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Dear Le Mars Community School District Parents/Guardians, 

Last night, the Le Mars Board of Education approved the following for our return to learn plan: 

A. Reopen the District to in-person learning for all students on a full-time basis starting Aug. 25, 

2020, for the 2020-2021 school year, plus provide a remote learning option for students of families 

not comfortable sending their children back to school due to COVID.  

B. Based on guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), social 

distancing, defined as 6 feet of distance between persons, will be practiced to the extent 

practicable in each school building. 

C. Based on guidance from the CDC and in consultation with local public health and District legal 

counsel, the District shall require all staff and students to wear a face mask at school. Face masks 

will also be required while staff operate and students ride District transportation to and from 

school.  Students are asked to provide and wear their own mask.   

D. Authorize the superintendent to make exceptions to the measures of this recommendation for 

persons with legitimate medical, religious, or disability-related needs, or any other enforceable 

right under federal or state law, as well as direct and implement COVID-19 measures, including 

developing any procedures or regulations that may be necessary. 

 

Other Information: 

 This plan is TENTATIVE resolution.  There is a good chance the situation will change either 

before or after school starts.  LCSD may be required to move to either a hybrid or remote learning 

model in the future. 

 After meeting last week with Plymouth County Public Health, and following CDC, OSHA, and 

IDPH guidance, it was determined we can return to school in a safe manner, with everyone 

wearing face-masks.  From the CDC, “CDC recommends that you wear cloth face coverings in 

public settings when social distancing is not attainable…  Cloth face coverings are most likely to 

reduce the spread of COVID-19 when they are widely used by people in public settings.”  Masks 

or facial coverings are one of the best ways to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  In doing so, our 

students will continue learning in the most effective manner possible (at school), as well as 

continue taking part in activities.  The best way to prevent outbreaks is facial coverings when 

social distancing is not possible, as part of an overall mitigation effort.  Social distancing is 

difficult to attain in most situations.  Masks will prevent the spread of the virus, which could 

ultimately lead to the school district being forced to move to a remote learning model, at home.  
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 o We will provide 

further mask guidance soon.   For now, know that masks are required on the bus and at 

school, families must purchase their own masks, and the mask must be cloth.  We ask that 

you consider preparing your students to wear masks; possibly by wearing the mask a little 

each day.   

 

 Should the Governor, Plymouth County Public Health Department, or Iowa Department of Public 

Health determine our school district should consider moving to hybrid or remote learning, we will 

do so.   

 Remote Learning-  For families who do not feel comfortable sending their child back to school 

due to COVID-19, or not wanting their child to wear a face mask at school, families have the 

option to take part in the district’s online learning format in which learning will be self-directed 

and self-paced.  Students taking part in this option will need to commit to taking part in this 

program for 1 semester at the high school level and at least 1 quarter at the elementary and MS 

level; students will not be allowed to move in and out of the program once entered.  Students will 

be learning the Iowa Core subjects of reading, math, science, and social studies.  If families are 

interested in this option, we ask that they signify their desire within the online registration.   

 Activities- We will follow the mitigation guidance provided by the Iowa Activity Associations and 

Public Health Officials. 

 We will continue to develop further mitigation strategies and communicate those before school 

starts.   

Parents-  We will be providing detailed learning model plans and mitigation plans in the upcoming 

weeks.  We appreciate your support and patience as we work through these new and difficult times.  

We ask that you have patience with our staff, administrators, and school board; we are working to 

create a learning system that has never been done before in the history of Le Mars Community 

Schools.  It will not be a perfect system, but we will continue to improve as the year progresses. 

More information and guidance will be coming in the weeks ahead.  Thank you everyone!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Steve Webner, Superintendent 

 


