Bulldog Highlights
Hello, Bulldogs!
We are starting to get a full head of steam for the upcoming spring. Our students
are getting ready to take the new Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress
(ISASP) during the month of April. As you may recall, this assessment has replaced
the old Iowa Test of Basic Skills and Iowa Assessments. According to our Curriculum Director, Rachel Leavitt, the new statewide test has some significant changes
from the previous test:
● The test will be administered online.
● There will be fewer tests for students.
Students in grades 3 - 11 will be tested in Reading,
Writing and Language, and Math.
Students in grades 5, 8, and 10 will also be tested in Science.
● Question types will vary from the normal multiple choice. Students will be
asked to demonstrate and apply their knowledge beyond simply choosing one
correct answer.
● Students will be required to write a passage from a given topic or idea.
As with any new assessment, plus one that is computer-based and requires students
to explain their thinking, we are very hopeful our students perform well, but are prepared to learn and grow from this new, more difficult assessment.
The District Leadership Instructional Impact Team (DLIIT) met for their second
meeting of the school year. The purpose of this team is to collect and analyze relevant data to be used in the district decision making process, provide systematic input
to the Board of Education regarding issues facing the school district, ensure the development of plans for purposeful and meaningful change, monitor and evaluate the
implementation of short and long-term district development plans, and coordinate
communication through the school community. This group consists of community
members, teachers, administrators, students, and school board members. On February 21, the group was able to provide the administration and school board input
regarding a parent document about the new Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student
Progress, as well as input for the 2019-2020 school calendar. DLIIT was also provided a mid-year progress report regarding professional development, as well as the
Iowa Department of Education’s new Iowa School Performance Profiles
(https://www.iaschoolperformance.gov/Home/Index). These profiles provide stakeholders information on state identified indicators. DLIIT will use the information to
provide the Board of Education input regarding future district student achievement
goals, as well as input on district school improvement plans. We greatly appreciate
all of the volunteer DLIIT members for attending the meetings and providing our
district leaders with valuable input!
I would like to congratulate all of our students and sponsors/coaches on great success this winter. Our students have been making their mark at the state and local
levels within speech, music, athletics, and robotics. Le Mars can take great pride in
the fact that our students are representing our community in great fashion with
strong character and talent!

The Northwest Area Education Agency will be
conducting hearing screenings at the Middle
School and High school on April 1-2, 2019. All 8th
grade students and any student new to the district
will be screened. Also any student in the LCHS
district currently being home schooled may call to
set up a time to be screened. If you do not wish
for your child to receive these services, please notify Stephanie Buhman RN, MS/HS nurse at 5467022. These services are provided at no cost to
you.
IMMUNIZATIONS- Now is a good time to get a
head start on vaccinations required for the upcoming 2019/2020 school year. Students entering 7th
grade must provide proof of a Tdap booster and
meningococcal vaccine. Students entering 12th
grade must provide proof of a meningococcal vaccine. Vaccinations or a notarized exemption certificate are required before school starts and must be
provided before your student is allowed to attend.
SENIORS-Immunization records will be sent in
the mail to ALL graduating seniors. Please do not
lose them as we do not keep a copy of immunization records after graduation.
DENTAL CERTIFICATES- All students entering
kindergarten and 9th grade must have a dental
screen completed. Please submit a dental screening
certificate to the office if you have not yet done so
this year.
SPORTS PHYSICALS (7th-12th grade)- Be sure
to schedule your sports physicals now so you have
them taken care of before summer/fall practices
begin. Any student planning to participate in
sports, including cheerleading and dance, must
turn in a completed physical report from a medical
doctor, nurse practitioner, or chiropractor, with the
parent’s signature on it, before they are allowed to
participate in practice. These forms can be picked
up from the High School Guidance office for high
school students or the middle school office for 7-8
grade students. You will also need to complete the
athletic insurance waiver/parent or legal guardian
permission form and the “Heads up” concussion
form.
Floyd Valley Hospital Family Medicine Clinics will
offer sports physicals this summer. Listen to
KLEM and watch the paper for an announcement
of dates and times then call your provider to schedule an appointment. Please have your physical
form filled out and signed by a parent/guardian
before the appointment.
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Dear Parents,
For many years, students in our district, as well as districts across the state, have been assessed on an annual basis with the Iowa
Assessments. Last spring the Iowa legislature determined that all students in Iowa would be assessed using a new test called the
Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress (ISASP).
These new assessments were developed by Iowa Testing Programs at the University of Iowa. The tests are aligned with the Iowa
Core standards and aim to provide a clear and accurate measurement of student learning outcomes. All districts in the state of
Iowa are required to give ISASP during the final quarter of the school year.
The new statewide test has some significant changes from the previous test:
The test will be administered online.
There will be fewer tests for students.
Students in grades 3 - 11 will be tested in Reading, Writing and Language, and Math.
Students in grades 5, 8, and 10 will also be tested in Science.
Question types will vary from the normal multiple choice. Students will be asked to demonstrate and apply their knowledge beyond simply choosing one correct answer.
Students will be required to write a passage from a given topic or idea.
The test will be untimed. While there are recommended times for each test, students will have as long as they need to complete
each section.
Your child will be testing during the month of April, using the online format. During this first year of administration it is anticipated that results may not be available until early fall of 2019. Student growth, proficiency, and readiness indicators will be reported
to our district at that time as well.
Practice tests and online tools are available for parents, students, and teachers via the PearsonAccessnext portal. Go to
http://iowa.pearsonaccessnext.com/test-prep/.
With a new statewide assessment, results could be lower than expected. When we change the way we test kids, we may not immediately get the results we want. While the standards have not changed, new question types now require students to apply their
knowledge and explain their reasoning. This transition may be a challenge for our students. We do not want our students and
teachers to be discouraged as we know that everyone involved has worked extremely hard in preparation for this new test. Our
new scores for the ISASP will serve as a starting point and we can expect scores to improve over time. During this transition period, please encourage your child to give his/her best effort and be confident in what they are learning in their classrooms.
There is amazing teaching and learning happening every day in our buildings! It is the day to day work that truly counts.
Lastly, a single score on this statewide assessment does not indicate the overall success of our schools. Le Mars Community
Schools will take multiple measures into account to gauge the effectiveness of our programs and the success of our students.
If you have any questions about these assessments, please contact the district curriculum office.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Rachel Leavitt
Curriculum Director
Le Mars Community Schools

High School Principal’s Corner
Spring is almost here, and that means the third quarter is starting
to wind down. The end of the 3rd quarter is March 15; report
cards will be mailed shortly after that date.
The staff at LCHS has had a busy year so far. Our staff has continued their work with the Iowa Core. As we move closer to implementing the core curriculum you may notice skills that were
taught in one class have been moved to another. This is especially true in math, where skills have been moved down a class
or two. The goal of the core is to increase the rigor of our courses and to help our students become career/college ready.
In April we will be taking the Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress. These tests measure how students are doing academically. The ISASP are important for another reason.
Students who want to take concurrent (dual-credit, college)
courses in English, math, history, or science need to be proficient on the assessment. This requirement was set by the Senior
Year Plus legislation. You should be receiving a letter from the
guidance office explaining other requirements if your child registered to take these classes next year. Students who registered for
these classes will also meet the guidelines set by Western Iowa
Tech, unless they qualify through their ACT results and submit
their scores to the guidance office. Again, this is a part of the
Senior Year Plus legislation. If you have questions regarding this
information, please contact Melissa Hill or Judd Kopperud.
Also in April your student will be taking a survey from the Iowa
Department of Education titled "Conditions of Learning Survey
2019". This survey along with the ISASP test results play a heavy
part in our ranking on the Iowa School Report Cards. It is important that all students complete this survey and answer truthfully. Students will have time in class to complete this survey.
Prom will be on April 27th this year. Prom will work very similar to last year. Grand march will start at 6:30 pm and will be in
the competition gym. Costs for the student to attend the dance
and after prom is $27 a ticket. The after-prom committee will be
charging admission to attend the grand march. Cost is $5 a person, under age 5 will be free. The dance then will start at 8:00
pm in Carey Gym. Students will not be permitted to leave once
they enter the school for prom activities, please have your pictures done ahead of time. We will have a photographer in the
lobby of the competition gym for those wishing to purchase pictures. If a student leaves prom before 10:45 pm, a parent will be
notified of the time their child left. After-prom will be in the
middle school and will run like past years. The students must be
there by 11:30 pm and the after-prom will end at 2:30 am.
As always, if you have any concerns about your child's progress
in school, please contact teachers to arrange a meeting to discuss
your concerns. We want all our students to succeed.
Have a great March!

Le Mars Community School District will accept
applications for preschool starting Monday, March
4, 2019. Applications can be found on the school
website www.lemarscsd.org or in the office at Clark
Elementary School. The completed application
must be postmarked, dropped off, or e-mailed by
Friday, April 5, 2019. Enrollment is open to 4-year
old children in the community with the goal of having a well-rounded diverse group of children that is
representative of the population of Le Mars. Children must turn 4 by September 15, 2019 to be eligible.
Selection of children will be held during the week
of April 8 and parents will be notified about the
selection of their child sometime during the week
of April 15. Selection will be based on a random
selection process. The Le Mars School District
reserves the right to enroll children based on gender, age, race, ethnicity, special needs, and member
of low-income families for the purposes of high
quality preschool experiences.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Patti Kruger at 546-8121, 546-4185, or
Patti.Kruger@lemarscsd.org.
Please return the completed application postmarked, or e-mailed by Friday, April 5, 2019. To:
Patti Kruger, Clark Elementary, 201 2nd Ave NW,
Le Mars, IA 51031

A kindergarten pre-registration meeting will be held
Monday, March 4th in the Clark Elementary Gym
at 7:00 PM. The meeting is for parents only. Information is given concerning the kindergarten program. Parents should be prepared to complete
kindergarten registration information and bring a
copy of their child's birth certificate to the meeting.
If you have any questions please contact Clark Elementary School at 712-546-8121.

This summer’s program will be divided into two sessions.
The first session will run from May 28th through June 14th
(class on June 1 to make-up for Memorial Day) with the first
2 weeks being classroom sessions and the 3rd week being
driving sessions. The second session will be from June 17th
through July 6th, with the first 2 weeks being classroom sessions and the 3rd week being driving sessions. Starting dates
are subject to change due to extended school year due to
weather.

The Transportation Department reminds parents that students
must have a bus pass from their school to ride the bus. Riding
the bus is a privilege. This privilege can be lost if the student
does not have a pass, or if the rider does not follow the rules.
It is important that each student have a pass. These passes must
be carried with them at all times and should be shown to the
driver whenever asked.
The bus rules are posted in each bus. Please let your student
know how important it is to follow these rules. Distracting the
driver can be very serious. If the driver needs to watch the students, he is not watching the road.

.

Starting March 1 you may pick up your form from the
LeMars Community High School Principal’s office. These
forms must be returned on or before Friday, April 19th with
the proper fee attached.

LeMars Community & Gehlen Catholic students will need
to pay $350.00 for this class. Gehlen Catholic students who
live outside the LeMars Community School District will
need to pay $475.00. Those students residing outside the
LeMars Community School District that attend a school other than Gehlen Catholic will pay $475.00.

*

Some of these rules to follow are:
● Remain seated while bus is in motion.
● No loud talking or profanity.
● No fighting or pushing. Always keep your hands to yourself.
● No throwing objects in or out of the bus.
● There are other rules also and we would hope that the students know what they are.
● Let’s all do the best we can to provide
the students a safe ride to and from
school this year.

TEACHER OF THE YEAR
NOMINATION DEADLINE
FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 2019

Foundation Scholarships available
Apply online at:
www.lemarscsd.org
LCSD Foundation Scholarships
Deadline for application: April 5, 2019

March 17th
Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Is Your Child Ready For The Test? 3rd-5th Graders To Take
New State Assessment

•E-cigarettes are electronic devices that heat a liquid and produce an aerosol, or mix of small particles in the air.
•E-cigarettes come in many shapes and sizes. Most have a battery, a heating element, and a place to hold a liquid.
•Some e-cigarettes look like regular cigarettes, cigars, or pipes.
Some look like USB flash drives, pens, and other everyday
items. Larger devices such as tank systems, or “mods,” do not
look like other tobacco products.
•E-cigarettes are known by many different names. They are
sometimes called “e-cigs,” “e-hookahs,” “mods,” “vape pens,”
“vapes,” “tank systems,” and “electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS).”
•Using an e-cigarette is sometimes called “vaping” or “JUULing.”
•JUUL is a brand of e-cigarette that is shaped like a USB flash
drive. Like other e-cigarettes, JUUL is a battery-powered device that heats a nicotine-containing liquid to produce an aerosol that is inhaled.
•All JUUL e-cigarettes have a high level of nicotine. According
to the manufacturer, a single JUUL pod contains as much nicotine as a pack of 20 regular cigarettes.
•News outlets and social media sites report widespread use of
JUUL by students in schools, including classrooms and bathrooms.
•Although JUUL is currently the top-selling e-cigarette brand
in the United States, other companies sell e-cigarettes that look
like USB flash drives. Examples include the MarkTen Elite, a
nicotine delivery device, and the PAX Era, a marijuana delivery device that looks like JUUL.
•Please feel free to visit the website listed below for a tip sheet
prepared by the Center for Disease Control that helps parents
talk with their teens about vaping.
•https://ecigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/documents/SGR_ECig_ParentTi
pSheet_508.pdf

We are quickly approaching the time of year when our students
will be taking the standardized state test to show what academic
progress they have made this year. The new test is called the
Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress. All parents in
grades 3-5 will be receiving a letter very soon from our curriculum director, Mrs. Leavitt, explaining more of the details.
We wanted to take a few minutes to share with you what the
school is doing to prepare your student for this new assessment
so that they can show how much they have learned as a student
at LCS!
How we are helping prepare students at school:
*This new test uses an online platform, rather than paper and
pencil, so guidance counselors are taking the students through
online tutorials to show them what the program looks like and
how to navigate it. As we have told the students, it is easier to
use than any video game they play at home!
*Teachers and guidance counselors will be working through
practice tests with the students so they are aware of types of test
questions and how to type constructed responses, which is different than the assessments of the past. This will boost students’ self confidence as they approach a new and different test.
*Classroom teachers have been preparing students all year in
the areas of math, reading, and science with high quality
curriculum, so they feel ready for the topics covered on the test.
*Students will only be tested for a short time each day so they
do not feel overwhelmed with testing.
*The Le Mars Elementary PTO has generously agreed to provide snacks for testing days to keep students alert and their
brains nourished.
*The three elementary building staff members will celebrate
with our students as they prepare and succeed on taking the assessments!
We are excited for our students to show all they have learned
over the past year! We feel that our students receive a high
quality education here at LCS and we look forward to them
demonstrating this on the new assessment. Please contact a
counselor or principal if you have any questions about this new
assessment in the next few months, and continue to watch for
additional details coming home from school.
Elementary Guidance Counselors
DeAndra Mahrt
Kari Kopperud

will be held
in the Middle School Auditorium
*practice for NHS Induction will be March 18, 2019 at 7:45 AM in
the Middle School Auditorium
**********************************
Twitter account: @lemarsguidance

Web address: lemarsguidance.blogspot.com

Monday, April 1, 2019
High School Cafeteria

6:00 p.m. –College Planning
7:15 p.m. - Financial Aid
Parents and students come get information on how to complete the
FAFSA which is required for federal student financial aid. The Iowa College Access Network will be providing a free presentation on
how to fill out this important document. This is a great opportunity
to get your questions answered and to find out about available financial assistance for your college bound student.

The regular meeting of L.E.E.P. was held Monday, February 4, 2019. Discussion and decisions were made regarding requests from teachers for resources, and
supplies for classrooms.
The following requests were reviewed and honored:
● Connie Hoffman and Susan Veltkamp, Franklin 2nd
grade- Ranger Rick Zoobooks, National Geographic
Kids, and Ranger Rick subscriptions, to benefit 50
students.
● Ryan Zittritsch, 7th grade science- eight magnetic levitation sets to aid students in demonstrating standards
of electricity and magnetism.
● Emily Majeres and Jennifer Jorgensen Clark preschool- 10 trikes and bikes to benefit students’ gross
motor skills and build coordination. These will also
help special education students with PT.

If a student is interested in visiting a college they need to make sure
you pick up an advance make up sheet and college visit form from
the front office.

MENuMASTERS 2019 is Saturday, September 21. The
event location is the Plymouth County Fairgrounds in
Century Hall. The committee would like everyone to
consider donating as sponsors or being a chef during the
event. If you would like more information regarding
MENuMASTERs please contact event chairs Janelle Bixenman or Carrie Brownmiller.

The foundation scholarships are available at our website
www.lemarscsd.org
*What’s New
*Click on scholarship name
*Return completed scholarships to the guidance office
Foundation Scholarships will be due Friday, April 5, 2019

The next regular L.E.E.P. meeting will be on Monday,
March 4, 2019 beginning at 5:30 p.m. The location is
room A-09 in the LeMars Community Middle School.
Meetings are open to the public.

April 13, 2019
June 8, 2019

March 8, 2019
May 3, 2019

March 9-25, 2019
May 4-20, 2019

● Log onto CollegeWeekLive.com for free ACT, SAT, and Toefl
practice and test taking tips.
● Juniors should take their ACT tests in April or June.

Senior student athletes be sure to apply for one of the Athletic
Booster Scholarships. We will award 2 male and 2 female
scholarships of $300 each. Applicants must have lettered in a
sport in both junior and senior years, display outstanding
sportsmanship, 2.5 GPA or higher, display moral and ethical
conduct as outlined in the athletic handbook and show leadership and involvement in school and community activities. Stop
in the guidance office and pick up an application.
The annual golf tournament date has been set for June 30th.
More information to follow later this spring.
Athletic Boosters meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at
7:00 pm in the high school cafeteria. The next meeting is
March 20th.

The Le Mars Community School District will not engage in any illegal discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, socioeconomic status, and marital status in
its educational programs, activities or employment policies and practices.

