Bulldog Highlights
Hello, Bulldogs! The month of February is a busy time for the Le Mars Community
School District. Our winter sports season is starting to get ready for tournament time
and our music and speech programs are participating in many different competitions.
Our robotics club has also been busy with various competitions. All of these programs
are representing the community of Le Mars in great fashion; exhibiting hard work,
strong character, and great success! It won’t be long until we will be getting ready for
spring activities. Along those lines, several young ladies made Iowa history in January.
Jecenta Sargisson, Claire Ohlrichs, Jaycee Davison, and Josie Matgen were among the
first Iowa girls ever to compete in the first Iowa Wrestling Coaches and Officials Association (IWCOA) interscholastic Iowa High School Girls Wrestling Championships.
Jecenta placed 1st, Josie placed 4th, Claire placed 4th in their respective weight classes.
We are very proud of these girls for being leaders in Iowa girls wrestling!
The Le Mars Community School District Foundation’s scholarship campaign is currently underway. The Foundation, which formed in 1991, has partnered with generous
contributors to award over $900,000 in scholarships to date. Last year alone, 57 donors
awarded 120 scholarships totaling $62,800. A special thank you goes to all who contributed last year. I also want to thank the members of this year’s scholarship committee: Kelsey Langel, Kent Pauling, Deb Ahlers, Terri Martin, Kay Michaelson, Larry
Petersen, Glendon Peterson, Denise Anthony, Steve Wick, Steve Collins, and Joe Sitzmann. If you are interested in forming a new scholarship or contributing to the general
scholarship fund of the Foundation, please feel free to contact Lisa Eisma at the central
office at (712) 546-4155.

**************************
The LeMars Community School District is
participating in a needs assessment survey
aimed at school improvement. As a key
stakeholder in our school system, we are
reaching out to you to ask you to take part in
our parent questionnaire which asks questions about your beliefs related to student
learning and school culture.
Your participation is essential in helping us
assess our district’s strengths and identify areas of needed improvement. Please know
that all of your responses will remain anonymous to protect your privacy.
The average time to complete the
survey is 10-15 minutes. You can
access the survey link by clicking
the Red Needs Assessment Icon.
The site will remain open until February 8.
Many thanks for your input!

The Le Mars Community School District Foundation also awards the Decades of Excellence Crystal Bell Teacher of the Year Award. Nomination materials for this award
are available in all district buildings and the superintendent’s office. Anyone can nominate a teacher for this award, co-sponsored by the Le Mars Community School District
Foundation and the Le Mars Community Alumni Association. Nominations are due
Friday, March 29, 2019. The award recipient is honored at the Foundation’s Annual
Banquet along with the employee of the month recipients, 25-year employees, and the
top 5% of the graduating class. The banquet will be held on Wednesday, April 24,
2019, in the lower level of the Le Mars Convention Center.
I would like to thank all of the great support Le Mars Community Schools receive from
our stakeholders. As mentioned, the Foundation does an excellent job of providing
scholarships for graduates. LEEP and PTO have been great partners providing support for teachers and students. T and I Boosters do a great job of raising funds to support much needed technical programs, and our Music and Athletic Boosters are a
strong source of support for those programs. The community of Le Mars does a great
job of supporting these organizations, and it is much appreciated. Your support provides help to educate our students for an ever-changing world. Thank you!

A kindergarten pre-registration meeting will be held Monday, March 4th in the Clark
Elementary Gym at 7:00 PM. The meeting is for
. Information is given
concerning the kindergarten program. Parents should be prepared to complete kindergarten registration information and bring a copy of their child’s birth certificate to the
meeting. If you have any questions, please contact Clark Elementary School at 712-5468121.

LCSD Foundation
Scholarships
LCSD Foundation
Scholarship application
materials will be available on
February 18, 2019
on the district website.
You can access the
website by going to:
www.lemarscsd.org
Foundation Scholarship
under “Whats New” links area
Application deadline is
Friday, April 5th

High School Principal’s Corner
What does your mindset say about you? The way we think
about ourselves, others, and the situations we are faced with
can determine our success. This notion is called “mindset.”
Originally coined by Dr. Carol Dweck, the term growth
mindset was used to help people describe their beliefs about
learning and intelligence. Dr. Dweck wanted people to look
at the brain as a muscle, with practice it can be strengthened
to think in a positive way. However, it takes hard work, effort, and practice.
We should encourage others to grow and learn through mistakes. Our flaws are what set us apart from one another, but
together we can encourage one another to be proud of who
they are and become better after each mistake.

A belief that, despite obstacles and challenges, a person can
develop abilities and achieve goals through motivation, hard
work, and practice.

A belief that talent and intelligence can’t be changed despite
dedication and hard work.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Learn from their mistakes
Be motivated to succeed
Put forth more effort
Take challenges head on
Ask for feedback
Take risks

DeAndra Mahrt & Kari Kopperud
Elementary School Counselors

Is it February already? This school year is really moving
along. We will be starting to get ready for graduation. Counselors will be performing credit checks will seniors. Graduation is set for May 19 at 3:00 pm in the gymnasium. We are
also working on next year’s class schedule. It is our hopes to
get their 19-20 class schedule to students in April so they
can make adjustments before the summer and the start of
next school year.
As second semester gets going, I encourage you to check
out your student’s schedule to see what new classes he/she
might be taking. Just a reminder about second semester exams, if he/she misses fewer than 4 days, 5 or fewer tardies,
and has no grade lower than a C-, he/she will be exempt
from second semester exams. Some of our concurrent
classes require the semester exams be taken. This requirement comes from Western Iowa Tech and the exam is
needed to receive college credit.
Again this year, the school will be hosting prom. Prom will
be on April 27. Prom will operate like last year except times
have been moved up. The grand march will be at 6:30 pm.
The After-Prom Committee will be charging admission to
come and watch this event. The dance will start at 8 and
end at 11:00 pm. After Prom is starting at 11:30 pm. There
will be an opportunity to take pictures in the lobby of the
gym. Students will not be allowed to leave and re-enter once
they are at the school.
Again, if you have any concerns about your child and their
progress in school, please contact the teacher to arrange a
meeting to discuss your concerns. We want to see all our
students succeed.
Have a great February!

Le Mars Community School District will accept applications for preschool starting Friday, March 1, 2019. Applications
can be found on the school website www.lemarscsd.org or in the office at Clark Elementary School. The completed application must be postmarked, dropped off, or e-mailed by Friday, April 5, 2019. Enrollment is open to 4-year old children
in the community with the goal of having a well-rounded diverse group of children that is representative of the population
of Le Mars. Children must turn 4 by September 15 to be eligible.
Selection of children will be held during the week of April 8 and parents will be notified about the selection of their child
sometime during the week of April 15. Selection will be based on a random selection process. The Le Mars School District reserves the right to enroll children based on gender, age, race, ethnicity, special needs, and member of low-income
families for the purposes of high-quality preschool experiences.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Patti Kruger at 546-8121, 546-4185, or Patti.Kruger@lemarscsd.org.
Please return the completed application postmarked, or e-mailed by Friday, April 5, 2019. To: Patti Kruger, Clark Elementary, 201 2nd Ave NW, Le Mars, IA 51031

Le Mars Community Middle School students were
able to make the holidays a little brighter this year for
many local families. Each month, the middle school
has been having a whole school Power of One assembly where students hear about a way that they as an individual can make an impact in their school,
community, country, and world. The December Power of One assembly focused on Mid-Sioux Opportunity, Inc.’s Adopt-a-Family program.
Each HomeBase group was challenged to put together
a themed gift basket that would be handed out to the
Adopt-a-Family recipients. Groups were encouraged
to use themes such as “family game night”, “holiday
baking”, and “movie night” as possible ideas for their
gifts. All the items were donated or purchased by the
students and their teachers.
On December 11, as students filed into the auditorium
for the Power of One assembly, each HomeBase
group brought their gift basket to the stage. It was
amazing to see the generosity of the students and staff
as the stage was soon filled with holiday gift baskets!
Students then heard a message from Nicole Mier, the
outreach coordinator at Mid-Sioux, about how each of
them could use their Power of One to make a difference for families in need in the Le Mars community.
It was a great message and a powerful example of how
young people can make a difference!
Pictured below are some of the LCMS students and
the gift baskets that were donated to Mid-Sioux.

This summer’s program will be divided into two sessions.
The first session will run from May 28th through June 14th
with the first 2 weeks being classroom sessions and the 3rd
week being driving sessions. The second session will be
from June 17th through July 6th, with the first 2 weeks being classroom sessions and the 3rd week being driving sessions. Starting dates are subject to change due to extended
school year due to weather.

.

Starting March 1 you may pick up your form from the
LeMars Community High School Principal’s office. These
forms must be returned on or before Friday, April 19th with
the proper fee attached.
LeMars Community & Gehlen Catholic students will need
to pay $350.00 for this class. Gehlen Catholic students who
live outside the LeMars Community School District will
need to pay $475.00. Those students residing outside the
LeMars Community School District that attend a school
other than Gehlen Catholic will pay $475.00.

On Monday, January 7, seven Le Mars Community sixth grade
band members traveled to East High in Sioux City to participate
in the Strong Foundations Honor Band. This festival consisted
of 6th grade band students from all over the Tri-State area. The
students were divided up into two equal bands and performed a
concert that night after rehearsing all afternoon.
Directors of the bands were David Law, retired band director
from Marion, IA, and Leon Keuhner, retired band director from
Hampton, IA.
Students from Le Mars Community participating in this honor
band festival were: L-R Sebastian MacGregor, alto sax; Jacob
Hargens, tuba; Bristen Benstead, clarinet; Asher Moss, percussion; Greta Tilberg, flute; clarinet; Ryder Mullally, percussion;
and Ellaina Pick, french horn.

Twitter account: @lemarsguidance

Web address: lemarsguidance.blogspot.com

www.lemarscsd.org
Calendars - Activities

FAFSA is open to apply. This is government aid. You can
apply online at http://www.FAFSA.ED.Gov. If you have any
further questions, please contact the guidance office.

Be checking your school email or stop by the guidance office.

NHS Induction will be held March 18, 2019 at 6:30 PM in
the Middle School Auditorium.
Practice for NHS Induction will be March 18, 2019 at 8:00
AM in the Middle School Auditorium.

If a student is interested in visiting a college they need to
make sure you pick up an advance make up sheet and college visit form from the front office.

February 9, 2019
Jan. 11, 2019 Jan. 12-18, 2019
April 13, 2019
March 8, 2019 March 9-25, 2019
June 8, 2019
May 3, 2019
May 4-20, 2019
Le Mars School Code 162-475

“The goal of education is not to increase the amount of
knowledge but to create the possibilities for a child to
invent and discover, to create men and women who are
capable of doing new things.” Jean Piaget, Swiss psychologist pioneering in cognitive child development.
This quote is very fitting when referring to the mission
statement for L.E.E.P. to enhance the value and meaning of education for students. Without the continued
support financially and through volunteerism from the
community, students in the LeMars Community School
district may not have the opportunity to use state of the
art technology or progressive curriculum to invent and
create enhancing their education. A huge thank you
goes out to the amazing communities that compose the
LeMars Community School District; you are what is
making education great for our students and future
leaders.
Teacher Requests honored at the January meeting are
as follows:
Connie Engebretson, Franklin Media Center,
Shelf markers to identify the Easy Section and
authors
Amy Anderson, MS Art and I-Lab, Goose
neck/clamp iPad holders to help make the
IPad camera more mobile for students when
creating projects.
L.E.E.P. meetings are scheduled for the first Monday
of each month, from August through May. The next
regular meeting is Monday, February 4, 2019. Meetings
are open to the public and held in room A-09 in the
LeMars Middle School.

Log onto CollegeWeekLive.com for free ACT, SAT, and
Toefl practice and test taking tips.
Congratulations to the following students for having artwork selected to be in the Youth Art Month 2019 Exhibition at the Sioux City Art Center; Seniors Faith Laskie
and Anna Vacura and freshman Auden Anderson who
placed third in her division. The art will be on display
from Feb. 16 through April 14. An awards ceremony will
be Sunday Feb. 17 from 1:30 -3:00. The public is welcome to attend.

There are confirmed cases of Influenza A in the Elementary,
Middle, and High schools. Influenza is a contagious respiratory
illness caused by influenza viruses that infect the nose, throat,
and lungs. It is not the "stomach flu" we often think of as the
"flu".
:
● Fever or feeling feverish/chills
● Cough
● Sore throat
● Runny or stuffy nose
● Muscle or body aches
● Headaches
● Fatigue (tiredness)
● Some people may have vomiting and diarrhea, though this
is more common in children than adults.
* Due to these cases at school, it is even more important to remember if your student has a fever they need to remain home
until they have been fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication. They also need to stay home until they are 24
hours diarrhea and vomiting free without medication. This will
help to greatly decrease the spread of viruses such as influenza.

Each school year brings along concerns of head lice transmission.
Students who are found to have head lice at school will not be sent
home early that day, but treatment should be started before returning to school the next day.

Head lice are wingless insects that are host adapted to humans.
They live in human hair, draw blood from the skin, and lay eggs
(nits) on the hair shaft. Head lice are NOT dangerous and DO
NOT spread diseases. They do not live on pets or in the general
environment. The lifespan of head lice off the host is usually less
than 12 hours.

Lice do not jump or fly. Transmission is almost always through direct contact. As a rule, 95% of cases are transmitted through direct
contact.

Small children at play are the primary setting for transmission. All
children in child care and schools are at risk. Head lice is NOT a
sign of being dirty. Each child should have his or her own comb or
brush. Teach your child NOT to share hats, scarves, brushes,
combs, and hair accessories.

Parents are key to looking for and treating head lice. The Iowa Department of Public Health recommends parents to spend 15 minutes each week on each child looking for head lice and nits. The
characteristic of itching caused by lice may not develop for 30 days
or longer after infestation.

The Northwest Area Education Agency will be conducting hearing screenings at the Middle School and High School on April
1-2, 2019. All 8th grade students and any student new to the district will be screened. Also any student in the LCHS district
currently being home schooled may call to set up a time to be
screened. If you do not wish for your child to receive these services, please notify Stephanie Buhman RN, MS/HS nurse at
546-7022. These services are provided at no cost to you.

Persons with live lice OR nits within ¼ inch of the scalp should be
treated with over-the counter products specifically designed for the
treatment of lice. The 14 DAY TREATMENT GUIDELINES
can be found on the Iowa Department of Public Health's website. If
crawling lice are still present after the 14 day treatment cycle, contact
your physician who may recommend a prescription treatment for
lice.

IMMUNIZATIONS- Now is a good time to get a head start on
vaccinations required for the upcoming 2019/2020 school year.
Students entering 7th grade must provide proof of a Tdap
booster and meningococcal vaccine. Students entering 12th
grade must provide proof of a meningococcal vaccine. Vaccinations or a notarized exemption certificate are required before
school starts and must be provided before your student is allowed to attend.

Nits remaining after the medicated treatment represent the generation of lice. Daily combing with a NIT COMB should be done during the 14 day treatment cycle.

SENIORS-Immunization records will be sent in the mail to
ALL graduating seniors. Please do not lose them as we do not
keep a copy of immunization records after graduation.

Only ordinary house cleaning – thorough vacuuming and washing
bedding and clothes in hot water are needed. Combs and brushes
used daily should be soaked in a mild bleach solution. Environmental sprays are not necessary and may exacerbate symptoms in
children with asthma.

www.idph.state.ia.us/adper/common/pdf/epi_manual/lice.pdf
or www.cdc.gov/lice/head

“TEACHER OF
THE YEAR”
The LeMars Community School District Foundation and the
LeMars Community School Alumni Association are seeking
nominations for “Teacher of the Year” to represent the many
great teachers who exemplify our school district and its educational goals.
The award is called the
Its purpose is to recognize and honor teachers who
demonstrate excellence in education by meeting the needs of
the students. Two $500 awards will be presented to the winner;
$500 for personal use and $500 for classroom use.

This award will be presented at the Foundation’s Annual
Awards Banquet to be held on Wednesday, April 24, 2019, at
6:30 p.m. in the lower level of the LeMars Convention Center.

The LCSD Alumni Association, along with the LCSD
Foundation Board, is seeking nominations for the
(non-monetary)
Every generation needs heroes and role models. Our
community and school district have produced many
individuals over the decades who could be considered
both. This award has been established to recognize
graduates for outstanding achievements and contributions to society following graduation. This yearly award
will be presented at the annual spring Foundation banquet this April.
Candidates must have graduated from the Le Mars
Community School District, which includes Le Mars
High School or Merrill High School, at least 15 years
prior to nomination. The non-monetary award may be
given for achievement in various fields of service. The
deadline for nominations is February 15, 2019.
The nomination form is available on the alumni website (lemarsalumni.org), the alumni office at the Plymouth County Museum or the Superintendent’s office.
For more information regarding the nomination process and award, visit the alumni website or contact the
Alumni Association office at (712) 546-7650.

2017-18 Iowa Boys Tennis
Coach of the Year
Coach Bill Dalton

LeMars PTO

Parents or guardians of students in the LeMars Community Schools have the right to review their child’s
education records. If the parents or guardians believe
that information in the record is inaccurate, misleading or violates the privacy or other rights of the student, they may request that the records be amended.
In the event of a disagreement, a hearing will be held
in an attempt to resolve the matter. Questions concerning this or any other parental rights should be
directed to:
Superintendent’s Office
940 Lincoln St. SW
LeMars, Iowa 51031
Phone 546-4155

A Moped Safety class will be held for students in the LeMars
area at the LeMars Middle School in room C15 (Mr. Dalton's
room) on March 9th from 8:00 to 2:15. Iowans 14 and 15 years
of age are required by law to take this 6 hour education course
before receiving a license to operate a moped on public highways.
Minimum age for this course is 13 1/2. Students wishing to take
this class should sign up in Mr. Dalton's room and pick up
forms and information before Saturday's class. Please email Mr
Dalton at bill.dalton@lemarscsd.org concerning any questions.
Pre payment and pre-registration are required.
Cost is $35 per student. Gehlen and students outside of the LeMars Community School can register
and pay the day of the class on March 9th.

Kik is growing in it’s popularity with teens. It allows users to send video and picture messages that cannot be seen by parents. In addition it is extremely difficult to find the personal identity of a user on Kik, which creates a high sense of security for child predators. Kik
is a preferred app for sexting as it leaves little trail. Want to know if your child has a Kik account? You may find a clue by checking
their Facebook or Instagram.

SnapChat seems very “safe” to teens because they think that once a picture (known as a “Snap”) is sent, the message “disappears”. Unfortunately Snaps can easily be saved by the receiver (especially by taking a screenshot) and can remain online forever. SnapChat is
known as a common app for sexting as the evidence seems to disappear in a … snap.

Ask.fm allows users all over the world to ask questions on the user’s profile and, if they choose, remain anonymous. The site is known
as a platform for crude language, sexually explicit text, and cyberbullying. In the media, Ask.fm has been widely criticized for it’s involvement in a number of teen suicide cases.

Known as a hub for people to share their confessions, Whisper encourages teens to share secrets. While users remain anonymous, a
GPS feature displays to other users the geographic region that you are posting from. Online relationships have formed over this app
which have led to teens being contacted by adults and sexually assaulted.

Their tagline is “Talk to Strangers” and this happens via text and live webcam video, often containing sexual content and nudity. Within one click. a user can enter the chatroom. Once inside they can be exposed to pedophiles who commonly troll the site in search of
kids to prey upon. Many will try to get the underage user to contact them through an app like Kik so that their identity cannot easily be
discovered. Many teens and even younger children use the website regularly.

The Le Mars Community School District will not engage in any illegal discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, socioeconomic status, and marital status in its educational
programs, activities or employment policies and practices.

