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Date:  April 8, 2020 

To:  LCSD Families 

From:  Dr. Steve Webner, Superintendent 

Re:  Voluntary Continuous Learning 

 

Due to the fact that Governor Reynolds has extended the no-school directive through April 30, 2020 (and 

potentially longer), Le Mars Community Schools has decided to update our educational delivery system for our 

students.  As you may be aware, the Iowa Department of Education has provided 3 options for school districts 

during this time of no school: 

 

a. No delivery of any educational opportunities  

b. Voluntary Continuous Learning 

c. Required Continuous Learning 

 

Le Mars Community Schools will be taking part in the voluntary continuous learning option.  In other words, we 

will be providing learning opportunities which are to be completed on a voluntary student basis.  Work will not be 

graded, provided extra credit, and incentives will not be offered. 

We have chosen to not make this work required in order to account for inequality in learning.  Examples include: 

student access to computers and internet; availability of parents to assist with work; students who require additional 

support services (special education services, 504s, English language learners, etc.); among numerous other 

economic, family, health, and psychosocial factors.  By law, we are required to provide the most equitable 

education for all students and this is our plan to meet those requirements during these unprecedented times. 

Families can expect updated voluntary continuous learning activities focused on the most essential curriculum 

content.  These updated activities will be coming to you on Monday, April 13, at noon, and each Monday thereafter 

until the end of the school year.  Teachers will be providing students opportunities to share their learning with the 

teacher in various forms (teachers will be providing how to do so).   If you have questions, please contact your 

child’s teacher or building principal.  

 

We ask families for their patience with this new educational delivery method.  This framework is not perfect, but it 

is a starting point for our new educational delivery model.  We will do our best to improve this model as we move 

forward.  The model for voluntary continuous learning is based upon the required Iowa Template for Continuous 

Learning provided by the Iowa Department of Education.   

 

We also ask parents and guardians to consider setting aside time for your child to perform these activities in order 

to continue learning.   We greatly appreciate the cooperation and patience displayed during this time.  Please 

continue to follow CDC and Iowa Department of Public Health guidelines.  

 

 

Thank you Bulldogs!   

 

 

 

 


