Bulldog Highlights
Hello, Bulldogs! This school year continues with our students performing at
high levels, academically and within our extra-curricular activities. I would
like to congratulate all of our students, teachers, and sponsors/coaches on
great success this winter. Our students have been making their mark at the
state and local levels within speech, music, athletics, and robotics. Le Mars
can take great pride in the fact that our students are representing our community in great fashion, with strong character and talent!

The Iowa State Board of Education approved and adopted new computer
science standards. These standards are to be in place by July 1, 2022, in kindergarten through 12th grade. For the high school, a semester class will be
necessary for our students to fulfill these standards. To make this a possibility, the Le Mars Board of Education approved a new computer science teacher position. This LCHS position will be filled by our current middle school
computer science teacher, Gabe Davis. We are very excited for this new program at LCHS and the opportunities it will bring our students in the field of
computer science!

The LCHS ball diamond project is progressing very nicely. The new restroom and concessions building has been erected, and the façade will be completed by the time ball games begin. The new softball backstop is making
progress. This backstop will have a padding attached on the field side; just
like the baseball backstop. Other items we can look forward to include the
new roofing and façade of the dugouts, new softball backstop netting, and
overhead spectator netting. This project will greatly enhance the functionality
and beauty of the ball diamond complex.

We are starting to get a full head of steam for the upcoming spring. Our students are getting ready to take the Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student
Progress (ISASP) during the month of April. As you may recall, this assessment has replaced the old Iowa Test of Basic Skills and Iowa Assessments.
Please note, the new statewide test has some significant changes from the previous tests:
The test is administered online.
There are fewer tests for students.
o

Students in grades 3 - 11 will be tested in Reading, Writing
and Language, and Math.

o

Students in grades 5, 8, and 10 will also be tested in Science.

Question types vary from the normal multiple choice. Students will
be asked to demonstrate and apply their knowledge beyond simply
choosing one correct answer.
Students are required to write a passage from a given topic or idea.
Take care and finish the year strong, Bulldogs!

IMMUNIZATIONS- Now is a good time to get a head start on
vaccinations required for the upcoming 2021/2022 school year.
Students entering 7th grade must provide proof of a Tdap and
meningococcal vaccine. Students entering 12th grade must
provide proof of a meningococcal vaccine. Vaccinations or a
notarized exemption certificate are required before school starts
and must be provided before your student is allowed to attend.
SENIORS-Immunization records will be sent in the mail to
ALL graduating seniors. Please do not lose them as we do not
keep a copy of immunization records after graduation.
COVID-There continues to be much we do not know about
Covid-19 and how it affects people. We are trying to make the
best decisions we can with the information we have (and it may
change) for the health of your child and our community. We
know some things will look different than how we have done it
in the past. If your child is sick, please notify the school and
explain symptoms your child is experiencing. You may be
contacted for further information or clarification. If your child
has been in contact with someone who has tested positive or
tests positive personally, please contact the school secretaries or
the school nurses directly.
If a student comes to the office with Covid-19 like symptoms
such as a fever, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing, body or muscle aches, headache, new loss of taste or
smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, vomiting or
diarrhea the student will be assessed and evaluated further in a
personal care area. If your child needs to be sent home you will
be contacted. Returning to school after a Covid-19 illness or
quarantine will be reviewed on an individual basis with input
from the Public Health department.
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is protective clothing
designed to protect the wearer from infection. During the
Covid-19 pandemic, staff, students, and families at Le Mars
Community Schools are required to wear face masks during
school hours and at extracurricular activities.
DENTAL CERTIFICATES- All students entering kindergarten
and 9th grade must have a dental screening completed. Please
submit a dental screening certificate to the office if you have not
yet done so this year.
SPORTS PHYSICALS (7th-12th grade)- Be sure to schedule
your sports physicals now so you have them taken care of
before summer practices begin. Any student planning to
participate in sports, including cheerleading and dance, must
turn in a completed physical report from a medical doctor,
nurse practitioner, or chiropractor, with the parent’s signature
on it, before they are allowed to participate in practice. These
forms can be picked up from the High School Guidance office
for high school students or the middle school office for 7-8
grade students. You will also need to complete the Athletic
insurance waiver/parent or legal guardian permission form and
the “Heads Up” concussion form. Physicals are good for 12
months from the date of examination.

High School Principal’s Corner
Spring is almost here, and that means the third quarter
is starting to wind down. The end of the 3rd quarter is
March 12; report cards will be mailed shortly after that
date.
The staff at LCHS has had a busy year so far. Our staff
has continued their work with their curriculum and
building their classes on Schoology. Schoology will be
continued to be used as a way for students to remain
current with class when they are absent from school
next school year.
In May we will be taking the Iowa Statewide Assessment
of Student Progress. These tests measure how students
are doing academically. The ISASP are important for
another reason. Students who want to take concurrent
(dual-credit, college) courses in English, math, history,
or science need to be proficient on the assessment. This
requirement was set by the Senior Year Plus legislation.
You should be receiving a letter from the guidance office explaining other requirements if your child registered to take these classes next year. Students who
registered for these classes will also meet the guidelines
set by Western Iowa Tech, unless they qualify through
their ACT results and submit their scores to the guidance office. Again, this is a part of the Senior Year Plus
legislation. If you have questions regarding this information, please contact Melissa Hill or Judd Kopperud.
Prom will be on April 10 this year. More details will be
announced at school as we get closer to the date. Much
of what we will do depends on our school data and talks
with the Plymouth County Health Department. It is our
hope for us to be able to have prom. However, we will
not jeopardize the hard work of staff and students to
have something if it puts us at risk of having to go hybrid or remote at the end of the school year. We do
have 2 plans for prom that we will use depending on
our data and input from the Plymouth County Health
Department.
As always, if you have any concerns about your child’s
progress in school, please contact teachers to arrange a
meeting to discuss your concerns. We want all our students to succeed.
Have a great March!
Dr. Mark Iverson - HS Principal

Le Mars Community School District will accept applications for preschool starting Monday, March 1, 2021.
Applications can be found on the school website
www.lemarscsd.org or in the office at Clark Elementary
School. The completed application must be postmarked, dropped off, or e-mailed by Friday, April 2,
2021. Enrollment is open all 4-year old children in the
community. Children must turn 4 by September 15,
2021 to be eligible.
Selection of children will be held during the week of
April 5th and parents will be notified about the selection
of their child sometime during the week of April 12th.
Selection will be based on a random selection process.
The Le Mars School District reserves the right to enroll
children based on gender, age, race, ethnicity, special
needs, and member of low-income families for the purposes of high-quality preschool experiences.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
Neal Utesch at 546-8121, 546-4185, or
neal.utesch@lemarscsd.org
Please return the completed application postmarked, or
e-mailed by Friday, April 2, 2021. To: Neal Utesch,
Clark Elementary, 201 2nd Ave NW, Le Mars, IA 51031

The Le Mars Community School District will soon be
conducting Kindergarten Pre-Registration. A parent
meeting will be held Monday, March 1st in the Middle
School Auditorium at 6:00 p.m. The meeting is for parents only. Eligible students are children who will be five
years old on or before September 15, 2021. Before the
meeting, parents should complete the 2021-2022 Kindergarten Pre-Registration form found at lemarscsd.org
under “Announcements.” Computers will be available
before the meeting from 4 -5:30 p.m. for parents who
do not have internet access or need assistance filling out
the Pre-Registration form. Parents should also bring
their child's original birth certificate or immunization
record to the meeting. If you have any questions please
contact Stacy at Franklin Elementary School at 712-5464185 or stacy.regennitter@lemarscsd.org.

Drivers Ed revised dates (first session)
First class Saturday May 1st, 7:00 am to 10:00 am
Second class Saturday May 15th, 7:00 am to 10:00 am
Third class, June 7 through June 16, 7:00 am to 10:00
am

The Transportation Department reminds parents that students
must have a bus pass from their school to ride the bus. Riding
the bus is a privilege. This privilege can be lost if the student
does not have a pass, or if the rider does not follow the rules.

The second session will remain the same, June 28th
through July 16th, classes run 7:00 am to 10:00 am.

It is important that each student have a pass. These passes must
be carried with them at all times and should be shown to the
driver whenever asked.

Starting March 1, you may pick up your form from
the LeMars Community High School Principal’s
office. These forms must be returned on or before
Friday, April 23rd with the proper fee attached.
LeMars Community & Gehlen Catholic students will
need to pay $350.00 for this class. Gehlen Catholic
students who live outside the LeMars Community
School District will need to pay $475.00. Those students residing outside the LeMars Community School
District that attend a school other than Gehlen Catholic will pay $475.00.

The bus rules are posted in each bus. Please let your student
know how important it is to follow these rules. Distracting the
driver can be very serious. If the driver needs to watch the students, he is not watching the road.
Some of these rules to follow are:
● Remain seated while bus is in motion.
● No loud talking or profanity.
● No fighting or pushing. Always keep your hands to yourself.
● No throwing objects in or out of the bus.
● There are other rules also and we would hope that the students know what they are.
● Let’s all do the best we can to provide
the students a safe ride to and from
school this year.

March 17th
Happy St. Patrick’s

Foundation Scholarships available
Apply online at:
www.lemarscsd.org
LCSD Foundation Scholarships
Deadline for application: April 2, 2021

melissa.hill@lemarscsd.org
judd.kopperud@lemarscsd.org

Twitter account: @lemarsguidance

Be checking your school email or stop by the guidance office.

The foundation scholarships are available at our website
www.lemarscsd.org

LCSD Foundation Scholarship Applications
*Click on scholarship name
*Return completed scholarships applications to the guidance offic
by

will be held
in the Middle
School Auditorium
***practice for NHS Induction will be March 22, 2021 at 7:45 AM
in the Middle School Auditorium

Saturday, March 6, 2021 9:00 AM -12:00 PM
Friday, March 12, 2021 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Saturday, March 20, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Saturday, March 27, 2021 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

The regular meeting of L.E.E.P. was held Monday, February
1, 2021. The meeting agenda consisted of discussion regarding MENuMASTERS, the Capital Campaign, and teacher
requests. The next MENuMASTERS is scheduled for Saturday, September 24, 2022. Mark your calendars!
A Capital Campaign is being organized and letters will be sent
out to chefs and sponsors in March. A Capital Campaign is
being planned because of the cancellation of MENuMASTERS in 2020 and 2021. MENuMASTERS is L.E.E.P. 's
fundraising event.
Teacher requests were reviewed and honored at the February
meeting which include the following:
Kayla Koopman, 5th grade Franklin- Liberty’s Kids DVD series. Katie Pick and Vicki Oetken, 3rd grade Franklin- Sixty
copies of I Survived the Children's Blizzard. Erin Ohrlund,
HS World Literature- Five copies of Persepolis. Ryan
Zittritsch, 6th grade Science- Kesler Science subscription.
Brandi Moss and Amy Hogrefe, 6th grade Literacy- One hundred and ten books for their classroom libraries. Heather
Plathe, Franklin Kindergarten- Materials for learning tubs that
include: books, games, lacing letters, building in discs, puzzles, and construction sets.
Total amount honored from L.E.E.P. in February was
$1,794.00.
As of January 1, 2021, the L.E.E.P., the organization has new
officers. Please contact the following for any questions if interested in joining the organization:
Gayle Vonk
wall.elements@yahoo.com

Log onto CollegeWeekLive.com for free ACT, SAT, and Toefl
practice and test taking tips

ICAN is holding virtual zoom appointments for FAFSA Completion, Corrections/Verifications and Financial Aid Awards
Contact May Joan Dougherty
1. 319-423-7701 (direct line)
2.
schedule your own appointment at
http://www.schedulicity.com/scheduling/ICARUB
3. 1-877-272-4692 (ICAN)

Helena McDougall
helenamhm@yahoo.com
Angela Hurd
angela.hurd@primebank.com
Jill Rutledge
jill.rutledge@lemarscsd.org
Lorraine DeJong
lorraine.dejong@lemarscsd.org
L.E.E.P. meetings are scheduled the first Monday of each
month, from August through May. The next regular meeting
is Monday, March 1, 2021. Meetings are open to the general
public and are held in room A-09, in the LeMars Middle
school beginning at 5:30 p.m.

The Le Mars Community School District will not engage in any illegal discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, socioeconomic status, and marital status in its educational programs, activities or employment policies and practices.

