Bulldog Highlights
Hello, fellow Bulldogs! The school year has gotten off to a great start! Students have settled into their routines and are working hard in their
academics, co-curricular activities, and extra-curricular activities. It is going to be a great school year!

As our society changes, school safety concerns have increased nationwide. We at Le Mars Community Schools make student safety our highest priority. The Le Mars Community School District has worked closely with our police department, fire department, and Plymouth County
Emergency Management to make necessary and calculated changes to improve student safety. First and foremost, the district updated the
Emergency Operations Plan protocols to meet new state requirements, as well as areas identified by the district and public safety officials as
needing improvement. Reminder, by law this plan cannot be communicated with the general public, for security reasons; however, I can assure you the Le Mars plan has protocols that meet and exceed state requirements. There are several security improvements I can reasonably
share with you, however:
1. This is the first year for a school resource officer for the district. Officer Vickery not only patrols our district, but is an educator; speaking
with students in classrooms and meeting individually to educate, develop relationships, and provide support.
2. Random and regular police department walk-through of our buildings.
3. Continuous collaboration with public safety officials evaluating current safety needs.
4. Many security threats around the country have been due to individuals with mental health issues. We are fortunate to have a close working
relationship with Plains Area Mental Health to help students needing assistance.
5. Yearly training for all students as to how to respond to emergencies.
6. Yearly training for staff on building safety.
7. Plymouth County Alert- This system has been implemented to notify students, staff, and parents/guardians if there is an issue dealing with a
credible threat or safety issue, including weather related announcements.
Note: If there is ever any sort of threat to harm, the district assesses the situation. If there is a possibility of credibility, the Le Mars Police Department is contacted to perform a threat assessment. If there is a credible threat, protocols from the Emergency Operations Plan are enacted.
Notification of a credible threat will be communicated through Plymouth Alert. If there is not a credible threat, no communication will take
place with the community. If you have not done so, please sign up for Le Mars Community School weather and emergency related announcements at www.tinyurl.com/plymouthalert.

This past spring our students took the brand new statewide assessment, Iowa Statewide Assessment for Student Progress (ISASP). This assessment replaced the Iowa Assessments. The new ISASP is very rigorous, as it not only asks students to answer questions, it also requires students to perform higher level tasks, such as explaining how they solved a problem. ISASP is also computer-based; no more filling in the
bubbles with your pencil. The new ISASP is to be directly aligned to the Iowa Core Curriculum, which is a welcome change.

Finally, L.E.E.P. held their annual “MENuMasters” fundraiser on September 21, 2019. It was another great event with a lot of area chefs donating their resources to make some great food for all to try! We would like to thank all of the L.E.E.P. members and community members
participating and for their passion for supporting education. These people make opportunities for our students available that would otherwise
not be possible.

On September 20, we had a grand opening for the newly renovated stadium. We would like to thank all of our supporters who gave so generously to the stadium renovation project with their time, gifts, and talents. This truly is a showcase stadium for our students, community, and
generations to come.
In the near future, the Le Mars Community School District will invite everyone to an open house to tour this grand facility, with a date to be
determined. More information to come.

Elementary Counselor’s Corner
Welcome back BULLDOGS! We are officially in
full swing here at the elementary schools. With a new
year, brings new ideas to implement. This year at
each elementary school, we are implementing a behavior program to promote a positive place where
students feel welcome each and every day. We are
promoting three topics this year: Respect, Responsibility, and being Ready to learn. We like to call these
the Three R’s!
If a teacher sees a student exhibiting one of these
skills, the student will earn a red ticket. The ticket
identifies the student, and what “R” they were representing at the time. At Franklin and Clark, Mr.
Utesch is helping the students hang the tickets on a
bulletin board to be seen by the whole school. At the
end of each month, if a student has received three
tickets, they will be considered “On a Roll.” The student will then earn a cinnamon roll at lunch time,
and receive a certificate given out by Mr. Utesch, Ms.
Mahrt, and Mrs. Kopperud.
At Kluckhohn, students and staff are doing something similar. The tickets are being hung up on a bulletin board for all students to see. Each week, the
students who earn a ticket are put into a drawing.
Mr.Parry draws names from each grade level to sit
with him at lunch on Friday.
Once the student has been recognized, the positive
tickets are then sent home with the student for them
to show you. The positive behaviors have become
contagious and our students are really showing off
how great they are!
DeAndra Mahrt & Kari Kopperud
Elementary School Counselors

High School Principal’s Corner
We have successfully made it through another Homecoming. Homecoming has to be one of the busiest times of year
for the staff and students. I would like to compliment the
students on their work ethic and good attitudes. Keep up
the great work!
I want to draw your attention to the dates for our
parent/teacher conferences. This year we will have our conferences on October 3 and 8 from 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm
both nights. You may call the high school office to schedule
an appointment. Scheduled appointments will take priority
over walk-ins. Please take a few minutes to call and set up
appointments with your child’s teachers and attend one of
these nights. Your continued support for your child’s education is important for their development and sends the
message to them that their education is important to you.
I also would like to remind everyone of the high school
attendance policy. Students who miss more than 10 periods
of a class will meet with Mr. Formanek and an attendance
contract may be set up. Please check the student handbook
for more information about our attendance policy. As this
school year progresses you will want to make sure you understand the policy. If you have questions, please contact
Mr. Formanek.
Hopefully you have had a chance to talk with your child’s
teacher sometime, either through email, visit, or phone
conversation. If you haven’t, please take the time to contact
the teacher, especially if you have a concern about how
your child is doing. I have asked the teachers to do the
same. Also, feel free to contact Mr. Formanek or myself if
something comes up.
Thanks,
Mark Iverson

All parents and district patrons are reminded that all visitors to
any of the district’s school buildings must enter the school only at
the main entrance and must report to the principal’s office before proceeding to any other area in the building. Visitors will be
required to sign in and out and will be required to wear an identification badge while in the building. These procedures have
been put in place to enhance security in the interest of the safety
of students, staff and guests. The district sincerely appreciates
the cooperation of all concerned with the implementation of this
additional safety measure.

Parents and guardians are advised that the school will not provide non-prescription medications such as Tylenol, Advil, etc.
for students. We have been advised that these medications must
be included under the same regulations that govern the school
administration of prescription medications. Medications shall
not be administered to students without written authorization
from a parent or legal caretaker. All medications must be in
their original containers with original labeling. Prescription medication labels must include name of student, name of medication,
and administration instructions to include frequency, dosage and
duration. Medications will be appropriately and securely stored
in the school nurse’s office. Students may not carry their own
medications at school without written authorization from a parent or legal caretaker and approval of the building principal.

Parents/guardians are hereby given notice of the following deadlines pertaining to Open Enrollment opportunities:
March 1, 2020 – Last date for Open Enrollment requests for the
2020-2021school year.
Parents of children who will begin kindergarten in 2020-2021
must file for Open Enrollment no later than September 1, 2020.
Open enrollment students whose family income meets eligibility
requirements are eligible for transportation assistance. Assistance may be in the form of actual transportation being provided
or a stipend paid to parents/guardians.
Parents should be aware that Open Enrollment may result in loss
of athletic eligibility. Questions should be directed to the:
Superintendent’s Office, 940 Lincoln St SW, LeMars, IA 51031
712-546-4155.

All Iowa public school districts are required to provide instruction in Human Growth and Development, including
instruction regarding human sexuality, self-esteem, stress
management, interpersonal relationships and HIV/AIDS in
grades one through twelve. The law also requires schools to
annually provide parents/guardians with information about
this requirement to include the procedure by which
parents/guardians may inspect instructional materials prior to
them being utilized in the classroom. A student shall not be
required to take instruction in Human Growth and Development if the student’s parent/guardian files with the principal a
written request that a student be excused from the instruction.

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act permits the
release of most student records in most circumstances only
upon the authorization by a parent or legal caretaker or by
the student if he/she is at least 18 years old. Parents/legal
caretakers have the right to review students’ records and the
right to request that the records be amended.
Certain information known as “Directory Information”,
which in the LeMars CSD includes: student’s name, address,
date of birth, class designation, extra-curricular participation,
student’s achievement awards or honors, student’s weight
and height if a member of an athletic team, student’s
photograph, and the school attended prior to enrolling at
LeMars may be released without authorization unless the
school has in its files a written notice from a parent/legal
caretaker or qualified student directing that this information
not be released.

Twitter account: @lemarsguidance

Web address: lemarsguidance.blogspot.com
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If a student is interested in visiting a college they need to request a college visit form
and pick up an advance make-up sheet from the front office.

See Mrs. Schmidt if you wish to visit with one of the of the following college representatives
10/14/2019
College Visit - University of Northern Iowa
1:45 PM
10/14/2019
College Visit - Midland University
2:00 PM
10/15/2019
College Visit - Iowa State University
1:00 PM
10/22/2019
College Visit - USD
2:00 PM

College Night will be held in Carey Gym on Monday, October 7, 2019 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Approximately 55 colleges
will be in attendance. All juniors and seniors should attend.
Visit http://gotocollegefairs.com/ - (get your barcode ahead of time!)

Those students interested in the military and wanting to take the ASVAB test please sign up in the guidance office. The
test will be help on Wednesday, October 16, 2019 at 2:00 pm.

Letters were sent out to qualifying (GPA 3.6 or higher to qualify for the PSAT/NMSQT) 10th & 11th graders will take the
PSAT Wednesday, October 16, 2019 8:30-11:45 am in the Multi-Purpose Room. If interested in signing up, please bring
$17.00 to the Guidance Office. If your child didn't receive a letter but is still interested in taking the test they may do so.

October 26, 2019
December 14, 2019
February 8, 2020
April 4, 2020
June 13, 2020

September 20, 2019
November 8, 2019
January 10, 2020
February 28, 2020
May 8, 2020

September 21- October 4, 2019
November 9-22, 2019
January 11-17, 2020
February 29-March 13, 2020
May 9-22, 2020

Log onto CollegeWeekLive.com for free ACT, SAT, and Toefl practice and test taking tips

Next PTO Meeting will be
at CorkIt! (769 Prospect St SW). Everyone is welcome!

PM

● Stay up to date on PTO events and
and
●

has an app! Please download it and remember to scan your receipts to support your schools! It’s
also still hip to clip! Look for details for our October
Box Tops contest coming soon!

● Did you know you can donate your
to the PTO?
Bring your cans to the Redeemed Can and Bottle: 225
1st Street NE. Open Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM – 4:00
PM and Saturdays 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM.

Did you catch us at the parade? Thanks to LCS for allowing
homecoming fun!
us to be part of the

If you have any questions or comments, please reach out to your
school’s Parent PTO Rep:
Clark – Angie Penne
angie.penne@gmail.com
Franklin – Megan Brown
jandmbrown@ymail.com
Kluckhohn – Lindsey Schroeder
indsey.schroeder@lemarscsd.org
*********************************************

We are off and running with another awesome year at
the Le Mars Community Middle School! The focus
at the middle school this year involves our theme, “Be
An Upstander! Be Different! Be Nice!”. Suggestions
from students guided the selection of this theme, as
they said they wanted to learn ways to help (be an
UPSTANDER!) their classmates and peers that are
struggling with the issues that face teens today.
We kicked off our theme with a whole school
assembly on the first day of school that welcomed
students, introduced their teachers with a fun video,
and then shared the music video, “Be Different! Be
Nice!” by the Black Eyed Peas! We learned the
definition of an upstander is a person who speaks or
acts in support of an individual. Each month, our
whole school assembly will focus on a topic that
impacts teens today and then gives them strategies to
be an upstander and help peers that might be
struggling with that issue.
Our September whole school assembly was presented
by Angela Nilles and Brian Koelewyn from Plains
Area Mental Health on the topic of suicide
prevention. September is Suicide Prevention Month,
and they shared with the students how to be an
upstander by looking for warning signs in other
students and then how to start a conversation with a
friend or peer that they might be worried about. They
learned that the best way to be an upstander is to
report concerns about suicide to a trusted adult.
Although suicide is often thought of as a difficult
topic, research shows that the best suicide prevention
is education and conversation. We hope that we gave
LCMS students the tools to #BeThe1To: ask, keep
them safe, be there, help them connect, and follow
up!
We have lots more great activities and assemblies
planned throughout the upcoming year and we hope
that you ask your student how they can Be An
Upstander! Be Different! Be Nice! Go Bulldogs!
Jason Martin and Kari Kopperud
LCMS Counselors
Contact at 546-7022

Students, parents and patrons of the LeMars Community Schools are hereby advised that the possession and use of laser light devices at school, at
school-sponsored events and on school-provided
transportation are prohibited.
These laser light devices are disruptive to the educational process, may cause injury to the eye, and are
potentially very dangerous because they project a
beam of light that cannot be distinguished from a
weapon-sighting device.
The possession and use of these devices by students
will result in permanent confiscation of the device
accompanied by disciplinary action. Any person
using one of these devices during a school activity
can expect permanent confiscation of the device and
ejection from the event.

MS Parents should enter through
Door B by the flagpole

FLU
● Flu season is quickly approaching and we want to make sure
everyone is taking precautions and staying healthy.
● Please keep your student home if temperature is over 100 degrees. You must be fever free (temperature less than 100 degrees) for 24 hours before you may return to work or school.
● Avoid public shopping areas when you are sick. You will help
prevent others from catching your illness.
● Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. Germs spread this
way.
● Clean and disinfect surfaces or objects. Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at home, work or school, especially
when someone is ill, and practice good hand washing.

REMINDER DENTAL SCREENS- All students entering kindergarten and 9th grade must have a dental screening completed
for the 2019/2020 school year per Iowa Law. If you have not provided a dental screening, please do so immediately.

REMINDER-SPORTS PHYSICALS (7th-12th grade)- Any student planning to participate in sports or extracurricular activities,
including cheerleading and dance, must turn in a completed physical report from a Medical Doctor, Nurse Practitioner, or Chiropractor, with the parent’s signature on it, before they are allowed
to participate in practice. These forms can be picked up from the
High School Guidance office for high school students or the middle school office for 7/8th grade students. You will also need to
complete the Athletic insurance waiver/parent or legal guardian
permission form and the “Heads up” Concussion form.

Washington Workshop-Rescheduled Meeting

Le Mars Community 8th graders have taken part in
Washington Workshops for over 30 years.
Parents and students are invited to attend an
informational meeting about the Washington Workshop
trip. The meeting will be held on Thursday, October 3 at
5:30 p.m. in the middle school cafeteria. Please enter
through Door A of the middle school. Chaperones are
accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis and spots are
limited. Please contact Ms. Carrie Campbell at
carrie.campbell@lemarscsd.org with questions or if you
are interested in chaperoning.

Representatives from LifeServe Blood Center will be at Le Mars
Community High School to accept donations on Friday,
November 22, 2019 from 9 am-2:30 pm. This blood drive is
open to qualifying students and staff. Students who wish to
participate must be 16 years of age or older, weigh at least 120
pounds, eat a good meal prior to donating, and be in good health.
Also, repeat donors must have at least 56 days between
donations. Parent/guardians will be required to sign a permission
slip in order for their student to participate.
Students must have identification with them on the day of
donation. A sign-up sheet will be located in the High School
Principal's office the first week of November. If you have any
questions, please contact Stephanie Buhman, MS/HS nurse at
546-4153.

A special thank you to event co-chairs Janelle Bixenman and Carrie Brownmiller for another successful fundraiser for
LeMars Community students and teachers. With the generous support of major sponsors, chefs, and in-kind donations
volunteers were able to raise over $40,345.00. To date L.E.E.P. has disbursed $213,796.25 for textbooks, equipment,
technology and teacher requests to enhance the education of students at LeMars Community Schools. Most of all
THANK YOU to the ticket holders who attended the event, voted and had a fantastic fun-filled evening.

BEST THEME: “Toyko Joe’s Japanese Steakhouse” Galles Construction, Inc. and Mark Crop Insurance
JUDGES CHOICE: “Ope, Let me SALAD on by ya’ here” coleslaw, Primebank
BEST OVERALL FOOD: “Not Your Granny’s Fluff”- BLT, Inc. and Campbell’s Electric
BEST APPETIZER: “Not Your Granny’s Fluff”- BLT, Inc. and Campbell’s Electric
BEST ENTRÉE: “Backdraft BBQ” Pump and Roll Pork Loin- LeMars Fire & Rescue
BEST DESSERT: “S’more Money Bites” American Bank

American Bank
Primebank

Perspective Insurance
Wells Enterprises, Inc

Northwest Bank
Walmart

Ahlrich Concrete
Beitelspacher Land & Cattle LLC
BoDeans
Dennis & Gayle Vonk
D.K. Tree Removal
Donegal Insurance Group
ECHO Electric Supply & Lighting Design
Floyd Valley Healthcare
Iowa State Bank
John & Debra Ahlers
Kroese & Kroese, P.C.
M.Catton & Co.
McCormackDistributing Co.
Midstates Bank, N.A.
Murphy, Collins, Bixenman & McGill
Parrott Distributing
Tail Trends
Total Motors
Willow Lodge Pet Resort

Advanced Eye Care
Craig & Cristi Bauerly
Adam & Lynn Baumgartner
Bellissmo Coffeeworks

BLT-Inc
Bob’s Drive Inn/4 Brothers Bar & Grill
Bolin Chiropractic & Accupuncture Inc
Matt & Jodi Brown
Todd & Carrie Brownmiller
Daniel Kaler, DDS, PC
Joel & Lorraine DeJong
Dr. Becky Deruyter-Advanced Eye Health
Shane & Traci Dreckman
Craig & Stacey Feldman
Get Branded 360
Iowa Abstract & Tile Company
Jeneary Dental
Gerald & Susan Klemme
Todd & Roma Lancaster
Micah & Makenzie Lang
Langel’s Plumbing & Heating
McClintock Insurance II, Inc.
Shane & Helena McDougall
Gabe & Jeana Morgan
NW Iowa Credit Union
Paul & Deb Parmelee
Larry & Luene Petersen
Pizza Ranch
Ritz Chiropractic Group PLLC
Bill & Jane Scheitler
Schiff Fitness
Schmidt Farms & Seed
Russ & Donna Schmidt
Jerry & Audrey Scholten
Schroeder Construction
Brett & Deb Susemihl
Joe & Amanda Susemihl
Tri-State Ready Mix
Lee & Susan Konz
Van’s Sanitation
Todd & Betty Wendt
Williams & Co.
Chris & Susan Williams

Al Pottebaum- New York Life
Rob & Janelle Bixenman
Hotopp Jewelry & Gifts
Judd & Kari Kopperud
Steve & Jolene Meis

Doug & Karen CarlsenCarlsen Granite
Mike & Kim Clarey
Jake & Linda Conover
Craft Den
Steve & Angela Kneip
Steve & Pat Harris
Cal & Dixie Kooiker
Ron & Angela Kneip
MJM Design
Robb & Kelsey Langel
Matt & Nicole Susemihl
Scott & Jill Renken

Culligan
Bellissimo Coffeeworks
Dean Foods
LeMars Daily Sentinal
Van’s Sanitation
P’s Pizza House
KLEM

“Holy Smokey Guacamole”
Chefs: Joe Sitzmann, Nick Jalas, Mike Murphy

Smoking Sweet Pork Belly”
Chefs: Dustin Wright, Dr. Andrew Geha

“Surf and Turf”
Chefs: Mark Narkon, Mike Jacobsma

“Cowboy Beans”
Chefs: Matt Susemihl, Justin Freking,
Matt Lancaster, Rob Bixenman

“Dutch Saucijsies”
Chefs: Kevin Eekhoff, Jason Vande Brake

“Dia de Muertos”
Chefs: Eddie McKee, Frank Hiles, Nick Shipley

“Ope, Let me SALAD on by ya’ here!
Chefs: Mark Schmidt, Cole Sitzmann, Jordan Sitzmann

“S’more Money, S’more Problems”
Chefs: Micah Lang, Hunter Rowe

“Backdraft BBQ”
Chefs: Charlie Mohning, Kevin Bolton, Mike Hargens

“The Three Amigoes”
Chefs: Mike Pippett, Jason Schrunk, John McCannon

“Dance Dads”
Chefs: Kyle Foelske, Toby Sullivan, Chad Mescher

“Tokyo Joe’s Japanese Steakhouse”
Chefs: Joe Galles, Steve VanOtterloo, Marty Pippett

“Team Hee Haw”
Chefs: Steve Albert, Scott Kooiman, Travis Bultman

“Dirty Nick & Da Boyz”
Chefs: Nicholas Peters, Brad Wiltman, Pete Laskie,
Richard Buhman, Chuck Peters

“Juan In a Million Taco Salad”
Chefs: Mike Copeland, Phil Arkema

“A Home for Christmas”
Chefs: Tyler Petty, Dustin Petty, Curt Gengler

“Busch Masters”
Chefs: Ryan Campbell, Alex Campbell, Ken Chamberlain

“Bearly Bourbon Beans”
Chefs: Casey Jacobsen, Nathan Blair

“Rocky Mountain Robot Oysters”
Chefs: Tracy Wingert, Dean Herbst, Doug Masuen

“The Three Little Pigs and Their Camaro”
Chefs: Dave Hill, Scott Taylor, Mitch Christoffel
Janelle Bixenman & Carrie Brownmiller
“Dirty Old Grannys”
Chef: Todd Brownmiller, Keith Campbell

Deb Susemihl

Amanda Susemihl

FROM THE TRANSPORTATION
DEPARTMENT
The Transportation Department is again offering in-town bussing for
our students. Students must have a bus pass from their school to
ride the bus. Riding the bus is a privilege. This privilege can be lost
if the student does not have a pass or if the rider does not follow the
rules. It is important that each student have a pass. These passes
must be carried with them at all times and should be shown to the
driver whenever asked.
The bus rules are posted in each bus. Please let your student know
how important it is to follow these rules. Distracting the driver can
be very serious. If the driver needs to watch the students, he/she is
not watching the road. Some of these rules to follow are:
•
Remain seated while bus is in motion.
•
No loud talking or profanity.
•
No fighting or pushing.
•
Always keep your hands to yourself.
•
No throwing objects in or out of the bus.

We invite you to join us for the Music Boosters'
annual SOUP AND PIE SUPPER on Friday,
October 25.
Serving will be from 5:00-7:00 in the high school
commons...chicken noodle, chili, and potato soup,
as well as a delicious variety of pies. Music
students are selling tickets, and they are also
available at the door ($6.00 per person, children
under age 3 eat free.) What a perfect way to both
fill-up and warm-up before the football game vs.
Denison-Schleswig, and the Mass Band Show at
halftime!

There may be additional requests made by the bus driver that all students will be expected to follow for overall safety.
Let’s all do the best we can to provide the students a safe ride to and
from school this year.

Every year, several people pass our stopped school buses when the
stop sign is out and the lights are flashing. This creates a dangerous
situation for the students loading and unloading from the bus. Help
keep our children safe; know the rules about a stopped school bus.
If you are meeting a school bus from the front and the yellow lights
are flashing, you need to prepare to stop, just like you would for a
yellow traffic light. If you meet a bus from the front and the red lights
are flashing, you are required to stop and stay put until the lights turn
off and the stop sign retracts. If you are approaching the bus from
the rear and the yellow or red lights are flashing, you are required to
stop. You are never allowed to pass the school bus from the rear if
yellow or red lights are on.
The fines for a first offense are as follows:
●
●
●

At least $250 dollars, but not more than $675 dollars.
The court may order imprisonment not to exceed 30 days in
lieu of or in addition to a fine.
Driving Privilege Suspension for 30 days. When you get your
driving privileges back, you will be required to obtain SR-22 insurance (high risk).

Don’t forget to visit the school website to read the
each month and catch up on what is happening
at LCHS. The latest issue of the school newspaper is
posted at www.lemarscsd.org.
Click on Media tab Dog Pound.

The Le Mars Community School District will not engage in any illegal discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation,
gender identity, disability, socioeconomic status, and marital status in its educational programs, activities or employment policies and practices.

Mark your calendar for the Middle School
Book Fair coming on October 7th and 10th
during teacher conferences. The book fair will
have many new book selections as well as more paperbacks
with discounted prices. Students will also be selling items to
include posters this year that will go to the Le Mars Backpack
program. To help promote literacy, all business or personal
cash donations will be used to help middle school students buy
their own personal book they can keep. Come check it out at
the middle school library, you won’t want to miss it!

Follett Gift cards are new this year and a great cash-free system
to pay for books and they never expire. Parents and Grandparents may now contribute to the child’s literacy without worry of a lost check. Visit this website if
interested: https://www.giftfly.com/shop/follett-book-fairs

