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What is voluntary remote learning? 

Voluntary remote learning, also referred to as distance learning, gives learners who aren’t in a 
physical location for in-person education, access to online training materials.  Parents who 
choose remote learning for their child should understand that parental support is critical to 
amplify success in the coursework.  
 

Is this learning required? 

Remote learning in the fall will be different than it was in the spring during school closure. 
Learning is now required.  Students are required to work through the remote learning units and 
grades will be issued on the work completed. 
 

What curriculum will be used? 

K - 5 Students: 
Students will use two online learning programs called Exact Path and Study Island.  These 
digital tools personalize learning across core content areas.  Exact Path will be utilized for 
reading, language arts, and math.  Study Island will be utilized for science and social studies. 
The curriculum in these programs are aligned to the Common Core. There is no cost to parents 
for these programs. 

6 - 12 Students: 
Students will be using an online learning platform called Edmentum Courseware.  Middle school 
students will be enrolled in four core subjects:  ELA, Science, Social Studies, Math.  High school 
students must take a minimum of 6 courses plus PE must be taken each semester (a maximum 
of 7 courses plus PE).  There is no cost to parents for this Courseware. 
 



What will the school district provide? 

The school district will purchase the online courseware for students.  There are no textbooks for 
the courses. 
 

What will parents have to provide? 

Parents should provide devices and internet accessibility for students.  If parents cannot provide 
this, they should contact the district for more information. 
 

Will there be a teacher available to help my child with this online 
curriculum? 

No, there will not be a teacher available to contact if your child is struggling with academic 
standards.  Parents are the support system for their students through this remote learning 
model. 
 

What will remote learning look like? 

K - 5 Students: 
Exact Path and Study Island are completely web-based and asynchronous.  This means 
students and parents can access the curriculum any time of day.  
 
Students will take an adaptive assessment.  This will tailor the learning path for the student, 
which will include lessons, practice, and quizzes/tests at their learning level.  
 
After completing each set of skills in the learning path, a short Progress Check will be unlocked. 
This will assess a student’s understanding of the skills he or she just learned and determine if 
additional review is needed or if the student is ready to move ahead.  If the student does not 
master a skill, he or she will receive a prerequisite skill block to shore up foundational concepts. 
 

6 - 12 Students: 
Courseware is completely web-based and asynchronous.  This means students and parents 
can access the curriculum any time of day.  
 
The program consists of courses that are broken up into units. Each unit has activities, including 
pretests, tutorials, practice activities, discussion posts, mastery tests, and posttests.  If students 
do not complete a unit successfully the first time, there will be additional opportunities for 
students to demonstrate mastery.  



What is expected of the student and parent? 

K - 5 students/parents: 
All work on Exact Path or Study Island is student-driven and parent supported.  Students and 
parents can work through standards when they choose -- there is no set time during the day for 
this academic work.  Teacher support will not be available.  Parental support will be crucial in 
order for the student to make progress in each core area.  Time expectations are roughly 30 - 
70 min/day per subject (roughly 3-4 hours/day). 
 

6 - 12 students/parents: 
All work on Edmentum Courseware will be student-driven and parent supported.  Edmentum 
Courseware  requires strong organizational and time management skills.  Students and parents 
can work through units at a time that is convenient for them. Students must be independent, 
self-directed learners who are capable of staying on task while working remotely.  Parents and 
students must agree to commit time and energy needed to complete courses successfully. 
Teacher assistance will not be available for voluntary remote learning. The number of hours 
required to complete an online course is similar to the number of hours required to complete 
traditional courses (includes time online and offline for assignments, projects, and testing 
requirements). 
 
If a student is on an IEP, administration and teachers will ensure access to curriculum.  The 
district will consider the unique needs of these students on a case by case basis. 
 

How will attendance be taken since this is required learning? 

Attendance for online coursework is measured by successful completion of assignments and 
activities.  There will be online and offline work that will need to be complete. 
 

How will my child be graded? 

For 9 -12 students, letter grades will be issued directly from Edmentum Courseware and 
counted in the students’ GPA. 
 
For K - 8 students, pass/fail grades will be given based on successful completion of units and 
courses. 
 



Can my child learn remotely all year? 

For students in grades K - 8, the commitment for 100% remote learning will be an entire quarter. 
Two weeks before the quarter ends, parents need to notify the district if they intend to send their 
child back to school for on-site learning.  If parents choose to transition on-site learning for the 
start of the new quarter, desire to do so must be communicated by Oct. 19 to return for 2nd 
quarter, January 6 to return for 3rd quarter, or March 11 to return for 4th quarter.  Parents 
should contact Lisa Eisma at lisa.eisma@lemarscsd.org or call (712) 546-4155 by these 
deadlines. 
 
For students in grades 9 - 12, the commitment for 100% remote learning will be an entire 
semester.  Two weeks before the semester ends, parents need to notify the district if they intend 
to send their child back to school for on-site learning.  If parents choose to transition to on-site 
learning for the start of the second semester, desire to do so must be communicated by Dec. 
13. Parents should contact Lisa Eisma at lisa.eisma@lemarscsd.org or call (712) 546-4155 by 
this deadline. 
 
**Should the governor, Iowa Department of Education, or other government entity amend 
current educational requirements, this voluntary remote learning program will be terminated.  
 
 

Will my child be able to participate in school sponsored 
activities? 

No. Students choosing the voluntary remote learning model will not be able to participate in 
school sponsored activities (examples include athletics, music, FFA, Dance, Cheerleading, etc.). 
 
UPDATE (August 10, 2020):  We are allowing remote learning students to participate in after 
school activities. Participation in on-site activities during the school day will not be permitted. 
 

How do I register my child for this remote learning model? 

Parents must register their child/children as they normally would.  This can be online registration 
or in-person registration.  The first question on the registration forms will ask parents to indicate 
if their child will be learning remotely.  A final commitment needs to be made by August 10th. 
Parents should contact Lisa Eisma at lisa.eisma@lemarscsd.org or call (712) 546-4155 to 
register their child for this option if they did not indicate this on registration paperwork. 
 
 
 
  


