Bulldog Highlights
Hello, Bulldogs!
Considering the challenges everyone is facing this school year, I would like to reiterate that we can all be very proud
of our students and Le Mars Community School staff! Everyone is rising to meet these challenges and succeeding.
Our students are learning not only the curriculum, but life lessons that will serve them very well throughout their
lives.
Also, according to Plymouth County Community Health, we continue to have no COVID-19 transmissions at
school, which public health officials attribute to our mask requirements. Thank you for continued compliance with
our mitigation protocols, patience, understanding, and desire to do what is best for the children of Le Mars!
Previously, I brought to public attention the alarming number of school bus stop sign violations our children were
experiencing; vehicles disregarding a school bus’s stop sign and flashing lights when students were getting on and off
of the bus. See below for updated school bus stop violation data:

School Year
2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020 (shortened school year due to COVID)
2020-2021 (through October 21)

Number of Bus Stop Violations
95
120
83
14

The good news is that the number of current violations are 17 fewer violations than last year at this time; however,
the problem is that we have experienced 14 incidents in which a child’s life was in danger. This is 14 times too
many!
Iowa law states, “…the driver of a vehicle shall not pass a school bus when warning signal lights are flashing. The
driver shall bring the vehicle to a complete stop no closer than 15 feet from the school bus when it is stopped and the
stop arm is extended. The vehicle shall remain stopped until the stop signal arm is retracted after which time the
driver may proceed with due caution.” Remember that all vehicles must abide by this law when meeting a school bus
on a 2-lane road, street, private road, or driveway.
Kayden’s Law states that violators will face a 30-day loss of their driving privileges, a $250 to $675 fine, and/or
imprisonment for up to 30 days. Please follow the law to keep our children safe. We will continue to purchase
cameras to aid in identifying violators. The small amount of time it takes to wait for a stopped bus is not worth the
lifetime of regret due to hurting or killing a child.
Finally, the federal government has extended the Summer Food Service Program’s free meals for all students at
Le Mars Community Schools through the end of the 2020-2021 school year. This program is due to COVID-19.
You will be able to read more details on this program later in this newsletter.

The Le Mars Community School District will not engage in any illegal discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation,
gender identity, disability, socioeconomic status, and marital status in its educational programs, activities or employment policies and practices.

“Cultivate the habit of being grateful for every good thing
that comes to you, and to give thanks continuously. And
because all things have contributed to your advancement,
you should include all things in your gratitude.” Ralph
Waldo Emerson
As the holiday season approaches, it is important to reflect
on the things that brought each of us happiness and joy;
even to reflect on the things that tested our strength and
courage, as all of these “things” were opportunities for
growth and for learning. During the upcoming school days
students will be asked and challenged to reflect on the
times that made them smile. Whether this was going on a
trip, or simply talking to a friend. Each moment is worth
being grateful for. Studies show when people show and
demonstrate the attitude of being grateful and thankful,
they decrease worry and deepen connections with others
around us. Here are a couple ways to work with your students to reflect on what they are grateful for.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Use the quote above throughout the months to remind yourself of the power of gratitude.
Share the statement “I am grateful for _________
because____” spontaneously throughout the months.
Write down three things each day that went well.
Pick a day to share these things with others, calling it
“Three Things Thursday.”
Consider mailing or delivering a letter to someone
who you are grateful for.

Each of us needs a reminder once in a while to be thankful for what we have. Encourage your students throughout
these next few months to show gratitude towards others
and give thanks.
DeAndra Mahrt & Kari Kopperud
Elementary School Counselors

PARENTS ARE REMINDED THAT ONLY UNDER VERY
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES ARE STUDENTS LIVING IN
TOWN PERMITTED TO RIDE COUNTRY ROUTE BUSES. WE DO NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT ROOM ON THESE
ROUTES TO BE ABLE TO PERMIT TOWN STUDENTS
TO RIDE HOME WITH COUNTRY STUDENTS FOR VISITS, BIRTHDAY PARTIES, ETC. LIKEWISE, COUNTRY
STUDENTS CANNOT RIDE THE TOWN ROUTE BUSES
TO THE HOMES OF FRIENDS.

It is hard to believe we have already finished the first quarter.
As we move into November, the weather is starting to change
and we will see an uptick in students being ill. This year, it
will be a little different with the COVID procedures. If your
child has one of the major symptoms or 2 or more minor
symptoms they will need to stay home until they meet one of
three conditions. 1. Have a negative Covid test, then he/she
can return when they are symptom free, 2. Have an alternate
diagnosis, then he/she may return when symptom free, or 3.
Have a positive Covid test, then he/she is out for 10 calendar
days and must be symptom free before he/she comes back. If
you do keep your child home, please call into the high
school office to let the school know. Students can check
Schoology to keep up with their school work.
I would like to thank the parents that attended our
Parent/Teacher conferences on Oct. 3 and 8. For those of
you who could not make it, please take the time to talk with
your child’s teachers. It only takes a moment and it
demonstrates to your child their education is important to
you.
The high school is ending our semester prior to winter break.
This means that December 18 will be day 1 of semester tests
and December 21 is day 2. December 22 will be the make
up day. On day 1, students will take the odd periods (1, 3, 5,
and 7), on day 2, they will take the evens (2, 4, 6, and 8).
During the make up day, students will take any tests they
miss. All students will have open campus for lunch, this
includes freshmen. Also, students will not need to report to
Study Hall or Success Center on these days. Students will
need to attend all other classes regardless if they have a
semester test or not.
Another important change that we made deals with those
students who have been quarantined more than once or
quarantined and then had to isolate. Since these students
missed multiple weeks of class we are allowing parents to
take the course as pass/fail. Parents may pick and choose
which classes they want to exercise this option. For example,
a student has 2.0 GPA, is getting a C in math, B in science, B
in English, A in social studies, D+ in Woodworking, and A in
Child Development, you may want to take woodworking as
pass/fail. Parents will need to notify the high school office by
December 21 in order to take advantage of this opportunity.
Hopefully you have had a chance to talk with your child’s
teachers through email, on the phone, or in person. If not,
please take the time to contact them, especially if you have a
concern about how your child is doing. I have asked the
teachers to do the same. Also, feel free to contact Mr.
Formanek or myself if something comes up.

November is the month for thankfulness.
Our fall PTO meetings will be held at the Franklin
Elementary library (400 3rd St SE). Please enter
through Door A. The next meeting is scheduled for
November 16, 2020 at 6 p.m.
Everyone is welcome!

Tailgate season = more cans to redeem!
Save your 12-pack of Coke tear offs and bottle caps and turn them
into your school! We receive funds from Coke for each tear off and
bottle cap!

The LEEP board members would like to thank the
amazing LeMars community for continued financial
and emotional support during this unusual school
year. This year more than ever support from the
community is appreciated. MENuMASTERS was
not held in 2020 due to a planned year off, but also
COVID would have side lined the event. MENuMASTERS is being planned for the 2021 year, so
mark your calendars for September 11, 2021. It will
be held a week earlier because of a scheduling conflict
at the fairgrounds. Co-Chairs for the 2021 event are
still needed. Please volunteer!
During the October LEEP meeting the following
teacher requests for funds were approved:

Speaking of bottles, bring your cans and bottles to Redeemed Can
and Bottle on 225 1st St NE and donate them to PTO! They are
open Monday-Tuesday 12:00-4:00, Wednesday 4:00-9:00, Thursday
12:00-4:00, Friday 9:00-1:00 and closed on Saturday and Sundays.
Box Tops is now available in an app! Download it
today and start scanning your receipts!

We appreciate all that donated food, drinks and paper goods for the
Parent/Teacher Conference nights!

Bottles of water are always needed at our elementary schools. Feel
free to grab a 24 pack the next time you are at the store to drop off
at the school!

Follow @lemarspto on Facebook and Instagram for elementary
school updates!

If you have any questions, please contact your parent rep. Their
names and contact information is below!
Kate Oetken | kateoetken@gmail.com
| Katie Youngers | kyoungers6259@gmail.com
| Lindsay Schroeder | lindsey.schroeder@lemarscsd.org

Jena Pottebaum, Franklin, a request for $481.50 for
books for the Franklin library
Connie Engebretson, Clark, a request for books for
$492.20 for the library. Both requests were due to not
having Book Fairs during conferences and Birthday
Breakfast, when additional books for the libraries are
purchased by families.
Susan Irwin representing the Clark 4th and 5th
grades, a request for the amount of $1,145.69 to purchase seat sacks for all 4th and 5th graders in Clark.
These seat sacks help with organization of student
classroom materials.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Students, parents, employees and others doing
business with or performing services for the LeMars
Community School District are hereby notified that
this school district does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, gender,
age, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability,
socioeconomic status, and marital status in its
educational programs, activities or employment
policies and practices in admission or access to, or
treatment in, its hiring and employment practices.
Any person having inquiries concerning the school
district’s compliance with the regulations
implementing Title VI, Title VII, Title IX, the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), § 504 or
Iowa Code § 280.3 is directed to contact: Mrs.
Rachel Leavitt, Curriculum Director, 940 Lincoln St
SW, 546-4155.

Students, parents, patrons and staff of the LeMars
Community School District are hereby notified that
complaints/allegations of sexual or physical abuse of
students by any school employee or person who
volunteers services under the control of the district
shall be investigated promptly with the investigation
handled confidentially to the maximum extent
possible.
The Level I Investigator:
phone

Each year at LCMS, we choose a theme that signifies some of the
goals we have for our students and staff. Due to the unusual circumstances of the pandemic and issues in our society, we felt it was important to focus on uniting our students and staff during these
difficult times. Bulldogs United has allowed us to talk about how
even though we might be learning in different ways this year due to
the pandemic, that we are still one student body supporting each other in education! It also means that even though we come from different places and have different backgrounds, that we are all students at
LCMS and deserve to be treated with equality and respect.
Each month we have a virtual whole school assembly using Google
Meet in our HomeBase time at the end of the day. We recognize
students of the month and talk about our Bulldogs United project for
the month. We also hear a presentation about a student or group of
students and their culture and country of origin. In October, we
learned about one of our students, 8th grader, Jone Dinku, and his
home country of Ethiopia. We have already had some great experiences and learned a lot through these activities.
In September, we focused on the events of 9/11 during our virtual
assembly. We learned about the events of that day and how even
though it was meant to be an act of hate, it actually ended up uniting
our country against the fear that the terrorists tried to create. So
many kind events came out of that tragic day. Our Bulldog United
project was to make Stars of Hope (part of the New York Says
Thank You Foundation project) for the healthcare workers at Floyd
Valley Healthcare. Each student in our building wrote a hopeful and
encouraging message on their star and then several students created a
lawn display on the campus of Floyd Valley for the employees to see.
We hope that this simple display of gratitude encourages our frontline healthcare workers and shows them that we are all Bulldogs
United!
8th graders helped assemble the Stars of Hope
display for the healthcare workers at Floyd Valley Healthcare.

.

The alternate Level I Investigator:
phone

.

If the Level I Investigator finds sufficient cause for
further investigation, the matter will be referred to the
Level 2 Investigator:

8th grader, Jone Dinku, was our feature student
for October, when we learned about his home
country of Ethiopia.

Yearbooks for the 2020-2021 school year are now on sale! The price gets higher the longer you wait to
order. Go to https://bit.ly/2MQuYt3 to order one today!

melissa.hill@lemarscsd.org
judd.kopperud@lemarscsd.org

Twitter account: @lemarsguidance

If a student is interested in visiting a college they need to
request a college visit form & pick up an advance make-up
sheet from the front office.

See Mrs. Schmidt if you wish to visit with one of the
following college representatives:
11/10/2020
College Visit - SDSU – Virtual Visit

10:00 AM

11/11/2020
College Visit – Briar Cliff University

1:00 PM

Saturday, November 7th
Thursday, November 12th
Saturday, November 21st

Nov. 6
March 12
May 7

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
5:00 PM – 8:00 PM
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Nov. 7 - Nov. 20
March 13 - March 26
May 8 - May 21

Log onto CollegeWeekLive.com for free ACT, SAT, and
Toefl practice and test taking tips

Challenging times call for creative thinking, so the LCHS
Drama Department has chosen a fall play that lets the cast
members perform safely together/apart and lets the
audience watch from the comfort of their own homes! 10
Ways to Survive Life in a Quarantine by Don Zolidis is a
play designed to be performed remotely, so we invite the
audience to relax at home to enjoy our play. The story
leads the viewers on a humorous adventure into the zany,
spooky, and downright weird things that people do as they
try to make the best of life in unexpected isolation,
including putting on musicals with pets, finding new ways
to exercise without all the exertion, making crafts with
found items, and falling in love with inanimate objects. A
genial host and quirky co-host make appearances
throughout to comment about the quarantined students
and tie the action together.
To thank our audience for their support, LCHS will
present 10 Ways to Survive Life in a Quarantine free of
charge via the LeMars livestream link. The show will be
broadcast live on November 13 and 14 at 7:00 p.m. Put on
your comfiest pajamas, grab a snack, and gather your
animals (but not your friends) to join our cast for this safely
distanced, once-in-a-lifetime (we hope) online
performance!

The USDA has issued nationwide waivers which allow school districts and community organizations to extend the operation of
the Summer Food Service Program for the remainder of the 2020-21 school year, or until available funding runs out.
Le Mars Community School is participating in the USDA Summer Food Service Program during this time, which will allow
for a safe and streamlined service of nutritious meals. Meals will be provided to all enrolled children without charge. Free
meals will be provided at the sites and times as follows:
Clark School 201 2nd Ave. NW
Franklin School 400 3rd Ave SE
Kluckhohn 1338 Central Ave SE
Middle School 977 3rd Ave SW
High School 921 3rd Ave SW

Breakfast 7:30AM to 8:10AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM to 8:10AM
Breakfast 7:30AM to 8:10AM
Breakfast 7:30AM to 8:10AM
Breakfast 7:30AM to 8:10AM

Lunch 11:00AM to 12:10PM
Lunch 11:00AM to 12:10PM
Lunch 11:00AM to 12 25PM
Lunch 11:25AM to 12:30PM
Lunch 11:40AM to 1:00PM

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800)
877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027)
found online at:
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-2817Fax2Mail.pdf, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to
USDA by:
(1)

mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2)

fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3)

email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

“It is the policy of this CNP provider not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, age, or religion in its programs, activities, or employment practices as required by the Iowa Code
section 216.6, 216.7, and 216.9. If you have questions or grievances related to compliance with this policy by this CNP Provider, please contact the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, Grimes State Office building, 400 E. 14th St. Des Moines, IA 503191004; phone number 515-281-4121, 800-457-4416; website: https://icrc.iowa.gov/.”

This school year is full of new challenges. We ask for your
understanding and patience as we navigate throughout the
school year.
.
: In the event there is an emergency requiring a school
building lockdown, lockout, evacuation, or shelter, parents/guardians and
community are directed to do the following:
This is a request from the Le Mars Police
Department, Plymouth County Sheriff’s Department, Le Mars Fire Department,
and school district. Our public safety servants request this of you due to their
inability to provide total focus on student safety while attempting to control
parents/guardians and community members at the site.
Your child may not be able to use their
phone; which may cause you alarm if they do not answer. Additionally, if there is
an intruder, your contact may alert the intruder to student locations. Also,
student information may not be accurate. Accurate information will be provided
to parents through Plymouth Alert and KLEM.
Employees will be working to secure the situation and
phone interruptions may prevent this effort. Information will be provided
through Plymouth Alert and KLEM radio stations 96.9 FM and 1410 AM.
. Communication from
the Le Mars Community School District will be provided through Plymouth
Alert, and when appropriate, through KLEM radio stations 96.9 FM and 1410
AM.
A. Plymouth Alert information will include:
I. Alert notification of the situation
II. Parent directions
III. If needed, a designated community gathering location to receive information,
when available
IV. If needed, a number to be called for information
V. If needed, a designated location for parents to pick-up students
B. KLEM radio information may include:
I. Other information to keep parents and community informed
: The Le Mars Community School District and public safety
servants understand parent and community desire for quick information. However,
our priorities, in the order they will occur, are as follows:
- Student safety.
- Details of the situation will be communicated with parents and
community after student safety, true understanding of the situation, and consultation
with public safety officials have been established. Then, information will be
provided to parents and community.

There continues to be much we do not know about Covid-19
and how it affects people. We are trying to make the best
decisions we can with the information we have (and it may
change) for the health of your child and our community. We
know some things will look different than how we have done
it in the past. If your child is sick, please notify the school
and explain symptoms your child is experiencing. You may
be contacted for further information or clarification. If your
child has been in contact with someone who has tested
positive or tests positive personally, please contact the school
secretaries or the school nurses' directly.
If a student comes to the office with Covid-19 like symptoms,
for example fever, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing, body or muscle aches, headache, new loss of taste
or smell, sore throat congestion or runny nose, vomiting or
diarrhea the student will be assessed and evaluated further in
a personal care area. If your child needs to be sent home you
will be contacted. Returning to school after a Covid-19 illness
or quarantine will be reviewed on an individual basis with
input from the Public Health department.
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is protective clothing
designed to protect the wearer from infection. During the
Covid-19 pandemic, staff, students, and families at Le Mars
Community Schools are required to wear face masks during
school hours and at extracurricular activities.
DENTAL CERTIFICATES- All students entering
kindergarten and 9th grade must have a dental screening or
an exemption form submitted to the school per Iowa Law.
Please submit completed forms to the office.
SPORTS PHYSICALS (7th-12th grade)- Any student
planning to participate in sports, including cheerleading and
dance, must turn in a completed physical report from a
medical doctor, nurse practitioner, or chiropractor, with the
parent’s signature on it, before they are allowed to participate
in practice. These forms can be picked up from the High
School Guidance office for high school students or the
middle school office for 7-8 grade students. You will also
need to complete the Athletic insurance waiver/parent or
legal guardian permission form and the “Heads up”
Concussion form.

See below for Standard Protocol Response alert definitions:
Lockout- A lockout is called when there is a threat or hazard outside of the school
building. Students do business as usual within the building and doors will be
locked; no person will be allowed in or out of the building.
Lockdown-A lockdown is called when there is a threat or hazard inside the school
building. Students will be inside locked classrooms and/or remain out of the line
of sight.
Evacuate-An evacuation is called when there is a need to be moved out of a
specific location due to a threat or hazard.

Stephanie Buhman, BS, RN
Le Mars Community MS/HS Nurse
WITCC Adjunct Instructor
Varsity Basketball Cheer Coach

