the administrative
assistant at Franklin Elementary, and for the past
seven years has been the Administrative Assistant at Clark Elementary.
Renee and her husband Don have been married for 45 years. They
are the parents of four children; Nicki, Craig, Tyler, and Jenna are all
graduates of LCHS. They enjoy being grandparents to 5 grandsons:
Kaden, Karsen, Jack, Jed, and Paul, and 2 granddaughters: CeCe and
Frannie.
Renee commented, “From the time my oldest started school, I was
involved with PTO and any other volunteering with the school. As
our children got older and more involved, we attended events: show
choir, tennis, track, basketball, baseball, football, cheerleading, dance
team, choir and volleyball.”
When asked for her favorite memory, Renee responded that there
are “just too many to list, but they all center around the students”.

began her career with Le Mars Community as a kindergarten teacher at Kissinger Elementary. In 2000, she transferred to Franklin Elementary
as a Reading Interventionist. Then, two years later she
began teaching kindergarten at Kluckhohn Elementary. Since 2003, Kay has been working at Kluckhohn
Elementary as a Library Associate and as an office
aide.
Kay is married to Brian, a retired juvenile judge for the State of Iowa.
Their son Adam (LCHS ’04), an elementary physical education teacher
for the Littleton School District in Colorado and his wife Rochelle, a CPA
for KPMG, have three children; Lyla (7), McCoy (5) and Nash (1). Their
daughter Jenelle (LCHS ’08), Wellness Coordinator at Le Mars Physical
Therapy, and her husband Caleb Van Otterloo, the physical education
teacher at LCMS, are parents to 3-year old Kinley.
“It has been a point of pride for me to be employed by the Le Mars Community School District” shares Kay. “I have greatly enjoyed the relationships I have made with students, families and staff members over the years.
I have had the privilege of working under the leadership of principals Dave
Horken, Jim Hess, and Scott Parry. I am grateful for the friendships and
collegial relationships I have enjoyed with both teachers and staff over the
last 25 years including fellow Kissinger, Franklin, and Kluckhohn teachers
as well as media specialists Audrey Brown, Cathy Hovden, Laura Betsworth, and Linda Meis and secretaries Dawn Cole and Marie Kooistra.”
“When you teach kindergarten, every day is an adventure, but those adventures make kindergarten one of the best grades to teach” Kay explains.
“My favorite memories are actually made as I watch those students grow
up and use the talents I knew they had when they were with me!”

has been a middle school teacher associate
for her entire career with Le Mars Community
Schools. In addition, she has worked with the summer
custodial staff and helped out with many sporting
events.
Karen enjoys spending time with her family; daughter
Emily, sons Joe and Jon, and her two grandpups Archie and Clyde.
“It’s been a blessing to be part of the Le Mars Community School District”
says Karen. “I have worked with some of the best administrators, teachers,
and students over the years. It’s great to see students graduate from LCHS
and become successful adults.”

has been a full-time bus driver the
past 25 years at Le Mars Community and has been
the announcing voice of the Le Mars home
basketball games for several years.
Marlyn and his wife Mary of 52 years have four
children and five grandchildren.
Marlyn commented that as a graduate of LCHS, he
has seen many changes throughout the years. “Our
future seems bright” he remarked.
Marlyn enjoys his committment to athletics and his interaction with
teams and coaches. As a route driver, he enjoys greeting the students in
the morning and wishing them well in the afternoon.

son of Ryan & Becky Boehmer, plans to attend Iowa State University to
obtain a degree in Civil Engineering. During
his high school years, Collin has been involved
in Football, Bowling, Track and Cross Country.

is the son of Timothy & Susan Geitz
and has plans to attend either Iowa State University or South Dakota State University to pursue
a degree in Mechanical Engineering, while also
being involved in the music program. Luke has
been active in Concert Band, Marching Band,
Jazz Band, Symphony, All State, Honor Band,
Solo & Ensemble, National Honor Society
member at-large/officer, and Basketball Manager. He leads youth Bible study, teaches Sunday
School, leads Vacation Bible School, helps run
the technology booth for church services, plays
in the city municipal band, works at Hy-Vee and
is a member of the youth board at his church.
, daughter of Dan & Maria
Goodman, is currently planning to attend the
University of Iowa to major in Human Physiology. Bailey’s activities include Band, Marching
Band, Honor Band, Symphony, Honor Orchestra, Pep Band, Choir, Show Choir, Madrigal,
Solo & Small Ensemble Contest, Large Group
Speech, Individual Speech, Musicals, Thespians, Adaptive P.E., Spanish Club, Calculus
Club, and College English Club. Bailey is a
member of youth group and is employed at
Piece of Cake.
is the son of Michael & Christine Hulinsky and will be attending Iowa State
Univeristy and studying Physics or Engineering.
Ethan has participated in Cross Country, Track,
Robotics, Quiz Bowl, and National Honor Society and is a member of the Le Mars Bible
Church youth group.

is the son of Chris & Tammy Meier. He plans to attend basic training
for the Iowa National Guard, AIT, and Iowa
State University for Engineering. Alexander’s activities include Choir, Chamber
Choir, Band, Large Group Speech, Robotics
Team, Madrigal, and Thespians. He also
participates in church and youth group,
works at Habitué, and is active with the Iowa
National Guard.
A

the daughter of Dave & Linda
Meis, will be attending Iowa State University to
major in Biochemistry/Pre-med. Caroline is involved in Tennis, Cross Country, Speech, Quiz
Bowl, Band, and Orchestra in addition to being
active with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
and working as a Hy-Vee Pharmacy clerk.

is the daughter of Matthew &
Shawn Schiefen and is planning to attend Morningside College to
major in Computer Science. Throughout her high
school years, Samantha’s activities have included
softball, FFA, and bowling, including a bowling
state championship. Samantha is a member of the
National Honor Society and has volunteered at
the United Methodist Church, Christmas Acres
and Noah’s Hope Animal Rescue, and participates
in a bowling league at Sweet 16 Lanes.

the son of Steve & Lisa
Schmidt, plans to study Pharmacy at South Dakota
State University. Brayden has been active in Golf,
Football, Basketball, Student Council, and National Honor Society. He has participated in his
church’s youth group, the BackPack Program, the
father-daughter dance, the spring clean-up for elderly church members, and as a life guard.

B

son of Tracy & Kathy Wingert,
plans to attend Iowa State University to major in
Chemical Engineering. Kaden’s activities include
College English Club, National Honor Society,
DLIIT, Student Council, Cross Country, Quiz
Bowl, Tennis, Boys State Tennis, Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, and Leadership Club. He is
active with the usher committee at St. John’s Lutheran Church, the BackPack Program, and
Cross Country camp.

is the son of Ryan & Tifany
Wright and has plans to attend Utah State. Kutter has been active in Tennis, Quiz Bowl, Student Council, Leadership Club, National Honor
Society, DLIIT, CTE Advisory Committee, FBLA, American Legion, and Boys State Tennis.
He plays hockey, is a member of the Boy Scouts,
and has volunteered with Adaptive Sports and
Special Olympics.

The Le Mars Art Center will be hosting our annual youth art
exhibit featuring artwork from the elementary students in Le
Mars.
This year’s exhibit will be on display from May 4th through
June 5th. A reception honoring the artists will be held on
Saturday, May 8th from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Each school
will be assigned a different portion of the 10-4 time frame to
allow for proper social distancing and other Covid-19 safety
measures.
This reception is free to the public and will feature artwork
created by students from Le Mars Community, as well as
Gehlen Catholic. Each elementary building will be
submitting approximately 30 pieces of art to be part of this
year’s collection.
The students are really excited to have their families, friends,
and the community of Le Mars stop in to see their creations!
We would like to extend a big thank you to the Le Mars Art
Center for hosting this event! Hope to see you there!
-Gina Statema
Elementary Art

Students entering the fifth grade next fall may wish to
participate in the school beginning band program this
summer. Lessons will begin on Monday, June 7 and
will run for five weeks. Students will receive two 45
minute lessons per week, free of charge, and are
grouped according to instrument. Lessons are held in
the Middle School band room and are taught by Mr.
Benton. An instrument display will be held on Monday, May 10 at 7:00 PM, in the Middle School gym.
Students who are interested in starting band in 6th grade
are also encouraged to attend the display night on May
10 and begin taking lessons this summer.

Summer Learning Can Be Fun!
Research about how much children lose ground over the summer is
well documented. Harris Cooper of Duke University notes, "Overall, children experience an average summer learning loss across
reading and mathematics of about one month". The thing is,
though, kids don't have to lose over the summer. In fact, you can
encourage your child to have a summer of fun and learning with
these five free and easy things to do. Try them out!
1. Read Every Day Reading books over the summer has a positive
impact on fall reading achievement comparable to attending summer school (Kim, 2004). Take your kids to the library often and let
them choose which books to check out. Listen to books on tape.
Subscribe them to a magazine. Take turns reading to each other.
Allow your kids to stay up a half hour later at night as long as
they're reading.
2. Use Math Every Day The largest summer learning losses for all
children occur in mathematical computation, an average of 2.6
months (Cooper, 1996). Practice the multiplication tables by making each point in a basketball game worth 7 points (or 8 or 9). Ask
your kids to make change at the drive-thru. Show your child how to
go to educational math websites to play math games. Make up math
word problems in the car and at the dinner table.
3. Get Outside and Play Intense physical activity programs have
positive effects on academic achievement, including increased concentration; improved mathematics, reading, and writing test scores;
and reduced disruptive behavior. Find ways to ensure your child is
active for 60 minutes each day. Have him or her walk the neighbor's dog, go swimming, take walks, or go for family bike rides.
4. Write Every Week Ask your child to write a weekly letter to his
or her grandparents, relatives, or friends. Encourage him to keep a
summer journal. Have her write the family's grocery list.
5. Do a Good Deed Students learn better and "act out" less when
they engage in activities to aid in their social-emotional development, such as community service. Encourage your child to help
out neighbors or friends. He or she can volunteer with a local
group or complete a service learning project. Suggest that your child
set aside part of his allowance for charity.
We hope you have a summer full of learning and FUN!
Adapted from a presentation by Brenda McLaughlin, Director of
Research and Policy, Center for Summer Learning, Johns Hopkins
University and Jane Voorhees Sharp, Office of Early Care and Education, New Jersey Department of Human Services.
Elementary Guidance Counselors
DeAndra Mahrt & Kari Kopperud

It is the policy of the LeMars Community School
District to provide equal opportunity in its provision of
educational and auxiliary programs for students. The
district will not engage in any illegal discrimination on
the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, gender,
age, sexual orientation, gender identity, socio economic
status, creed, disability or marital status in its educational
programs, activities or employment policies and
practices.
The board requires all persons, agencies, vendors,
contractors and any other persons or organizations doing
business with or performing services for the district to
subscribe to this policy and to all applicable federal and
state laws or lawful regulations.
In addition to its policy and practice of equal
opportunity and non-discrimination, the board directs
that the district’s education program shall foster
knowledge and appreciation for the historical and
contemporary contributions of diverse cultural groups as
well as those of both women and men. The curriculum
will also reflect the diverse variety of occupational and
societal roles open to both women and men.
Questions or complaints alleging illegal discrimination
on the basis of gender should be directed to the district’s
Title IX and Multicultural Gender Fair Coordinator –
Mr. Kyle Formanek, Associate High School Principal,
921 3rd Ave. SW, LeMars, IA 51031, phone 712-5464153.
Questions or complaints alleging any other types of
illegal discrimination should be directed to the district’s
Equity Coordinator – Rachel Leavitt, Curriculum
Director, 940 Lincoln Street SW, LeMars, IA 51031,
phone 712-546-4155.
Inquiries or complaints may also be directed to the Iowa
Civil Rights Commission in Des Moines, IA, or to
Region VII Office of Civil Rights, Education Division,
Kansas City, Missouri.

- All prescription and non-prescription
medication need to be picked up in the office before your student's
last day of school. Any medication left in the nurse’s office at the end
of the school year will be disposed of.
- Student immunization records must be up to
date for all incoming students.
Pre-school and Kindergarten students need to have their shots
completed (including 4 year old booster shots for kindergarten
students) before the first day of school.
Students entering 7th grade must have a Tdap booster and
Meningococcal vaccine before the first day of school.
Students entering 12th grade must have a Meningococcal vaccine.
(1) dose is required if the first dose was received after the age of 16.
(2) doses are required if the first dose was given before the age of 16.
These must be completed before the first day of school.
Immunization records will be sent in the mail to ALL graduating
seniors. Please do not lose them as we do not keep a copy of
immunization records after graduation.
All students entering kindergarten and
9th grade must have a dental certificate completed before the first day
of school in August.
This test is a state requirement for
kindergarten. Many children have had lead testing completed by their
physician or other early childhood programs. Please request the
results and provide documentation to the school. If your child has
not had a blood lead level checked in the past, this needs to be done
at your doctor's office prior to the first day of the 2021/2022 school
year.
- All students entering kindergarten and
third grade now need a proof of a vision screening. This is just a
screening and does not mean your child needs a full vision exam.
The screening can be completed by your eye doctor, health care
provider, or a community based organization. The certificate of
vision screening form needs to be completed before the first day of
the 2021/2022 school year.
(7th-12th grade)- Be sure to schedule your
sports physicals now so you have them taken care of before
Summer/Fall practices begin. Any student planning to participate in
sports, including cheerleading and dance, must turn in a completed
physical report from a medical doctor, nurse practitioner, or
chiropractor, with the parent’s signature on it, before they are allowed
to participate in practice. These forms can be picked up from the
High School Guidance office for high school students or the middle
school office for 7-8 grade students. You will also need to complete
the athletic insurance waiver/parent or legal guardian permission form
and the “Heads up” concussion form.

We have made it to May! With May comes the nice weather and
the end of our school year. I would like to thank all the students
and families for their cooperation and support throughout this
school year. When we started this year, I didn’t know what to
expect. I know we all felt the stress of quarantining students who
were exposed and felt the frustration of why quarantine if we are
wearing masks. Thankfully that guidance was changed. I am glad
that the students were able to participate in their various activities,
although the spectator limitations were new, the students were still
able to have their seasons.
During the first week of May, we will be administering the ISASP,
this is our state assessment that replaced the Iowa Assessments 3
years ago. This will only be our second time administering this
assessment since the state waived the requirement last year.
Students in grades 9-11 will take the writing assessment on May 4.
This will start at 8:25 am. Seniors will not need to report to school
until 10:25 am that day. The reading, math, and science assessments
will be taken on May 6 and 7 during their English, Math, or Biology
classes. We will be running a block schedule on those days. The
even periods will be on Thursday, and the odd periods will be on
Friday. All students will have an open lunch period. The state
requires that every student takes these assessments. We would
appreciate it if you could not schedule appointments on these days.
It is also important that your student has a good supper the night
before and a good breakfast the day of so they can focus on the
assessment. These assessments help qualify your student to take the
concurrent courses through LCHS and Western Iowa Tech.
As we get into May, we have one big event left in the school year,
that is graduation. Graduation is set for May 23, 2021 at 3:00 pm.
The tentative plan is to have it outside at Le Mars Community
Stadium. A determination will be made by Thursday of that week if
it needs to be moved inside because of the weather forecast. In the
past, each family received 4 tickets for graduation, 2 for the floor
and 2 for the bleachers. The rest of the gym was general admission.
We will also provide families with 4 tickets per family as we move
outside. The middle sections of the stadium will be reserved for
those with tickets and the outer sections will be general admission.
Again, each family will get 4 tickets, and we will have a reduced
general admission. We will make a timely decision regarding
COVID mitigation strategies as the event nears. More to come.
Some dates for Senior parents: May 14 is the last day of regular
class. May 17 and 18 are Senior semester test days. May 19 at 9:00
am is our graduation breakfast and practice. Cost for the breakfast is
$5 and needs to be paid in the office by May 7. Also on the 19th at
6:30 pm is the Senior Awards Night program. This will be in the
MS auditorium and due to capacity limits, we will only be allowing
the parents of the students to attend. Masks will be required.
The dates for non-senior students are as follows: Last day of class is
on May 25. Semester tests will be on May 26 and 27. If your
student does not have to take semester tests, he/she is done on May
25.
The guidance counselors have been working on student schedules
for next year. If your child has a gap in their schedule or is missing
classes they will contact the student to talk with them about this.
Have a great summer, and see you next school year!

The Summer Food Service Program, administered
by the Iowa Department of Education, provides
nutritious meals and snacks to children in low-income areas during the summer months. To learn
more about the summer food service program feeding sites across the state of Iowa, visit the following
website:
www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks

Studies have shown that students may lose as much as
one month’s worth of reading progress over the summer and the losses in math may be even greater. It is
extremely important to keep our student’s minds and
bodies active during the summer months in order to
prevent any type of education regression. The websites
that we’ve listed below are designed to help our students maintain their educational proficiency and have
fun in the process.
https://www.middleweb.com/15164/student-summerreading/. This website has a ton of suggestions for parents and students regarding books/articles to read for
enjoyment and/or ones that are designed to improve
basic learning skills.
https://illuminations.nctm.org/. The National Council
of Teachers of Mathematics has developed a website
that contains lessons, brain teasers, and success stories
all focused on math. You can also look at materials
that apply to all grade levels.
http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources/. This is a website really designed for parents
who want to help their child over the summer. It contains all kinds of useful information designed to teach
parents how to engage their students in summer learning and provides information/resources to help with
that process.

Middle school library books need to be returned
no later than Monday, May 24th. Please take care
of all library book fines so that they don't carry over
into the next school year. Be sure to check out
books from your public library and do some summer
reading!

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/summerlearning-resources-parents. This site offers resources
and tips for students who are English Language Learners. It is designed to help supplement and improve
upon a student’s reading skills/progress.
Feel free to visit the sites above and use the resources
provided to help your student continue/improve their
learning during the summer months. We would also
encourage students to visit as many “virtual” museums
as they possible can since several are now offering this
as an option due to Covid restrictions. Have a GREAT
summer! Mrs. Kopperud and Mr. Martin.

2021 Capital Campaign

melissa.hill@lemarscsd.org
judd.kopperud@lemarscsd.org

Dear Supporter and Friend of L.E.E.P.,
Thank you for your contribution to LeMars Community Education Enhancement Project’s 2021 Capital Campaign. The financial
donation will be used to enhance the education for students, families, and community members who attend the LeMars Community School District. Your donations are for expenditures above and
beyond the existing district budget.
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens
can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has”Margaret Meade. This quote is fitting as it relates to L.E.E.P..
March 23, 2009, was the first meeting of a group of concerned
parents, grandparents, and friends of the LeMars Community
School District. Concerns stemmed from the district experiencing
budget cuts due to federal and state funding. These cuts in turn
reduced supplies, materials, textbooks, and technology that directly impacted the students. What started as a vision of a small group
has grown to a vital part of student achievement.
Generous donations the past twelve years have enhanced the possibilities for students to discover and bring to light endless opportunities through reading, writing, speaking, listening, exploring,
creating, and inventing. Each year schools across the state encounter roadblocks which, in turn, trickle down to students and educators, 2020-2021 has been extremely difficult. L.E.E.P. has
honored many requests to ease some of those roadblocks. Requests honored have included, but not limited to, purchasing classroom computers, free reading books for classroom libraries,
supplies for centers in the elementary schools, equipment and
supplies for the high school Robotics Club, supplemental curriculum, seat sacks, resource books for Challenge classes, and Shotgun
microphones with cables and telescopic boom pole used for live
streaming school events.

Twitter account: @lemarsguidance

•Senior Exit Survey completed by, Tuesday, May 18
•Senior check out day is Tuesday, May 18
•Senior Breakfast: Wednesday, May 19 at 9:00 AM
High School Commons
•Practice Graduation: Wednesday, May 19 at 10:00 AM
High School Little Theater/Le Mars Community Stadium
•Awards Night: Wednesday, May 19 at 6:30 PM
Middle School Auditorium
•Graduation Commencement: Sunday, May 23 at 3:00 PM
Le Mars Community Stadium

Friday, May 14 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Friday, May 21 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM

May 7
June 18

May 8 - 21
June 19-25

Log onto CollegeWeekLive.com for free ACT, SAT, and
Toefl practice and test taking tips

You may want to start your college visits either yet this school year
or during the summer. The students can use up to 3 days for
college visits and these will not count against their attendance.

Thank you so much for supporting L.E.E.P. through your donation. It is with deep gratitude that L.E.E.P. is a part of this great
community and school district.

Visits can be set up by going to the college website and under
admissions generally there is a drop down for visits, call the
college, or have the Guidance Office schedule for you.

Sincerely,

**Students can pick up a college visit form and advance make-up
sheet in the HS front office. The form is to be signed by the
college and returned to the front office. If you have any questions
about college visits, please call the Guidance Office 712-546-7028.
Have a great summer!!!

L.E.E.P. Executive Board
Gayle Vonk, President
Helena McDougall, Vice President
Jill Rutledge and Lorraine DeJong, Co-Secretaries
Angela Hurd, Treasurer

ONLINE Registration: August 2, 2021 – August 13, 2021
http://www.lemarscsd.org
IN-PERSON Registration: August 4, 2021 from 11:00 AM to 7:00
PM – Middle School Commons
IN-PERSON Registration: August 5, 2021 from 7:00 AM to 3:00
PM – Middle School Commons

(NHD) engages students in historical research and skill development. This year the theme for NHD is Communication in History: The Key to Understanding.
Forty-three students from Le Mars Community School
competed this year in the NHD district contest. The students were very dedicated and put in many hours of hard
work to complete their projects. Parents, fellow teachers and
some community members helped the students prepare for
the competition. I would like to thank every parent and person who helped the students. Your support and feedback
were extremely valuable and appreciated!
After competing in this year’s NHD district competition,
seven students from Le Mars Community School have advanced to the State Competition. Matthew Ahlers, a Junior,
at Le Mars Community High School, advanced to state in
the Senior Division of the Historical Paper category. The
Le Mars Middle School students who advanced in the Junior Division include Luke Hulinsky and Megan Brennan
in the Website category, Maya Hogrefe and Ella Rutledge in
the Exhibit category and Ian DeRuyter and Traven Sipenuk
in the Historical Paper category.
The top two projects from each division in every category performance, exhibit, website, historical paper and documentary - qualify to compete in the state competition. This
year the state contest was virtual. Students competed in the
preliminary round which began April 15, 2021. Those results were posted on April 22, 2021. The final round began
on April 26, 2021, and those results were posted on April
30, 2021.

A Moped Safety class will be held for students in the
LeMars area at the LeMars Middle School in room C15
(Mr. Fehringer’s room) on September 11, 2021 or
March 12, 2022 (you only need to pick one date). Class
goes from 8:00 to 2:15. If there is a school quarantine we
will have the class using Google meet. Details will be
emailed to people if we have to offer the course virtually.
Iowans 14 and 15 years of age are required by law to take
the moped course before receiving a license to operate a
moped on public highways. Minimum age for this course
is 13 1/2. Students wishing to take this class should sign
up and pay in the MS office (Mrs. Bergquist or Mrs.
Gross) before the class. Students that
aren't in LeMars Community school
district can sign up and pay on the day
the course is taken. If you have
questions please email
bkdalton6@gmail.com. Cost is $40,
checks can be made out to Bill
Dalton or parents can pay with cash.

Try MackinVia for online ebooks and audio books
(Please contact nancy.isebrand@lemarscsd.org for
username and password). In addition, starting April 29,
2021, SYNC offers 2 free audiobooks for TEENS (and
older) each week.
Goto https://@www.audiobooksync.com. The Le Mars
Public library also offers wonderful ebooks for all ages
through many resources, including Tumblebooks and
Overdrive (Libby).
Contact the public library at
546-5004 for more
information!
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