
Bulldog Highlights

Winter weather season is upon us and many of you may wonder how it is decided whether
or not to cancel school, have a late start, or early dismissal.  When making a decision, our
primary concern is safety.  We take several factors into consideration when making a deter-
mination: road conditions, precipitation, and timing of the weather.  During times of ques-
tionable road conditions, we drive the district roads to monitor the conditions.  We also
look at weather radar, listen to weather reports, speak to other school districts in the area,
and speak to county road crew officials.  If current road conditions are too treacherous for
slow and cautious driving, and it is believed road conditions will improve within an hour or
two, we will call for a 2-hour delay; otherwise, school may be cancelled.  Remember, your
best source for accurate and timely school related weather announcements is to sign up for
Plymouth Alert at www.tinyurl.com/plymouthalert.  Complete and click “Le Mars Commu-
nity Schools.”  In addition, we contact the KLEM radio, KTIV Channel 4, and KCAU
Channel 9.  Safe travels!

Speaking of travel and safety, there have been 53 school bus stop violations this school
year.  People continue to disregard the school bus stop signs and flashing lights when chil-
dren are entering and exiting a school bus.  Please keep our children safe by stopping when
the bus stop arm and flashing lights are enacted!

According to a new state law, any school bus manufactured after October 2, 2019, must be
equipped with seat belts.  It will take quite a few years for the school district to have all of
our busses equipped; we have a large bus fleet and purchase 1 to 2 brand new busses per
year.  We ask that you please support the district by speaking with your child regarding the
importance of utilizing these seat belts and encouraging them to buckle up.

The DLIIT team met December 16, 2019, to review student data from the Iowa Statewide
Assessment of Student Progress (ISASP), school improvement work taking place this
school year, and provide input into district goals and upcoming infrastructure projects.
This team is composed of community members, students, staff, school board members,
and administration.  The purpose of the group is to provide input to the administration
and Board of Education regarding school improvement plans and issues the district may be
facing.

We are very pleased to introduce our two new Board of Education members, Makenzie
Lang and Kyle Plathe!  Makenzie Lang represents director district 5, previously held by
Fred Zenk, and Kyle Plathe has filled an at-large position, previously held by Patrick Mur-
phy.  These new individuals have already hit the ground running and are excited to be a
part of this great school board.  I would like to thank Mr. Zenk and Mr. Murphy for their
service to the students of LeMars Community Schools.

In case you missed the news, the Le Mars Community School Board of Education re-
ceived their 19th consecutive Iowa Association of School Boards Better Boardsmanship
Award.  Our Board of Education has received this award more than any other district in
the state of Iowa, and has the longest running streak in the state of Iowa with 19 consecu-
tive years.  The next longest award streak is 12 years.  Congratulations, Board of Educa-
tion!

IMMUNIZATIONS- Now is a good time
to get a head start on vaccinations required
for the next school year.  Students entering
7th grade must provide proof of a T-dap
booster and meningococcal vaccine. Stu-
dents entering 12th grade must provide
proof of a meningococcal vaccine (Two
vaccines are required if the student had
first vaccination before the age of 16). ALL
vaccinations or a Notarized exemption
form must be provided before your student
is allowed to attend school per Iowa law.

Flu season is upon us and we want to make
sure everyone is taking precautions!
Please, keep students home if they have a
temperature over 100 degrees. They must
be fever free (temperature less than 100
degrees) for 24 hours before they return to
work or school.  Avoid public shopping
areas when you are sick. This will help pre-
vent others from catching your illness.
Avoid close contact with people who are
sick. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or
mouth. Germs spread this way.
Clean and disinfect surfaces or objects.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched sur-
faces at home, work or school, especially
when someone is ill.  Practice good hand
washing!

DENTAL CERTIFICATES- All students
entering Kindergarten and 9th grade
must have a dental screening completed for
the 2019/2020 school year per Iowa law.
If you have not done so already, please
submit your students' dental screening cer-
tificate to the HS office.

Medical forms and health information can
be found under the District Health tab @
www.lemarscsd.org.  Vision, Dental,
Health, parental authorization, and release
of medication forms are provided.



Le Mars PTO – January 2020

High School Principal’s Corner

*********************************************

Our PTO meetings are 6:30 pm the  of each month during the school year, at the
Administration Building (940 Lincoln St SW) across from Bomgaars. Next meeting will be 

Everyone is welcome!

*********************************************

● Stay up to date on PTO events and  @ 'LeMars PTO'

● Did you know ?
Please remember to clip Box Tops and return them frequently.

● Did you know you can donate your  to the PTO?
Bring your cans to the Redeemed Can and Bottle:
225 1st Street NE. Open Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM and Saturdays 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Happy New Year to everyone! It is hard to believe we have almost completed a semester of this school year. Just a re-
minder to everyone that we will have semester exams on January 10 and 13, with a make-up day on the 14th. Students
who take their exams on January 10 and 13 will not need to be in school on the 14th.  All students have open lunch on
these three days. Report cards will be mailed out on January 15.

As we start second semester, I encourage you to check out your student’s schedule to see what new classes he/she might
be taking. Just a reminder about second semester exams, if your child misses fewer than 4 days, 5 or fewer tardies, and has
no grade lower than a C-, he/she will be exempt from second semester exams. However, some of our concurrent classes
require the semester exams be taken. This requirement comes from Western Iowa Tech and the exam is needed to re-
ceive college credit.

Winter is also a time we see a rise in illnesses. If your child is sick, please do not send them to school. We ask that they
are fever free, without medicine, for 24 hours. Please refer to the student handbook for the attendance policy in regards to
missing multiple days due to illness. It can be found on page 7. If you have questions regarding the attendance policy,
please contact Mr. Formanek.

Again, if you have any concerns about your child and their progress in school, please contact the
teacher to arrange a meeting to discuss your concerns. We want to see all our students succeed.

Have a great January!





On December 11, 2019 during our monthly middle school assembly,
the student body was afforded an opportunity to hear Maddy Boehme
(class of 2016 from LCHS) speak about her experiences living with the
disease Autoimmune Encephalitis (AE).  AE is a type of inflammation
of the brain which results in the body’s own immune system attacking
healthy cell structure and tissues in the spinal cord and the brain.  The
disease is considered very complex and causes rapid changes in both
mental and physical health.

Maddy informed the students that she first began experiencing symp-
toms associated with the disease during her sophomore year in high
school.  She would lose the ability to walk and would cry uncontrolla-
bly for long periods of time.  She also presented a calendar which
showed multiple trips to the emergency room and hospitalizations
while doctors were attempting to figure out the cause of her symptoms.
Maddy ended up missing out on her entire junior year of high school
as a result of the disease.

As she continued with her presentation, Maddy said that the toughest
part of living with her illness has been the isolation and loneliness she
has felt and so she offered some advice to the students about how they
can help someone in their lives who may be suffering from a chronic
illness.  Maddy offered three ways a student can help those who are
living with an illness:

1.  .  Maddy said she always felt better
when people said that they put forth some effort into attempting to un-
derstand what she was going through and greatly appreciated that ef-
fort.
2. .  Ms. Boehme said that a funny
snap chat, a text message asking how she was doing, a favorite meal or
going out with friends to get ice cream did wonders for her sense of
well-being and made her experiences less difficult.
3.  .  Maddy asked the students to never forget about what
some people are going through and to not give up on a person who is
suffering from an illness.  She asked the students that you try to in-
clude a sick friend in as much as possible, they may not always say
“yes” to the opportunity but being asked means the world to them.

The final message Maddy presented to the student body was to “Be
the reason for someone else’s good day”.  She stressed that each stu-
dent’s caring actions or thoughts can be the reason someone gets
through a difficult time.  Please feel free to contact Ms. Boehme using
email or facebook and be sure to visit the website listed below to learn
more about her experiences and the disease.  

Happy New Year! It is hard to believe that it is 2020! Each
year the L.E.E.P. organization reflects on the success of giving
to education, 2019 was no exception. The quote from Antho-
ny Robbins “Setting goals is the first step in turning the invisi-
ble into the visible” reflects L.E.E.P. and their vision.
L.E.E.P. has been very blessed to turn their goal of providing
funds to honor teacher requests into reality. Thank you for
the generous support that has been extended to the LeMars
Community Education Enhancement Project during the 2019
calendar year.

Board members met on Monday, December 2, 2019, and the
following requests for funding were approved:

● Nancy Isebrand, K-12 Media Specialist, $567.68, for
books the Book Bash competition. After the competition
books will be added to the HS library or to classroom li-
braries.

● Judy Zeka, HS Success Center, $172.83, to purchase 23
books to assist with HiLo readers in the high school.

● Jena Pottebaum, Franklin Library, $706.16, for two sets of
26 heavy duty eye-catching shelf markers. The markers
will assist students to become independent on locating
their own books based upon call numbers.

● Molly Beauchene, Clark Special Education, $147.79, to
purchase flexible seating options such as LakiKid chair
bands and LakiKid wiggle seats. The alternative seating can
benefit the attention and focus of students.

● Julie Theisen, Alternative High School, $987.90, to pur-
chase topic-based books to help teen students master so-
cial and emotional skills.

● Kristine Babor and Amy Hogrefe, Sixth grade Literacy,
$131.60, to purchase 40 novels. This novel title
is part of the Literacy curriculum.

Total honored requests: $2,713.96

The next regular meeting is Monday, January 6, 2020, 5:30
p.m., LCMS room A-09, enter door “C”. L.E.E.P. meetings
are open to the public.





The Le Mars Community School District will not engage in any illegal discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, gender, age, sex-
ual orientation, gender identity, disability, socioeconomic status, and marital status in its educational programs, activities or employment policies and practices.



Twitter account: @lemarsguidance

FAFSA is open to apply. This is government aid.
You can apply online. http://www.FAFSA.ED.Gov.  If you
have any further questions, please contact the guidance office.

Letters will be mailed to eligible juniors and seniors with cu-
mulative GPA of 3.20 or above after 1st Semester.  If you
receive a letter come to the Guidance office to pick up an
application.

● ACT test dates
● Credit check for graduation
● College Visits / Applications for college

● Register for ACT tests dates in April or June
● College visits

February 8, 2020      January 10, 2020     January 11-17, 2020
(Not in Le Mars)

April 4, 2020       February 28, 2020    February 29-
                                                                 March 13, 2020

June 13, 2020         May 8, 2020 May 9-22, 2020

Log onto CollegeWeekLive.com for free ACT, SAT, and
Toefl practice and test taking tips.

Beat the winter blues!  Great entertainment is coming to Le
Mars with an event that is sure to lift your spirits! Le Mars Com-
munity High School will host State Large Group Speech Con-
test on Saturday, February 8.  Approximately 80 schools will
participate in events including One Act Play, Readers Theatre,
Choral Reading, Ensemble Acting, Group Mime, Solo Mime,
Group Improvisation, Radio Broadcasting, TV News, Short
Film, and Musical Theatre.

The performances will begin at 8:00 a.m. and will continue
throughout the day. Contest centers will be in both the middle
school and high school. The public is invited to enjoy this stel-
lar array of entertainment for a suggested donation of only $3
per person at the door.

Contest workers are also needed. Volunteers will take two-hour
shifts as timers, room monitors, or concession stand workers.
What a great way to show your support of our school and
speech team while you enjoy some fantastic entertainment!

Please contact Erin Ohrlund (erin.ohrlund@lemarscsd.org),
Sherri Permeswaran (sherri.permeswaran@lemarscsd.org), or
Shawn Starr (shawn.starr@lemarscsd.org)  for more informa-
tion.

A kindergarten pre-registration meeting will be held
Monday, March 2nd in the Clark Elementary Gym at
7:00 PM.  The meeting is for parents only.  Informa-
tion is given concerning the kindergarten program.
Parents should be prepared to complete kindergarten
registration information and bring a copy of their
child's birth certificate to the meeting.  If you have any
questions please contact Clark Elementary School at
712-546-8121.

LeMars Community Schools offers healthy meals
every school day.  Students may qualify for free or
reduced price meals.  If your child is currently not
receiving free or reduced price meal benefits, an
application may be completed and submitted to
determine their eligibility.  An application and in-
structions on how to apply are available on the dis-
trict website.  www.lemarscsd.org under the
“District” tab, then “Food Services”.



Ms. Mahrt and Mrs. Kopperud, elementary guidance counsel-
ors, have recently attended training's on SEL-Social Emotional
Learning through the NW Area Education Agency.  Social
Emotional Learning is a very hot topic in elementary education
currently, and rightfully so.  Let us tell you a little about what
SEL is, why it is important, and what you can do at home to
help your child be successful in this area of their development.

SEL stands for social-emotional learning. According to the Col-
laborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning, it’s
the process by which we learn and apply social-emotional
knowledge, attitudes, and skills for understanding and manag-
ing emotions, setting and achieving goals, establishing and
maintaining relationships, and feeling and showing empathy for
others.  In recent years, more students come to school lacking
these skills, which is why SEL has come to the forefront of pri-
orities in education.

Social-emotional skills pave the way for positive life experienc-
es. When these skills are taught and supported, youth are more
likely to succeed academically and have a positive attitude to-
ward self and school, and less likely to experience emotional
distress and use drugs.

Social-emotional skills are needed and used from early child-
hood through adulthood. There is never a time they aren’t
needed. We use these skills many times a day, navigating sib-
ling and parent-child relationships, friendships, social and aca-
demic situations at school, our jobs, and anything we do in our
communities. We need them for in-person interactions and
even when communicating by phone or email.

  BE A ROLE MODEL Children learn important lessons
about emotions from their parents. When parents do not teach
their children acceptable ways to express anger, the children
may think it’s okay to strike out at others or have tantrums.
  BE A COACH Parents should think of themselves as “emo-
tion coaches.” They can encourage their children to use feeling
words, such as “I feel sad” or “That made me really angry” to
express emotions.
  ASK YOUR STUDENT ABOUT SCHOOL Ask your child
what they learned in guidance class.  When parents and stu-
dents practice SEL skills at home, the effects are even greater.
Children also come to see learning as a lifelong process, not
something that stops when they leave school.

Please contact your school counselor if you have questions or
concerns about your child’s social-emotional health!  We are
happy to help!

The LCSD Alumni Association, along with the LCSD Foun-
dation Board, is seeking nominations for the 

(non-monetary) Every generation
needs heroes and role models. Our community and school
district have produced many individuals over the decades who
could be considered both. This award has been established to
recognize graduates for outstanding achievements and contri-
butions to society following graduation. This yearly award will
be presented at the annual spring Foundation banquet this
April.

Candidates must have graduated from the Le Mars Commu-
nity School District, which includes Le Mars High School or
Merrill High School, at least 15 years prior to nomination.
The non-monetary award may be given for achievement in
various fields of service. The deadline for nominations is Feb-
ruary 14, 2020.

The nomination form is available on the alumni website
(lemarsalumni.org), the alumni office at the Plymouth County
Museum or the Superintendent’s office. For more informa-
tion regarding the nomination process and award, visit the
alumni website or contact the Alumni Association office at
(712) 546-7650.


