
 

The mission of the Le Mars Community School District is to guide every student in achieving the highest possible 
 education by teaching the basic skills, developing good character, and promoting life-long learning, all through an  

aggressive partnership with students, families, school, and community. 

 
 

Dr. Steve Webner                                 Rachel Leavitt 
  Superintendent                              Curriculum Director 

940 Lincoln Street Southwest, Le Mars, Iowa  51031      Telephone 712-546-4155    

  
 

---------UPDATE for August 20, 2020-------- 
 
 
Dear Le Mars Community School District, 
 
During this pandemic, Le Mars Community Schools intends to start the school year with on-site 
learning and students coming to school every day, all day.  This model of learning is based on 
return to learn metrics provided by the Iowa Department of Education and Iowa Department of 
Public Health.  The decision to follow this model of learning was determined when the 
community transmission (positivity) rate for Plymouth County was between 0% and 5%.  
Recently, the Plymouth County COVID-19 positivity rate has increased to 17.4%, which is the 
highest in the State of Iowa at this time.  This places our county schools within the 15%-20% 
metric category of “substantial controlled.”  Typically, this would mean that Plymouth County 
schools may be required to move to a hybrid if we also had an absenteeism rate of 10%, or 
potentially a remote learning model.  However, at this point in time, the community of Le Mars 
does not have significant enough outbreak to warrant hybrid or remote learning, although 
numbers are rising.   
 
As of August 20, Le Mars Community Schools will continue to plan to start school on August 25 
with on-site learning for all students.  NOTE:  This situation may change quickly and families 
must be prepared to have child care options in place if we are required to move to a hybrid or 
remote learning model.   
 
In order for Le Mars Community School students to be able to continue learning on-site and not 
move to a hybrid or remote model (students learning at home), we ask that everyone please 
follow the Iowa Department of Public Health and Center for Disease Control recommended 
health practices.  The manner in which our community and county respond to this pandemic will 
dictate the county positivity rate, and ultimately dictating the learning model for our school (on-
site, hybrid, or remote learning), as well as how we proceed with student activities.  Please 
follow these COVID-19 mitigation strategies: 
 

 Cover your mouth and nose with a mask in public 

 Avoid close contact 

 Cover coughs and sneezes 

 Stay home if you are ill 

 Clean hands often 

 Clean and disinfect 

 Monitor your health daily 

  
See the following for further guidance:  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-

sick/prevention.html#:~:text=Wash%20your%20hands%20often%20with,Before%20touching%20your%20face 
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Attached you will find the “Le Mars Community Schools Sick or Exposed Student Requirements” 
as required by the Iowa Department of Public Health and Iowa Department of Education.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation, patience, and understanding.  Take care! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Steve Webner, Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


